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F it were ſeriouſly arkt, and it would be no untimely queſtiin, Renowned Pars 
lament, ſelett Aſſembly,rba of all Teachers & Maſlers that ever have taught, 
hath drawn the moſt Diſciples after him, both in Religion, and in manners,tt 
might be not untru'y anſwer'd,Cuſtome. Though vertzee be commended for the 
moſt perſwaſive in ber Theory; and Conſcience inthe plain demonſtration of the 
ſpirit, finds moſt evincing, yet whether it be the ſecret of divine wil,or the originall 
blindneſſe we are born in, ſo it happns for the moſt partthat Cuſtome ſtil # ſelent= 
l) recety/d for the beſt inſtrutt, rs Except it be, becauſe her method u ſo glih and 4 2 
fre, in ſome manner like to that viſe of Ezekiel, rowling vu» her ſudden Look of 
impli.it knowledge, fo him that willto take and ſwallow dovon at pleaſure; which 
roving but of bad nouriſpment in the concoCtion, 4s it was beedlefſe in the devours 
ng, puffs up unhealthily, a cert zin big ure of pretended learning,miſtaken among 
credylons men, for the wholſome habit of joundneſſe and g11d conſtitution ; but us 
indeed 20 other, then that ſreoln wijage of connterfiit knowledge and literature, 
which not onely in private marrs our education, but alſo in publick 1s the common 
climer into every chaire, where either Religion us preachyt, or L uw reported: filling 
ezh eſtate of life and profeſſim, with abject and ſervil principles ; depreſſaeg the 
high and Heaven-born ſpirit of Man, far b:neath the condition wherin either God 
created him, or ſin hath ſunke him. To perſue the Allegory , Cuſtome being but a 
mecr face, as Eccho us 2 meer voicegreſts not inber wmaccompliſhment, untill by ſe 
cret inclination, ſhe accorporat her ſelf with error, who being a blind and Serpen” 
tine body without a head, willingly accepts what he roants, and ſupplies what her 
incompleatneſj: went ſeeking. Hence it ws, that Error ſupports Cuſtome , Cuſtome 
cornt nances Error. And theſe tro betrreen them won'd perſectite and chaſe away 
alltritth and ſolid wiſd»me out of humane lite, were it not that God, rather then 
man once 1 m.wy ages, cals together the prudent and Religious counſels of Men, 
deputed to repreſſe the encroachments, and to work «ff the inveterate blots and ob» 
ſca'ttres rronght 114012 847 minds by the ſuttle in ſunt ing of Error and Cuſtome: 
Who with the numerous and vulgar train of their full wers, make it their chief de® 
Jezne toenvie and cry=-l,nn the induſtry of free reaſmning, under the terms 0 f bus 
mr, and innovation z 4s if the wom\ of teeming Truth were tobeclefd n ,if ſhe 
þreſreme to bring forth ought, that ſorts not with their uncherw'd notions and ſups 
poſetione. Againſt which notorious injury and a'u/e of mans free ſoul to teſtific and 
oppoſe the #tmoſt t at ſtudy and true labour can attain,heretofyre the incitement of 
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To the Parlament of England, 
men reputed grave hath led me among others ; and now the duty and the right of 
an inſtrufted Chriſtian cals me through the chance of good or evill report, to be the 
ſole adwocate of a diſcount'nanc't trmth : a high enterpriſe Lords and Commons, 4 
high enterpriſe and a hard, and ſuch as every ſeventh Sox of a ſeventh Son dyes not 
venture on. Nov have T amidſt the elamor of ſo much envie and impertinence,whe* 
ther to appeal, but tothe concourſe of ſ5 much piety and wiſdom heer aſſembl'd. 
Bringing in my hands an ancient and moſt neceſſary, moſt charitable, and yet moſt 
injurd Statute of Moſes : not repeaPd ever by him wh» only had the anthority,but 
thrown aſide with much inconſiderat negle&, under the rubbiſh of Canonicall 
3onorance 7 9 once the whole Law was by ſ1me ſuch like conveyance in Foſiahs time. 
And be who ſhall indeavon” the amendment of any old neglctted grievance in 
Church or Stategor inthe daily conrſe of life, if be be gifted with abilities of mind 
that may raiſe him to ſo high an imdertaking, T grant be hath already much wher= 
of not to repent him 3 yet let me arrecd him, not to be the forem.m of any miſ-Judg'd 
opinion, wnleſſe his reſolutions be firmly ſeated ina ſquare ind conſtant mind, not 
conſcious to it ſelf of any deſerved blame ,and regardleſſe of ungrounded ſuſpicions. 
For thu let him be ſure he ſh2}/ be boorded preſently by the ruder ſort,but not by diſs 
creet and well nurtur'd men, with athouſaud idle deſcants and ſurmiſes. Who 
when they cannot confute the leaſt j1ynt or ſinero of any paſſage in the book; yet 
God forbid that truth ſhould be truth, becauſe they hve a boiſtrows conceit of ſome 
pretences in the Writer.But were they not more bufie and inquiſitive then the Apo= 
file commends,they would bear him at le:ſt,rcJoycing,ſo the truth be preachr, 
whether of envie or other pretence whatſoever : For Truth #9 as impoſſible 
to be foi d by any outward touch,as the Sun beam. Though ths ill hap wait on her 
nativity, that ſhe never comes into the world, but like a Baſtard, to the iznominy 
of him that brought her forth : till Time the Midwife rather then the mother of 
Truth.have w. iſbt and ſalted the Infant, declard her legitimat, and Churcht the 
father of hw yozmg Minerva, from the needleſſe cauſes of bus purgation.T our ſelves 
can beſt witneſſe this, worthy Patriot s,and better will, no donbtybereafter: for who 
among ye of the formeſt that bave travail d in ber behalf to the good of Church, or 
Stateghath not been often trade."t to be the agent of his own ly-endrgunder pretext 
of Reformation. So much the more T ſhall not be wnjuſt to hope, that however Infs- 
my, or Enzy may work in other men 20 do ber fretfull will againſt this di {courſes 
yetthat the experience of your own uprightnes miſeinterpreted, will patt ye in mind 
to give it ſree audience and generous conſtruftion.IWhat thogh the brood of Belial, 
the draff e of menst) whom 19 liberty 7) pleaſing, hut unbridPd an1 vagabon Pl luſt 
without pale or partition, will laugh broad perbapsyto ſee ſo great a ſtrength of 
S criptzre muſtering up in favour, as they ſuppoſe, of their debanſheries ; they will 
knor» better, when they ſhall hence learn, that honeſt /i' erty %; the greateſt foe to diſ= 
boneſt licence, And what thite2h others ont of a wateriſh and quealy conſcience Les 
Fane 


# [ 4 / s 


eauſe ever craſy and never yet ſoundwill rail and fancy to themſelver,that injury avid 


licence is the beſt of this Book ? Did not the diſtemper of their own ſtomacks afſe(t 
them with a dizzy megrim, they would ſoon tie up their tongues , and diſcern thens 
ſelves like that Ailyrian blaſphemer all this while reproaching not man but the Als 
mighty, the holy one of Iſrael, whom they do not deny to have belawgiv'n bis own 
ſacred people with this very all»wance,which they now call injury and licencegand dare 
cry ſhame onand will do yet a whilegtill they get a little cordiall ſubriety to ſettle their 
qualming zeal. But this queſtion concerns not us perhaps : Indeed mans diſp ſition 
though prone to ſearch after vain curioſities, yet when points of diff:-ulty are to be diſs 
cuſſt,appertaining to the rem1val 0 f unre 2/onable wrong and burden from the perplext 
life of ous brothergit is incredible how cold, har dull,and far frim all fell;w feeling we 
are, without the ſpur of ſelf=concernment. T et if the wiſdome, the juſtice, the purity of 
Godbe to be cleer'd from fouleſt imputations which are not yet avoided, if charity be 
not to be degraded and tradd'n down under a civil Ordinance, if Matrimony be not 
to be advanc't like that exalted perdition, writtn of to the Theſſalonians, above 
all that is called God,or govdneſſe, nay, againſt them both, then I dave afficm there 
will be found inthe Contents of this Book , that which may concern us all. T on it cons 
cerns chiefly, Worthies in P arlament,,n whom,as on our deliverers,all our grievances 
and cares, by the merit of your eminence and fortitude are devols”d ©: Me it concerns 
next, having with much labour and faithfull diligence firſt f,rmd owt or at leaſt with 
a fearleſs and communicative candor firſt publiſht to the manifeſt good of Chriſten= 
dome,that which calling to witncſſe every thing mortal and immortal, I beleeve nu= 
fainedly to be true. Let not other men think their conſcience bound to ſearch continu- 
ally after truth, to pray for enlightning from above, to putbl; It what they think they 
haze ſo obtain'd, and debar me from conceiving my ſelf ty'd by the ſame duties. Te 
h.wve now, doubtleſſe by the four and appointment of God, ye have now in your hands 
r great and pipu/ous Nation to Reform; fromwhat corruption,what blindzes in Res 
lizion ye know well; in what a degenerat and f Pn ſpirit from the apprehenſion of nas 
tive liberty,and true manlines, 1 am ſure ye find : v-ith what unbownded licence ruſþ+ 
ins to whordoms &- adulteries needs not long enquiry: inſomuch that the fears which 
men have of too ſtrict a diſcipline, perhaps exceed the hopes that can be in others, of 
ever introducing it with any great ſweceſſe. Ihat if T ſhould tell ye new of diſpen[ati= 
ons and indlgences, to give alittle the rains, to let them play and nibble with the 
biit awhile ; a people as hard of heart as that Ep yptian Colony that went to Canaan. 
This us the common doArine that adulterous and injurious divorces were not cons 
nid only, but with eye open alloy'd of old for hardneſſe of heart. But that opinion, 
T truſt, by then this foll»wing argument bath been well read, will be left for one of the 
myſteries of an indn!gent Antichriſt, to farm out inceſt by, and thoſe bis other tri= 
butary polltions. What middle roay can be ta\\nthen, miy ſome interrupt, if we 
muſt neither turn to the right nor to the left, and that the people hate to be ref.rni d; 
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Mark then, Tudges and Lawgiverr,and ye whoſe Office it #4 to be our teachers, fur 1 
will utter now a dofriney if ever any other, though neglefted or not underſtood, yet of 
great and power full importance to the governing of mankind. He who wiſely would re- 
ſtr 172 the reaſonable Soul of man within due bounds, myſt firſt himſelf know perfedt- 
ly, hoe far the territory and dominion extends of juſt and honcſt liberty. As little muſt 
he offer to bind that which God hath loofn'd, as to looſ n that which he hath bound. 
The ignorance and miſtake of this high point, hath beapt mp one huge half of all the mis 
ſery that hath bin ſince Adam. Inthe G ſpel rve ſhall rexd 2 ſepercilious crew of ma» 
ters, whiſe bolineſſe, or rather whoſe evil exe, grieving that Gad fbould be ſo facil to 
1417745 to ſot ſtraiter limits to obedience, then G14 had (ct; to inſlrve the dignity of 
mangto fut a 7 wriſon upon his neck of empty and oyerdigniti d precepts: And we ſhall 
rea oa Saviour never mre griev'd and trouvPd, then to meet with ſuch a peeviſh 
mneſſe 1mong men againſt their own freedome. How can we expett him to be leſſe 
cif-nded with us, when much of the ſame folly ſhall be f:nemd yet remaining where it 
le (t oxtght, ta the periſhing of thouſands. The greateſt burden in the world us ſuperſtit i= 
on; not only of Ceremonies in the Church, but of im 1ginary and ſcarcromw ſens at bome« 
I" hat greater weal;ning, what more ſuttle ſtratagem 2g inſt our Chriſtian warfare, 
when beſides the groſſe body of real tran{greſſims to encounter ; we ſhall be terrifi'd Ly 
a tin and ſpadowy menacing of faults that ave not : When things indifferent ſpall be 
[:: to overefront us,gmder the banners of ſir, what wonder if we be rontedgand by this 
it of our Adverſary, fall into the ſirbjeftion of worſt and deadlieſt offences. The ſuper 
ſt;tzon of the Papiſtzs;touch not,talte not,vyhen God bids both: and onrs i, part 
nor, ſeparat not, when God and charity both permits and commands. Let all your 
things be done with charityſutb Sr. Paul : and bis Maſter ſaith, She is the 
tu!filing of the Law. Tet now a civil, an indifferent, a ſometime diſſwaded Law 
of mariage, mnſt be fort wpon us to frrlfell, not one!y reithout charity, but againſt ber, 
No place in Heav'n or Exrthexcept Hell, where charity may not enter :yet mariage 
the Ordinance of our ſolace and contentment, the remedy of our lonelineſſe will not 
admit now either of charity or mercy to come in and mediate or pacifie the fiercenes of 
thu peutle Ordinancegthe rnremedied lonelines of this remedy. Adviſe ye welhſupreme 
Sena, if charity b« thus excluded and expulſt, how ye will defend the untainted ho= 
mr of your own ations md proceedings: He who maries,intends as little to conſpire 
Þ;s omen ruinegas be that ſwears Allegiance:and as a whole people 18 in proportion to an 
ill Groernmont, {34 one man to an ill mariage tf they againſt any authority,Counant, 
o” Staintey may by the ſoveraign edif of charity, {went only their lives, but honeſt 
liberties from unworthy bondage as well my he ag unſt any private Cov/nant, which 
he never enter*d to bis miſchief, redeem himſelf from unſupportable diſturbances to h. 
reſt peacey and juſt contentment : And mu 'h the r. ther for that to reſiſt the higheſt 
Aaziſtrat thut 4 tyrannizing,God newer g rve us expreſſ» allowance, only be gave 15 
reaſous charity, 1.ature and good example t 1 be ar Us wit 3 Uut in this economical miſe 
fortunes 
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Fortune thus to demean or ſelves, beſides the warrant of thoſe foure great diredtors, 
which doth as juſtly belong hither,we have an expreſſe Law of God, and ſuch a law.as 
wherof out Savieur with a ſolemn threat forbid the abrogating.For no effe( of tyran= 
ny can ſit more heavy on the Common=wea'th,then this howſhold unhappines on the f.z» 
mily. An4 farewell all hope of true Reformation in the Stateywhile (uch an evil as this 
lies undiſcern'd or unrega-ded in the houſe. On the redreſſe wherof depends, not only 
the ſpar itfull and orderly life of our grown ment the willing,and carefull education 
of our children. Let thu therfore be new examind, tht tenure and free-bold of man= 
kind, this native and domeſtick Charter giv'n us by a greater Lord then that Saxon 
King the Confeſſor. Let the ſtatwtes of God be turn'd over,be ſcann'd a new,and con» 
Jeder d; net altogether by the narrow intelkfuals of quitationiſts and common pla= 
-er but (4 wat the ancient right of Connſels)Ly men of what liberall profeſſun ſoe» 
very of eminent ſpirit and breeding jyn'd with a diffuſe and various knowledge of 
divine and human thingr;ab!c to ball ince and define good and evil,right and wrong, 
througbout every ſtate of life; able tr ſpew ws the waies of the Lord, ſtrait & faithfull 
they are, not full of cranks and contradittions, and pit falling diſpenſes, but with 
divine inſight and benignity meaſurd ont to the proportion of each mind and ſpirit, 
each temper and diſp)ſition, created ſo different eb from other, and yet by the skall of 
wiſe condatting, all to become w#iform in wertue. To expedite theſe knots were worthy 
a learned and memorable Synod; while our enemies expetFto ſee the expeation of the 
Church tir'd out with dependencies and independencies how they will compoundyzand 
in what Calends. Donbt notyrorrthy Senators, towindicate the ſacred honour and 
Judgement of Moſes your predeceſſor, from the ſhallow commenting of Scholaſticks 
and Canoniſts. Doubt not after him to reach out to your ſteddy hands to the miſein» 
form d and wearied life of mmm; t9 reſtore this his iſt heritagezinto the houſ#old ſtate; 
wherwith be ſare that peace and loveythe beſt ſubſiſtence of a Chriſtian family will re- 
tin home from whence they zre novo haniſpe; places of proſtitetion will be leſſe baunt» 
edthe neighbors bed leſſe attempted, the yoke of prudent and manly diſcipline wi'l le 
generally ſirbmitted toy ſober and well order d living will foon ſpring up in the Com- 
mmnewealth. T e hwwe an author great beyond exceptions Moſes ; andone yet greatcry 
h: who hedg'd in from 4b4liſhing, every ſmalleſt jot andtittle of precious equity con= 
tundinthat Law, with t more accurat and laſting Maſoreth,then either the Syna- 
gogue of Ezragor the Galilean School at Tiberias bath left us. Whaterer elle ye can 
en itt, will ſcarce concern a third part ofthe B "ittiſh name © bat the benefit and good 
of this your magn mim"us ex.mpley will eaſily ſpread far beyond the banks of Tweed 
and th: Norman Iles. It won!d not be the firſt , or ſecond time , ſince our ancient 
Draides,by whom this Tad was the Cathedral of Philoſophy to France,left off their 
pag mn ritergthat I:n2land h.uth hid this honows wouchſaft from Hearn, to give out 
reformation to the rorl dl. IV ho was it but our EngliſÞ Conſtantine that baptiz'd4 
the Rom Empire ? p/10 Ut the Northumbrian Willibrode, aud Winifride of 
Devon 


l 


aca. Mah Lea 4 
To the Parlament of England, 
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| : Devon with their followers, were the firſt Apoſtles of Germany ? who but Alcuin - * 


"and Wicklef owr Country men open'd the eyes of Europe, the one in arts, the otber in 
'* * Religion. Let not England, forget her precedence of teaching nations how to live. 
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Know Worthiesknow and exerciſe the privilege of your honour” d Country, A gre 
ter title T heer bring yegthen us either in the power or in the policy of Rometo give he, 
Monarchs; thi glorious a will ſtile ye the defenders of Charity. Nor s this yet th: 
higheſt inſcription that wil adorn ſo religious and ſo boly a defence as thuszbehold hecr 
the parre and ſacred Law of Godgand hit yet purer and more ſacred name offring then: 
ſelves to you firſt,of all Chriſtian refurmers to be acquitted from the long ſuffer” d un- 
god!y attribute of patronizing Adultery, Defer not to wipe «ff inſtantly theſe imput a» 

tive blurrs and ſting caſt by rude fancies upon the throne and beauty it ſelf of invio, 

4s: lable holines:leſt ſome other people more devout and wiſe then wegbereav us thu iffer'd 

immortal glory,our wonted prerogativeof being the firſt aſſerters in every great vindi* 

cation. For me, a far as my part leads me, 1 have already my greateſt gain, aſſurance 

and inward ſatufaltion to have don in thit nothing unworthy of an honeſt life, and 

ſtudies wel employ'd. With what event among the wiſe &> right underſtanding hand- 

full of men, T am ſecure. But how among the drove of Cuſtom and Prejudice this will 

be reliſht, by ſuch whoſe capacity, ſince their youth run ahead into the eaſie creek of z 

Syſtem or a Medulla, ſails there at will under the blown phyſrognomy of their unlabour'd rudi- 

ments, for them,what their taſt will be, 1 have alſo ſurety ſufficient, from the entire league that 

_ th bin cver between formal ignorance and grave obſtinacie.Yet when 1 remember the little that |, 

” Our Savionr conld prevail about this dottrine of Charity againſt the crabbed texuiſts of bi time, 

* 1 make no wonder, but reft confident that whe ſo preſerrs either Matrimony or other Or dinance 

before the good of man and the plain exigence of {harity, lct bim proſeſſe Papiſt, or Proteſtant, 

07 what be will, be # no better then a Phariſt, And underſtands not the Goſpel: whom as a miſin- 

zerpreter of Chriſt 1 openly proteſt againſt; and provoke him to the triall of this truth before all 

the world: and ict him bethink him withall how be will ſoder up theſhiſt ing flaws of his angirt 

permiſſions his venial and unvenial di(pences, wherwith the Law of God pardoning and unpar - 

doning hath bin ſh1meſully branded, for want of heed in gloſſing,to have eluded and baſ}i'd out all 

Faith and chaſtity from the mariagebed of that holy ſeed, with politich and judiciall adultcrics, 

1 ſeek not to ſeduce the ſimple and ulliterat; my errand is to findout the choiſeſt and the learnedlt, 

who have this bigh gift of wiſdom to ayſwer ſolidly, or to be convinet. I crave it from the piety, 

thelearning and the prudence which is hous'd in thisplace. It might pcrhaps more fitly bave bin 

writt'n in another $ongue;and | had don ſo,but that the efteem1 have of my (ountries judgements 

and the love 1 bear to my native language to ſerv it firſt with what I endeavour , made me ſpeak 

ut thusgere 1 aſſay theverdit of outlandiſh readers. And perhaps alſo becr 1 might have ended 

nameles but that the addriſſe of theſe lines chiefly to the Parlament of England might havc 

ſerm'd ingr atiful! not to acknowledge by wboſe Religious care, unwearied watchſulnes, conra- 
£0113 and heroich reſolutions, 1 enyoy thepexce and ſtudious leiſure to remain, 


The Honourer and Attendant of their Noble worth and verrues, 


John Milton. 
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e1 THE 


: DOCTRINE 


£ AND 


: DISCIPLINE 
p of DIVORCE; 


: Reſtor d to the good of both Sexes, 


I, Books, 


PO I IO III 
—_— — 


The Preface. 
T hat Mas is the oecaſion of his awne miſeries,gn moſt of theſe evills which 
/ hee impntes to God! inflitting. The abſurdity of onr canonifts mm their 
| decrees about diverce, T he Chriſtians inwperiall Layes 7 with 
. wore Equity, T he opinion of Hugo Grotius,and Paulus Faging : Ard 
the purpoſe in general of this Diſcanryſe. 


Any men, whcther it betheic fate, or fond opini- 
on, eaſily per{wade themſelyes, if God would 
bur be pleas'd a while co withdraw his juſt pu- 
niſhments from ns, end co refirain whar' power 
either thedevill, or any earthly enemy hath to 
work us woe, that then mans nature would find 
immediete re and releaſement from all evils. 
Bur verily they who think fo, if they be ſtch as 

have a mind large enovgh to take into their thoughts a generall fur- 

vey of humane things, would ſoon prove themſelves in that opinior. 
farre deceiy'd, Far though ir 2” granted ns þy divine indulgence 
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The Dottrine and Diſciprine of DIVErTE; 
to be exempt from all char can be harmfull to us from without , yer 
the perverſneſle of our folly is ſo bent , that we ſhould never lin 
hammering out of our owne hearts, as it were out of a flint, the ſeeds 
and ſpatkles of new miſery to ont ſelyes, till all werein a blaze a- 

zinc. And no marye!l ifont of our own hearts, for they are evill , 
- even out of thaſe things which God meant us , either fora prin- 
cipall good, or a pure contentment , weare [till hatching andcontri- 
ving upon our (ciyes matter of continual! ſorrow and perp'exttie. 
\W/1at greater good to man then that revealed culs , whereby God 
vou-htates to ſhew us how he would be worſhipt > And yet that nor 
rightly underſtood , became rhe cauſe rhar once a fimous man in [/- 
racl con'd not bnt ablige his conſcience to be the facrificer , or if nor, 
tha jayior 2t fiis innocent and onely daughter. And was the cauſe ofc- 


* times chat Armies of yaliant men haye given up their throats ro a 


heaiheniſh enany on the Sabbath day : fondly thinking their defen- 
five refiltance to be as then « thing unlawfull, Wuar thing more in- 
flitnced ro the lo!ace and delight of man then marriage? and yet the 
miſ-interpretirg of ſome Scripture direted mainly againſt che abu- 
fers of the Law for divorce giv's by Acſes, hath chang'd the 
bleſſing of matrimony not ſeldome into a familiat and co-inhabi- 
ting miſchicfe_; at leaſt into a drooping and diſconſolate houſhold 
captivity, without refuge or redetmption. $2 ungovern'd and ſo wild 
a race goth luperſtition run ns from one extreame of abufed liberty 
into the other of unm2rcifull reſtraint, For although God in the 
firſt ordainipg of mariage , taughr us to what end he did it , in words 
exprelly ipp!yipg the apt and cheerfull conyerfation of man with 
woman , to comfort and refreſh him of the evill and ſolitary life, 
not mentioning the _ of generation till afrerwards , as deing 
bur a ſecondary end in dignity, though not in necefficy; yet now, if 
any ewo be but once handed in the Chnrch ., and kave taſted in any 
fore the nuptiall bed , letthers find thenſelves neyer fo miſtak'n 
in their diſpofitions throngh any error , concealment, or miſadyen- 
cure, that through cheir difterent tempers , choughts , and confticu= 
tions, they canneicher be to one another a remedy againſt lonelines, 
nor livc in any union or conremrment a'l their dayes, yer chey ſhall, 
ſo they be but found ſuicavly weapon'd ro the leaft poſſrality of 
ſenſuall injoyment, be made, ſpight of axtrparhy to fadge rogether, 
and combine as they may to their unſpeakable wearifomnes andde- 
ſpaire of all ſociable delight in the erdinance which God eftablifhe 
fo char very end. What a calamity is this, and as the mife-man if he 

were 
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were alive, would ſigh outin his eyyne Phraſe, what a ſore evill ir this 
under the Sunne'! All which we can referre jnftly ro ny other author 
then the Canon Law and her adherents, not conſulting with chari. 
tie, the interpreter and guide of our faſth , bur reſting 10 the meere 
element of the Text ; doubtlesby the policy ofthe devill ro make 
that gracious ordinance become unſupportable , that what with men 
not (tating to venture upon wedlock, and what with men Kearicd 
out of ir, all inordinare licence might abonnd, It was for many ages 
that mariage lay in diſgrace with moſt ofthe ancienc DoQvrs, as a 
work of the flefh, almoſt a defilement, wholly deny'd to Prieſts, and 
the ſecend time difſwaded to all , as he that reads Terrslliar or Terom 
may ſee at large. Afterwards it was brought fo Sacramencall , that 
no adultery or defertion conld difſolye it, and this is the ſence of our 
Canon Courts in Englavd to this day , but in noother reformed 
Church els : yet there remains in them allo a burden on it as hea 
vie as the other two we:e diſgracefull or Superflitious, and of as 
much iniquity, croſſing « Lay not enely writt'n by Loſes, but cha- 
raQterd in ut by nature, of more antiquity and deeper ground chen 
mariage itſelfe ; which Law is to force nothing 2gaintt the fayltles 
preprieties of natnre : yet that this may be colourably done, our $a- 
viou;s words touching divorce, areas it were congeal'd into a ſtony 
rigor , inconſiſtent both with his Dofrine and his cfhce, ang that 
which he preach onely to the conſcience, is by Canonicall tyranny 
ſnatcht into the compulſive cenſure of a jugiciall Court ; where 
Laws are impos'd even againſt the venerable and tecret power of na- 
rnces impreflion , to love what ever cauſe be fonnJ toloath, Which 
is a hainous barbariſme both againſt che honour of mariage , the 
dignity of man and his ſoule , che goodnes of Chriſtanitie, and all 
the hum ane reſpefts of civilitie, NotwithBanding that ſome the 
wiſeſt and graveſt among th? Chriſtian Emperours , who had abour 
tem, toconit't with, thoſe of the Fathers then living , who tor 
their learning and holines of life are ſtill with us in great renowne, 
have made tlieir Ratnres and edicts concerning this debate, farre more 
eahe and relenting in many neceſſary caſes, wherein ths Canon is 
inflexible. And Hwgs Gretizs, a man of theſe times, one of the beſt 
learned, ſeems not obſcurely to adaere in his perſwaſion cothe e- 
quity of thoſe Jmperia!l decrees, inhis notes uponthe Evangel:i7s, 
much allaving the outward rovghneſſe ofthe Texe, which hath fce 
the melt part been too immoderarely expounded ; and excites the 


aligence of others to inquire further into this queſtion, as contai- 
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{Fi ning many. points that have nat yet been explain'd. Which ever bi. 
likely to remain intricate and hepeleſle opon the ſuppoſitions com- 4 
l. 4; monly inck to the autority of Paxlxs Fagius, one (© learned and (0 e- ” 
| minent in £-gland once, it it might perſwade,would (irait acquaint us 
with a |olution of thele differences, ns lefſe prudent then compendi- - 
ons. He in his comment on the Pextateuch doubted not to maintain £ 
\,- that divorces mignt bee as layfuily permitred by the Magitltrate to # 
”\, Chriſtians. as r'1ey were to the ſewes. Bur becanie he 1s but briefe, | 
an1 theſe things of grezt conſequznce nor to be kept obſanre, I Nall | 
conceave it nothing ab-ye my duty either ror che difhculty or the | 
ceniure that may palle therco1, 10 commmnicate 1uch tnoughts as I . 
2iſo have had and d» offer them now in tius g.nerall labour of refor- | 
mati-11, to the ca1di 4 view both of Church and Magiltrate, efpect- | 
$4 | 


ally b-cauſe I ſee ir cae hope of goed men , thar thoſe irregular and 


un'pirituall Courts have fpan their utmoſt date in this Land; and 
ſame beter courſe mutt now be conllitnied, - This therefore ſhall be + | 


the task and period of this diſcourſe ro prove , firſt chat other reaſons 

of divorce hefides adultery, were by the Lavy of Aoſes, andare yer [ 

to be allow'd by the Chriflian Magiſtrate as a pecce of juice, and r 

that the words of Chriſt are not hereby contraxied. Next, that to { 

prohibir abſolutely any divorce whatſoever except thoſe which A- t 

| ſes excepted, is againft the reaſon of Lay , as in due place I ſhall ſhew { 
1 ont of Fagins with many additions, He therefore who by adyentu- {f 
z ring, ſhall be ſe happy as with iuccefle co light the way of ivch an Rl 
expedient liberty and irath as this, ſhall reftore the much wrong'd ' 
| and over-forrow'd ſtate of matrimony , not one!y to thole mercity;l p 
I and life- giving remedies of Moſes , but, as rench as may be , to that c 
«| ſerene and blisfu!ll condition it was inat the beginning; and fhall d:- i] 
| . ſerve of all appreheniive men . conſidering the troubles and diftempers h 
wruch for want of tins infigit have bin ſo oft in Kingdomes, in |} Rf 

'F ju Statesand Familics) ſhall de{:rve ro be reckon'd among the pnvlick | Vy 
? benetaRorg of civil] and humane |.te; above the inventors of wine Cl 
\f | and oyle ; for this is a far dear:r. far novler and more defireab'e che- mn 
F riſhing te mans uf2/, naworthi-y expo>'d to tadneſs and millake, or 
| which he thal! vindicate. Noi thiar !1cence and leyety and nncon- Ir 

f jented breach of faitn ſhow! d herein b countenanc't, but char forme | th 
| conſciouable and render pitty mig/1c be had of thoſe who have nn- fo 
| £7 warily ina thing they never pract;z'd befizre, made themſelves the ('; cl 
=”; bondmen of a ]nckleis and helpl-{s matrimony. In which Argument | Of 

: he whoſe courage can ſerve him io give che fick on-ſer, mult look | | ch 
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for two ſeverall oppofitions : the one trom them who have ſworn 
themſelves to long cuſtome and the letter of the Text , will not out 
of the road : the other trom thoſe whole groit? and vulgar appre- 
henſions conceir bur low of macrimoniall purooles, and inthe work 
of male and temaie cainke cley have all. Nevertheleſle, ic ſhall be 


" here {ought by cuz wayes to be made appeare, tilat thoſe words of 
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God inthe inlticucion, promiſing a meer help againſt lonelines z and 
thoſe words of Clirilt, That his yohe 45 eaſe and his burden light, were 
not ſpoken in vain ; for it the knot ot mariage may in n>» caſe be 
diffoly'd bur for adultery , a!l the burd'ns and ſervices ot the Law 
are not {o :ntoleravle, This oneiy is defir'd of them who are minded 
to judge? hardly of thys mantaining , that they won!d be (t1{] and 
heare al! ont, nor chinke it equail co anſwer q2liberate reaton with 
idden heat and notje ; remembring this, that many truths now 
of reyerend eſteeme and credir , ha1 cheir birch and beginning once 
tom Gngular and private thougats , wile the molt of men were 
dcherwile poflztt ; and had the tate at firlt ro bs gen2rally ex- 
ploded and exclaim'd on by many violent oppolers ; yet I may erre 
perhaps in ioothing my felfe rhar 1117s prelent crath reviv'd, will de- 
ſerve on all hands to he not finilterly receiv'd, in tir ut undertakes 
rhecure of an inyeterate diteaſe crept into the beit patt of humane 
focietie : and todoe this with no ſmarting corrohive , but wich a 
(mooth and pleafing leſſon , which receis'4 natn the vertn2 to ſoften 
and diſpel! rooted and knortry lorrowes : and without inchantment 
f that be fear'd , or (pell us'd , hath regird at once both ro terious 
pitty, and upright honelty , that renis tothe radeeming and reſtg- 
cing of none bur ſuch as are t1e ob5je*t of eompaiiion;, having inan 
[11 honre hamper'd themſe!yes to th9 uiter ditp4tch of all therr moſt 
beloved comforts an repo'e tor ths lives term, Bur if we ſhall ob- 
Rinately diſlike this new oyerture or nnexpetted eale and recovery, 
what remains but to deplore the trowardnes of our hopeles conditi- 
cn, which neither can endure the eſtate we are in , nor admit of re« 
medy either ſh1:por ſfweer. Sharp we our (elves diftatt ; and fiveer, 
anger who!e hands we are, is (crupl'd and ſu'pected as too luſhious. 
In ſuch a poitu:e Chriſt feund the [ewer, who were neither wen with 
theauſterity of 04 the Bapri4, and tizeught it too much licence to 
follow freely the charming pipe of him who tounded and pro- 
claim'd liberty an reliefe to al: diſtreſſes : yer Truth in ſome age or 
ether will find her witnes, and hall be jut:ty'd ar laſk by her own 
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T he Doftrine and Diſcipline of Myorce, 


CHAP,I. [ 
7 þe poſitron, Prov'd by the Law of Mo/es.T hat Law expounded and afſer- 
ted tea morall and charitable uſe, firſt byPauius Fagius,nevt with othey 
additions, 
O remoye therefore if it be poſſible, this great and fad oppreſ- 
fion which throngh the firines of a litera!l interpreting hath 
invaded and diſturb'd the deareſt and mott peaceable ctiate of hou. 
hould fociety , tothe oyer-burdening, it not the over- whelming 
of many Chriſtians better worth then to be lo deſerred of the Chur- 
ci1es conſiderate care, tiis poſition ſhall be 141d down, firſt proving, 
then an!wering what may be objeRed either from Scripture or lighc 
of reaſon. | 
7 hat indiſpoſit'on, ur fitnes,or contrariety of mind,ari/ing from a canſe in 
nature nnchangeable, hindring and ever likely to hinder the main benefits 
of conjugall ſociet 1,which are ſolace and peace,tia greater reaſon of drvorce 
then natural frigidity, eſpecially if there be nochildren, and that there be 
mutuall conſent, 

This | gather fromthe Law in Dent. 24.1.1 her a man hath tak'n a 
wife & married her, it come to paſſe that ſhe find ro favour in his eyes, 
becauſe he hath found ſome uncleaneſſe in her, let hine write her a bills 
divorcement,and give it in her hand > ſend her ent 0 f his henſe,&c. This 
Law, if the words of Chriſt may be admitted into our beleef , ſhall 
never while the world ands , for him be abrogated Fird therefore 
I here ſer down what learned Fagizz hath obſerv'd on this Law y The 
L aw of Ged,laith he permited divorce for the help of human weaknes. Foy 
every one that of neceſſity ſeperats,c ant live ſingle.ThatC hriſt deny'd di- 
worce to his ow» hinders not; for what is that ts the nnyegenerategwho hath 
not attain'd [ychp —_—_ Let not the remedy be deſpis dwhich was giv'n 
£9 weaker. Ard when Chriſt ſaith, who maries the divorc't comits adul- 
tery,it ir to be underſtood if he had any plot im the divorce. The telt J re- 
ſerye uncill it be dijpured, how the Magiſtrate is to doc herein. From 
hence we may plain'y diſcern a twofold conſideration in this Law, 
| Firſt the end of the Lawgiver, and the proper a& of the Law to 
, command or to allow ſomething jult and honeſt , or indifferent. 
| Secondly , his ſufferance from ſome accidental reti!t of cvill by this 
| | allowance, which the Law cannot remedy, For ifthis Law have no | 

" other end or a&t but onely the allowance efa fin, though never to | 
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tothe Phariſes about this matter. And I cruſt anon by the help of 
an infallible guide to perfeQ ſuch Prutenich tables as ſhall mend the A- 
ſironomy of our wide expoſitors, 

The caule of divorce mention'd in the Law is rranflated ſome 1#- 
cleaxneſſe;but '!n the Hebrew it ſounds nahednes of or:ght,or any reall a+ 
hednes : which by all the learned interpreters 15 reter'd to the mind, 
as well ts to the body, And what greater nakednes or unfirnes ©: 
mind then chat which hinders ever the tolace an4 peacefull ſociety 
of the marcied couple, and what hinders that more then the urfitnes 
and defeRivenes of an urconjrgall mind. Theecavie therefore of 
d:yorce expr*5't in the poſition cannot but agree with that defſcrib'd 
in the belt and equalleſt ſence of Aſſes Law. Whicl: being a matcer 
of pure charity , 1s plainly morall , and more now in forcethen ever : 
therefore ſure'y lawfull, For if under the Law ſuch was Geds 
$7ac1ous indu'gence , as not to fuffer the ordinance of his goodnefle 
inJ favour , through any error to be {r'd and Rigmatiz'd upon his 
ſeryancs to their miſery and thraldome , much lefle will he tutfer is 
now under the covenant of grace , by abrogating his former grant of 
remedy and relief. But the firſt infitution will be objected to hive 
ordain'd marriage unleperable, To that & little patience untill this 
fir part have amply diſccurs't the grave and pruus reaſons of this 
divorfive Law ; and then I dovbrt not bur with ene gentle ſtroking to 
Wipe away ten chouſand teares out of the lite of man. Yer thns much 
I ſha!l now infiſt on, rhae what ever the inflitution were, it could not 
be lv enormons, nor {o rebellious againft both nature an reaſon as 
WR ſelfe above the end anJ perſon for whom it was inſtitg- 
red, 


CHAP. II. 


T he firft reaſon of this Law graunded oz the prime reaſon of matrimony. 
T hat no 60vnant what ſoever obliges againſt the main end both of it [elf 
and of the parties cov nantivg. 


| an lence and equity reclaims that any Law or Cov'nant how 
ſolemne or (trait ſoever , either between God and man, or man 
and man, theugh of Gods joyning, ſheu'd bind againſt a ptime and 
principall ſcope ofits own inftituuen , and of both os cither Party, 
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$ T he Dotlrize and Diſciplize of Divorce, 
cov nant ing : neithercan ithe of force to ingage a blameleſs creature 
to his owne p21etuall ſorrow, miſtak'n for his expeRed ſolace, with- 
out ſuffering charity to (tep in and doe a conteſt good work of par- 
tins thoſe whom nothing holds cogether, but this of Gods joyning | 
falfly ſvppos'd againſt the expreſſe end of his own ordinance, Ant 
what his chiefe end was of creating woman. to be joyn'd with man, 
his own in{llituting words declare, and are infallible to informe w 
what is marriage and what 15 no marriage: unleſſe we can think them 
ſer there to no purpoſe : Ur z5 ner good, ſaith he,chat moan (hould be alon., 
I will make him 4 help meet for him. From which words fo plain, lefl: 
cannot be concluded , nor is by any learned Interpreter, then that 
in Gods in:ention a meet and happy converſation is the chieteft am 
the nobleſt end of marriage : for we find here no expreſſion [@ nece- 
farily implying carnall knowledge, as this preventionof lonelineſs ty 
the mind and iptrit of man. To this, Fagins,Calvm,P ares, Rivet a 
willing'y and largely aſſent as can be wifht, And indeed it isa grea 
ter ble{ling from God , more worthy ſo excellent a creature a3 mat 


'is, and a higher end to honour and fanRifie the leagne of marriage 


when as the ſolace and ſatisfaftion ef the mind is regarded and pro- 
yided for before the ſenſitive pleaking of the body. And with all ge- 
nerou; perſors maricd thus it is, that where the mind and perion 
picales aptly , there ſome unaccompliſ@ment of the bodies delight 
may b2 better born with , then when the mind hangs off in an un- 
cloſing difproportion , though the body be as it onght ; for there al! 
corporall delight will ſoone become unſayoury an contemptible. 
An che ſolfcarines of man , which God had namely and principally 
order'd to prevent by mariage , hath no remedy , bot lies ander 4 
worſe condition then the lonelieft fingle lite ; for in fingle life the 
abſence and remorenes of a helper might inore him to expeR hi; 
own comforts out of himſelfe or to jeeke with hope ; bur here the 
continuall Gght of his deluded thoughts without cure , maſt need: 
be ro him, if eſpecially his complexion incline him to melancholy, 
a dayly trouble and paine of loſle in ſome degree like that which Re- 
probats feele. Le therefore ſo noble a creature as man ſhould +: 
{1:1 vp incurably under a worſe evi:l by at ealie miftake in that ©:- 
dinance yehich Ged gave him to remedy a lefle evill, reaping tc 
himfelfe forrow while he went to rid away ſolicarine(s, it cannot a- + 
void to be conc!uded , that 1f the woman be naturally ſo of diſpo- 
fition, as will not help to remove , but nelp to increale that ſam: 
Gol forbidd'n lenelines which will in time draw on with it a ge- 

NCETa!' 


Reftor'd tothe 220d of bath Sexes. 
—logyc g 


tall diſcomfore and dejeRtion of mind , not beſeemine either 
Chriſtian profeſſion or morall converſation , unproficable and dan- 
gerousto the Common-wealth , when the-henſho!d eſtate , out of 
which muſt flonriſh forth the vigor and ſpiric of all pablicks enter 
prizcs, is © ill contented and procur'd at home, and cannot be (up- 

orted ; ſuch a mariage can be no mariage wherets the moſt !1on28 
end ig yanting : and the agrieved perſon all doe more man'y, to be 
extraordinary and fGirgular inclaimyng che due right whereot he is 
fruſtrated , then to piece up his loſt contentment by viſiting th: 
Stervs, or ſepping co his neighbours bed, which is the common thift 
inthis miſ-fortune , or els by ſaffering his uſefull lite re waſt away, 
and be loſt under a feerer affliftion of an ucconicionable fize to 
homane ſtrength. / Againit all which eyiUs the mercy of this Mo- 
faick Law was gracioully ex[ubired, | 
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CHAP. III. 


T he ignorance and iniquity ofC arenLawproviding for theright of the bo 
dy in mariago,but nothing for the wrongs CT greevances of the mind, An 
o6jeflion. that the mind [rould b betiey looke to before comra't.,an(werd. 


JÞ" yaine theretor2 is it , and how prepgolterous in the Canon 
E Lay to have made ſach carefull proviſion agunſt the impedi- 
ment of carnall performance , and to haye had nocare abour the 
uncenyerfing inabiliry of mind , fo defeRive to the purelt an.i 
moſt facred end of matrimony : and that the veſlell of yoluptucu; 
enjoyment muſt be made good onhim that has raken 1t upon trufk 
without any caution , when as the mind trom whence muft flow 
the aRs of peace 2nd love, a tarre more pretious mixture then The 
uinrteflence of an excrement , though It be ſcung never i defici- 
©2317 and enable to perſourme tne belt dvty of martiage ina clcertuil 
and agreeable conver: tion, thailbeti.ovght good enough , however 
Hat and melancho.ious it be, and mult ſerve , theugh to caters 
n2!] diftutance and Janguiſhing of him that complains jim. Ve: 
wydome and charity witgh ne Gods owue inftiiuton, world tity. 
:hat the pining of a 24 ipiric yedded to Jonelines ſhoald d-torve ne 
2 free , alwe!! 3s t2 :Mpatiionce of a fenſuall defire iopr ent!y 
2.1ev'd, Tisread ton inikeLiturgy, thatwe mri 1157 mien Ho {2s 
fig 8he fleſk ly appetite, lize ore beiſts that Þave ws wnderfta rd nn: Dur 
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The Doltrine aud Diſcipline of Divorce, 
theCanon ſo runs, as if it dreamt of no other matter then ſuch arr 
appetite to beſatizty'd ; fort it happen that nature hath Ropt or 
extipovifhr the veing of ſenſuality , that mariage was annull'd. Bur 
rhovgh all the facolcies of rhe underſtanding and converfing part 
after triall appeare to be {oill and ſo averfly met through natures 
unalterable working , as that nerther peace, nor any ſoclable con- 
teprment cat follory , *cis ay nothing . the contract ſhall Rand as 
ficmeas ever , beride what will, What is this bur fecrecly to inſtru 
vs, that however many grave realons are pretended to the maried 
life, yer that nothing indeed is thought worth regard therein , bur 
the preſcrib'd fatisRtion of an irrationali heat ; which cannot be 
bnt 1gnominious to theftare of mariage, diſhonowable to the un- 
dervalu'd fonle of man, and even to Chriftian Doctrine it ſelfe. 
While it ſeems more mov'd at the diſappointing of an impetuous 


4—-ecrye , thn at the ingenuous grievance of a mind nnreaſorubly 
' yoakt ; andco place more of mariage in the channell of concupit- 


cence , then 1n the pure influ:nce of peace and love , whereof the 
culcs lawfnll contentment 15 the one onely fountain, 

Bur ſome are rezdy to objeR, that rhe difpoſition onghe ſeriouſly 
co be confider'd before. But ter them know againe, that for allthe 
warinzſſecan be us'd , it onay yet befall a difcreet man tobe miſtak'n 
inhis choice, and we haye plenty of examples. The ſobreſt and belt 
govern'd menare leaſt prattiz'd intheſe affairs ; and who knowes 
ot that the baſbfull muteneſsof a virgin may ofr-times hide all the 
unlive!yneſs and natural] fJoth which 1s really unfit for converſation ; 
nor is there that freedom of acceſle granted cr preſum'd , as may 
{office ro a perfeQ diſcerning till too late : and where any diſpoſi- 
tion is ſuſpeted , what more uſuallthen the perſwaſion of friends, 
chat arquainance, asir increaſes, will amen all, And laſtly, it is 
nor range thovgh many who have ſpent their youth chaſtly , arc 
#n ſome things not ſoquick-fighted , while they haſt ſo eagerly to 
I:ght the nupriall rorch ; nor is 1t therefore that for a modeſt error 
2 man ſhould forfeit ſo great a happinefſe, and no chatritable means to 
releaſe him, Since they who haye liv'd moſt looſely by reaſon of 
their bo!d accuſteming , provemoſt ſyccesfall intheir matches, be 
cauſe their wild affeRions unſettling ar will , bave been as ſo many 
Q yorces to reach them experience. When as the ſober man hamn- 
xing che appearance of modeſty , and hoping well of every ſociall 
v.riwe underthe yeile, may =? chance to meet, ifnot with a 
hedy ippuneuable , yt ge wit 8 mind to all pcher doe hy 

0 


what a fit helpe ſuch a conlore would be chroogh the whole life of a 
man, is leſſe pain to conjeAure thea to hays experience, 
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CHAP, III, 


The Second Reaſon of this Law, beeauſe withont it, mariage 4s it hapy'n? 
aft is mot aremedy of that which it promiſes, as - rationdll crearure 
world expeſt. That mariage, if we pattern from the beginning 4s our 
Saviour bids, warnot properly the remeay of laſt, but thefulſilling of 
conjugat love and helpfulneſs« 


AN thae we may farther ſee what 2 violent crnell thing it is 
to force the continning of thoſe rogether , whom God and na- 
ture in the gentleft end of marizge neverjoyn'd, divers eyils and ex- 
rremities that follow upon ſuch a compulſton , Call here be (:c in 
view, Ofevils the Erft and greateſt is, thac hereby a mot abſurd an4 
raſh ſmapucation 1s fixt non God and his holy Laws , efconniving 
and difpencing with open and common adulcery among his cheſen 
people ; athing which the rankefl politician would thinke ic thame 
and diſworſhip , that his Laws ſhould countenance ; how and in 
what manner this comes topaſſe, J fhall relerve, ill the courſe of 

2thod brings on the unfolding of many Scriptures. Next the Laws 
and Goſpell are hereby eade liable to more then one contradiction, 
which I referrealſo thither. Laſlly , the ſupreme diQue of charitte 
is hereby many wayes negleRedand violated. Which [ ſhall forthe 
with addreſſe to prove. Firſt we know St. Paw! fuith, [* i5 better to 
marry thee to bur, Mariage therefore was giv as a reracdy of that 
trouble : but what might this burning meane ? Certainly noe the 


meere motion of carnal! luſt, not the meer goad of a ſenfittve deſire; __ 


God does not principally rake care for ſuch cateell, What is it then 
bur that defire which God put into Adam in Paradile before he 
knew the fin of incontinenee ; that defire which God Gw it was 
not good that man ſhould belefr alone ro burne in , thedeſire and 
longing to put eff an unkindly foltarineſs by uniting another bo- 
dy, but not without a fit ſoule to bis 1a the cheerfull ſociety of wed- 
lock. /Which if it were {o needfull before the fall , when man was 
much more perfeR in himfelfe, how much moxe ig 3t necdtull now 

>: Ss againſt 


tion ifſaceſſible, and to all the more eſtimable and ſuperior pur- 
ſes of matrimony uſelefſe and almoſt liveleſſe: and what 2 ſolace, 
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Y y be "Vo THe and D! Crp 118 0f VOVOTrce, 
againſt all the ſorrows and caſualties of this life to haye an intimate 
and ſpeaking helpe, a rexdy and reviving aſſociate inmarriage : where- 
of who miflesby chancing ona mune and jpiritleſle mate, remaines 
more alone then before, and in abutping lefle ro be contain'd then 
that which is flcfhly and more to beconfider'd ; as being more deep- 
ly rovted even inthe fanltles innocence of nature, As for that other 
burning , which is bnt as it were the venom of a luſty and ovyer- 
aboueding concoRion, 1iR life and labonr , with theabatement of a 
tu'i diet may keep that low and obedient enough : but this pure and 
mr: inbred d-fire of joying toit ſeife in conjugall tellowſhip a fir 
coaverbing ſoule ( which defire 1s properly call'd love ) i« ſtronger then 
d:at), asihe ſponte of Chritt thought , many waters cannot quench it, 
r:e4' er can the flo:ds drown it. This is that rationall burning that ma- 
Tiage is to remedy , not to be allay'd with falting, nor with any pe- 
nance to b: ſab4n'd , which howcan he aflwage who by miſ-hap hath 
met the mo't namectelt and nafutable mind? Who hath the power 
to frupg'e with an intelligible Aarne , not in paradice tobe reſiſted, 
bece.m: now more ardent by being fail'd of whar in reaſon it looks 
for ; and ey-n thenmoſt unquencht, when the importunity of a pro- 
vender burning is well anough appeas'd; and yet the ſou! hath ob« 
taired nething of what it jaltly defires. Certain'y ſuch a one for- 
bi:d'n to divorce, is in effeR forbidd'n to marry, and compell'd ro 
greater difficultics then ina fingle life ; for if there be not a more 
bum:ins bu ning which mariage mu ſarisfic, or els may be difſoly'd, 
then char of copn/ation . mariage cannot be honourable ſor the meet 
redicirg and terminating loft between wo : ſeeing many beaſts 
in voluntary and choſen couples , Jive together as unadulteronſly, 
and are astin'y m rice in that refpet, Bur all ing:?nions men will 
ſce that the dignity ate blefiing of meriege is plac't rather inthe my- 
wal! enjoymcer: of that which the wanting ſon! needfally ſeeks, rhen 
vi that which the p eateous body world joyfully giveaway. Hence 
it is that P/ato 1n us feſtival difcourie brings in Socrates relating what 
hetan'd toheve learnt from the Prophetefle Dietima , how Love 
was the ſonne ef Pewwry , begot of Plenty inthe garden of [upiter, 

Which davinely forts with that whichineff-Rt £3 oſerrel's us, that 

L ove was the lon of Levelines, begot in Parzdice by that ſ#ciable and 

beptul! epricude which God impianted berwecn man and woman 

coward each other. The ſame allo is that burning mention'd by 

S. Paul witereof mariage ought to be the remedy ; the Fleſh hath 

other anal apd eaGe curbs wiuch are inthe poyer of any tempe- 

rate 


Reſtordto the good of both Sexes. 'S: 
' rate man, When therefore this originall and finles Pextry of Lovelines 
of the ſoule cannot lay it ſelfe downe by the fide of ſuch a meet and 
- 2cceptabl2 union as God ordain'd in miriiage , at lea!t in ſome pro- 
portion, it cannot concelye and bring fortu Love, but remains utter- 
ly unmarried under a formall wed.ocx and (i111 burnes 19 th2 prope! 
meaning of $. Pani, Then enters Hate , not that Hate that fing, buc 
that which on2ly is naturall diſſitisfaction and the turning afide 
from a mittaken'ojedt : if rhat miſtake have done wury, it tals not 
to dilmitle with recompence ; tor to retainſhill , ang not b2 adlg tc 
love, is to heap upmore injury, Thence this wiſe and pious T.aw of 
di{miſfion now detcaded roake beginning : He therefore who licking 
othis doein the moſt native and kumane end of marrivn2 , tiiinks 
' it bectexy to part then ro live ſadly 2nJ 1njucionſly to thac checrefn!l 
© coy'nant (for not to be beloy'd and yer retain'd is the grearelt injury to 
2 gentle ſpirit ) he J ſay who theretore ſeeks ro part, 1s one who kigl- 
* ly honours the married life and would not Hayn it : and the reaſons 
© which now move him to divorce, are equa!l to tie belt of tho!e tar 
_ conld firft warrant him to marry ; for, as was plainly ſhewn , len 
the hate which now diverts him and the lonelineſſe which lead; 
him (uil powerfully to ſeeke a fir helpe , {1arht nor rhe lealt grain cf: 
fn init, ifhe be worthy to wnJ2rſand himſelte, 


CHAP. V. 
T he third reaſ1n of this Law,hecarſe without it fe who has happu d wher's 
he finds nathing but remediles offences and diſcouteats, is in more nc. 
gre.ter temptations then ever before, 


== Yet it 1s next to be fear'd, if he mult be [til] bound wirt!:- 
_ out reaſon by a deafe rigor, that when he percetyesthe juſt Cx- 
p<ctance of his mind- defeated , he wili begin even again$ Law rc: 
cait about Where he way find his {2tis/actien more compaeat, un!clic 
2e bea thing heroycally vertuons, and that are not thecomaon 
/ym> of m<1 tor whom chicfly the Laws cuvcht ro be made, thoneh 
nutto their ſins yetto their untinning weakn:fes, it b:inz above 
their frenge? co enJuce the lone!y cltace , which while they ſhan'd, 
tUIcy ate taininto. And yer there foilows upon this a wore rempra« 
tion ; forit he be {uch 23 hath fpent his yout!! unbiamably an! l:yd 


up bis chiefeſt earthly comforts in the enjeyment of a contertcd' 


_ marriage, nor did negiect that furderance w! ich veas 10 he ohtain'd 
£:erein þy conſtant prayers, when he ſhall nd hinmiclfebound falt ro 
| C : CEEEDY 
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17 The Doiirme wid Dife plnt#f Divorce, 
an Mcomp'ying diſcord of nature ,, or, as it oft happens , to2n image 
of earth and Bcame , with whom he leokt to be the copartner of a 
f&rcer andgladfome ſocity and ſees withall that his bondage 1s now 
ipevitable , thengh he be almolt the firongeſt Chrittian, he will b2 
ready ro elifpaire in vertoe, and mutin again!t divine providence : and 
this dovbrlesis the reaſon ofrhio(e lapies and that melancholly de- 
fraire which we ſee in many wedded perſons , though they nnder- 
Bard it nor , or pretend other cauſes, becauſe they knory no remedy, 
and isof extreame danger ; therefore when human frailty ſurcharg'd, 
ivat ſuch a lofſe, charity ought to vencure much , and ale bold phy- 
ſick, left an oyer-tolt faith indavger to ſhipwrack, 


C HAP, VI. 
The Fourth Reaſon of this Lawthat God regards Love and Peace in tha 
family, more then a compulſive performance of mariage, which is more 
broke by a grievons continuance, then by a needfull drvarce. 


Ourthly , Mariage isa cov'nant the very beeing whereof confiſts, 
not ina forc't cohabitation , andcounteriet performance of du- 
ties, bur in uafaiced love and peace, And of matrimoniall loye no 
doubt butchat was chiefly meane , which by the ancient Sages was 
thus parabl'd , That Love, if he be not twin.born , yet hath a brother 
wondrous like him, call'd Azteros : whom while he ſecksall abonr, 
bischance is to meet with many fals and faining Deſires that wander 
ſingly up and down in her likenes. By them in their borrow'd garb, 
Love thovgh nor wholly blind , as Poets wrong lum , yet having bur 
one eye, as being born an Archer aiming , and that eye not the quic- 
keſt in this dark regien herebelow, which is ndt Loves proper ſphere, 
partly cnt of the timplicity , and credulity which is native to him, 
oken deceiy'd, imbraces and conforts him with theſe abvious and 
ſwoorned ftriplings, as if they were his Mothers own Sons , for ſo he 
thinks them, whilethey ſurtly keepe them(ſelyes moſt on his blin4 
fide. Bat after a while, as his manner is, when ſoaring up into the 
Iigh Towcr ofhis Apog<19, above the ſhadow ofthe carth , he darts 
out the dire& rayes cthis then molt piercing eyeſight upon the im- 
poltnres, and trim diiguiles that were us'd with him, and diſce;ns that 
this 1s nor fits genuin brother , as he itagin'd , he h:5no longer the 
power to hold f2!lowſhip with "fuci a p2rſonall mate. For trait his 
arrows looſe their golden heads, anJihed their purple feathers . his 
fik'n breades entwine, and flip their knots, and chat originall and firie 
verve giy'n him by Fate, allon a ſudilen goes out and leaves bim 
p undei- 


\CITOY 6 Fotre good of voth Dexcs. 


J - 
undeifi'd and defpoil'd of all his force : till finding Anteros at laſt , he 


kindles and repairs the aimofi faded ammunition of his Deity by the 
rcfleRion of a coequal & homogerea! fire, Thus mine amhbor [ung 1t to 


me; andby the leaye of thoſe who would be counted the only grave 


o02s; this isno meer amacorions novel { though to be wiſe and skilhul 
in theſe matters, men herecofore of greatelt name in vertue, have Ce 
feemed it one of the higheſt atks rthar human contemplation circling 
upwards, can make from che globy ſez whereon ſhe ſtands)bur thus Is a 
dep and ſerious verity , thewing us that Loye in mariage cannot Jive 
nor ſ{ubliſt an!eſſe 19 be mutual ; and where loye cannot b2, there can 
be lefe of wed:ieck nothing, but the empty husk of an ontfige rmatti- 
mony ; 43 undelightfull and onpleafing to God , as any other kind of 
hypecriſfie. Sofatre is his command from tying men to the o!/cr- 
vance of duties waich there is no help for, bur ttey mull be difſer- 
bl'd, 1f Salomonr advice be not oyerfrolick, Love joyfolly, ſth hegwith, 
the Wife whom thou loveſt,all thy adayer, for that ts thy portion. How ta2n, 
where We finde it impoſſible to rejoyce orto love, can we obcy 
this precept ? how miſerably do we defraud. our (elves of that com- 
fortable portien which God gives ns, by (itiving vainly to glue an 
ertor together wiich God and natnre will rot joyn; adding buc more 
vexaticn and violence to that blisfull ſociety by our ſmportunace 
ſuperſtition, that will not hearken to St. Pal, x Cor. 7.vho fpeakirg 
of mariage and divorce , determines plain enovgh in generall . thac 
God therein hath call'd vs to peace and not to bandave, Yea God himielt 
commands in his Law more then once, and by bis Prophet Malac! y, 
as Calvinand the belt tranflationsread, that he who hates ler hins dr- 
voree ; that is hetyho cannor loye : hence is it that the Rabvins and 
Afaimonides tarmous amorg the reſt in a Book ofhis ſer forth by Bux - 
torfins,tells us, that Divorce was permitted byMolts to preſert'e pole in 
mariage, and quiet in tne f.mily, Sorely the Jews lad their ſaving peace 
abote them , aſivellas we, yercare was tik'n that this wholſorn pro- 
viſion for houſhould peace ſheuwld alſo be allow'd them; and mult this 
be deny'd to Chriſtiars ? O perverſnes! that th: Law ſhonld be made 
more providene of peace-making then the Golpell ! rhar the 
Goſpel ſhould be put ro boo a mot necefiary hip of mercy from 
the Law but mult not hayeir : and that rogrin inthe mill of an vn 

delighted and (ervilcopu/ation , owt be the only forc't work of 
Ciriftian mariage , oft times with fuch a vokeſellow , from wi:om 
bath love anſpzace, both nature and Relig'on mourns to be !epa- 
rated, J cqanct therefore he fo Cifligent, as nor lecurely to conclude, 
Eons IP [14G 
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that tg WO Can re celye notaing of the moſt important helps it 
wariage , being thercby dilinab! 'd to returne that ducy which is his ; 
with a cleare and hearty countenance; and thus continues to gricy? 

rom hz wouid not . an 1s nolefl: 9; 1ev'd, rhar man ought eyen for 
Joves ſz keand peace 10 mny D; vorce upon good and liberal condi: 

tionsto the dtvore te A \nd :t {5 4/cijie breach of wedleck to part W!ti 
wiſcand quiet conſent b2umes , thenltill ro toileard profane that 

myltery of joy apd union with a pollutirg ladnefſe.and perpetual di- 
ticmper ; for it 15 NOT 110 Gt: wad continu! ng of mariage that keepe 
whole that coy nant 4 UL vAglotyer does moſt 2ccordine oO peace 
:nd love, w.cmher in matizge or indivorce, he it is that breaks ma- 
r1292 leat?; I! being [L) ten WI:iten that Love ouely Fn the fullf; ling 01 


every © on 14ad: inet. 
- H AP, VII. 
The Fif: Reaſi 1 that 7 abieg 7 more 4 Pinder s an A diſturbs the whole lif2 of 
A Chriſtian, ther, 2 3 trimmny $37: d.to be » 2carably Un 8, and doth the 
ſaree iy effet! thai tt, 19 liut ri 11s wat fc: . 


() 4 can 0 


?Ifthly , as! tlicle Drivits ot 01d Were mc robe long i in iortow, orif 
how: were, thzy conl{not 17g'1]y execnte their fun&tion {o eye- 

ry true Chriliien in a Higher 0:4] r af Prieſt:ocd is a p2rion,dedi- 
cate to joy and peace eftcrisg, | ume a liyely {acrifice of praiſe and 
tankGivirg , and Ui yI# is no Chir: [[t:12g duty thats no be fea- 
tn'd and fer off with clecreoin noe x ; Wire 18 a th enlind onward and 
mermining crofles may yet be done we'l,as in this vale of reares, but 
In (Inch 2 be »! 'GMe atHiC *\; i On :$tins OM; ing tte very foundation of 
his inmo{t n:tnre when he (hail be forct rg love 2g11n{ta poſſibilie 
ty, and to uſe a diiuowlation again;lt | x Ie i tie perpetual and 
cexfeicfe dntieg et a lnsband dowhils ties his wy! * le cnty of ſerving God 
nut needs be bind and tamed with a4 unpreparedneſſe and 
od. jo6t;0:1 Of ISLES Wer {ond has ng del jr t. Who keewittl;er- 
tore how. much more Curiſiirity it wontd be to hroaks ty di. 
vo:ce that which is more brokenty node and toichle ker 3: 
thor _ nto c: "_ Alter of tie Lord with cetty, wwe 'C thi he 
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Reſt,r'd to the grod of both See5, +, 


of a former ill-twitted wedlock, begott'n only out of a beftta!l nece!- , 


ſitie without any true love or contentment, or joy to their parents, 
ſothat in ſome {enſe we may call them the children of wrath and ans 
guiſh,yhich will as little conduce totheir ſanitying, as it they had 
been baſtards ; for nothing more then diſtarbance of mind ſuſpend: 
ns from approaching to God. Such adilturbance eſpecially as both 
aſſaults our faith and truſt in Gods providence, and ends, it there be 
not a miracle of vertue on either fide,not onely in bitternes & wrath, 
the canker of deyotion, bur in a deſperate and vitious carcleſneſſe; 
wher, he (ces himaſelf without fault ot his, train'd by a deceitfull bait 
into a ſnare of miſery, betrai'd by an alluring, ordinance, and then 
made the thrall of heavines and diſcomfort by an undivorcing Law 
of God, as he erroneouſly thinks,but of mans iniquitie, as the truth 
is ; for that God preferrcs the free and cheertfull worſhip of a Chritti- 
an, before the grievous and cxaGted obſervance ot an unhappy mar- 
riage, beſides that the generall maximes of Religion affureus , will 
be more manifeſt by drawing a parallel] argument from the ground 
of divorcing an Idolatrefſe, which was, lett he ſhonld alienate his 
heart from the true worſhip of God : and what difference is there 
whether ſhe pervert him to ſuperſtition by her inticing ſorcery , or 
dilimable him in the whole ſervice of God through the dilturbance of 
her unhelpfull and unfit ſocicty ; and fo drive him at laſt through 
murmuring and deſpair tothoughts of Arheiſme; neicher doth it let» 
ſen the cauſe of ſeparating inthat the one willinglyallures him trom 
the faith, the other perhaps unwillingly drives him; for in the ac- 
count of God it comes all toone that the wife looſes him a ſervant; 
and therfore by all the united force of the Decalogae ſhe ought to be 
disbanded, unlefſe we mult ſet marriage above God and charity, 
which is a doQtrine of divels no lefle then forbidding to marry. 


CHAP. VIII. 

That an idolatrows Heretich eught to be divorc't after a contenient ſpace giv/n 
to hope of converſion. That place of Corinth. 7. reſt” d from a twofold errc* 
neow expoſition, and that the common expoſuters flatly contradif@ the moral 
Law. 

Nd here by the way to illuſtrate the whole queſtion of divorce, 
ere this treatiſe end, Iſhall not be Joath to ſpend a few lines in 
hope to give a full reſolve of that which is yet ſo much controvert- 
ed,whether an idolatrous heretick ought to be divorc't, To the re- 
{ulving 
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I$ The Dofrine and Diſcipline of Divorce, 

ſolving whereof we muſt firſt know that the Fews were commanded 
to divorce an unbelceving Gentile for two cauſes: firſt, becauſe all 0s 
ther Nations,eſpecially the Canaanites were to themunclean.Second- 
ly,to avoid ſeducement. That other Nations were to the Jews im* 
purezeven tothe ſeparating of marriage,will appear out of Exod. 34+ 
16, Dent.7. 3.6. compar'd with Ezra 9. 2. alſo Chap.10. 10,11. Nehem. 
13.30.This was the ground of that doubt rais'd among the Corinthi= 
ns by ſome of the Circumciſion; Whether an unbeleever were not 
{111 to be counted an unclean thing, ſoas that they ought to divorce 
from ſuch a perſon. This doubt of theirs S. Pau! removes by an Eyan-» 
gelica)l reaſon, having reſpe& to that viſion of S. Peter, wherein the 
diltinftion of clean and unclean being aboliſhe, all living creatures 
wereſanified to a pure and Chriſtian uſe, and mankind eſpecially, 
now invited by a generall call tothe cov'nant of grace. Therefore 
Caith S.Paul;The unbeleeving wife is ſanfify'd by the husband;that is,made 
pure and lawfull to his uſe; ſo that he need not put her away for fear 
let her unbelcef ſhould defile him 3 but that if he found her love ſtill 
towards him, he might rather hope to win her. The ſecond reaſon of 
that divorce was to avoid ſeducement , as is prov'd by comparin 

thoſe places of the Law, to that which Ezraand Nehemiahdid by di- 
vine warrant in compelling the Jews to forgo their wives. And this 
reaſon is moral and perpetuall in the rule of Chriſtian faith withour 
evaſion. Thereforeſaith the Apofile 2 Cor. 6. Miſ-yoke not together with 
infidels,which is interpreted of marriage in the firſt place. And al- 
though the former legall pollution be now don off, yet there is a ſpi« 
rituall contagion in Idolatry as much to be ſhun'd ; and though ſe» 
ducement were not to be fear'd, yet where there is no hope of con* 
vertingthere alwayes ought to be a certain religions on—_ and 
abhorring, which can no way ſort with marriage. Therefore ſaith S. 
P aul W hat fellowſhip hath righteouſneſſe with unrighteouſneſſe? what commu 
ion hath light with darknes ? what concord hath Chriſt with Belial ? what 


' part hath hethat beleeveth with an infidel ? And inthe next verſe but one 


he moralizes and makes us liable to that command of Tſziah, Where= 
fore come ont from among them, and bee ſeparate, ſaith the Lord, touch not the 
unclean thing, and I willreceive ye. And this command thus Goſpelliz'd 
tous,hath the ſameforce with that wheron Ezr4 grounded the pious 
neceſlity of divorcing. Neither had he other commiſſion for what ke 
did,then ſuch a generall command in Det. as this, nay not ſodire& 
as this; for he js bid there uot to marry, but not bid to divorce, and 


yet 
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yet we Ccewith what a zeal and confidence he was the anthor of 2 
generall divorce between the faithfull and unfaichfall ſeed. The Go- 
{pel is more plainly on hi fide according to three of the Eyangeliſts, 
then the words of the Law ; for wherethe caſe of divorce is handled 
with ſuch a ſeverity as was fitteſt to aggravate the fault of unbound- 
ed licence; yet ſtill in the ſame chapter when it comes into queſtion 
afterwards whether any civill reſpe&; or naturall relation which is 
deareſt, may be our plea to divide,or hinder, or bur delay our duty 


to religion, we hear it determin'd that father and mother, and wite | 


alſo is not only to be hated, bur forſak'n, if we mean to inherit che 
great reward there promis'd.Nar will it ſuffice to be pur off by ſaying, 
we mult forſake them only by not conſenting or not complying witix 
them, for that were to be don, and roundly too, though being of the 
ſame faith they ſhould but ſeek, out of a flefhly tendernes to weak'n 
our Chriſtian | bormarrk with worldly perſwaſtons, or but to unlettle 
our conſtancic with timorous and ſoftning ſuggeltions: as we may 
read with what a vehemence jo» the patientelt of men, rejefted the 
deſperate counſels of his wite;and Mſes the meckeſt being through» 
ly offended with the prophane ſpeeches of Zippore, ſent her back to 
her father. Bur if they ſhall perpetually at our elbow ſeduce us from 
the true worſhip of God,or defile and daily ſcandalize our conſcience 
by their hopeles continuance in misbeliet, then ey'n in the due pro» 
greſſe of reaſon , and that ever-equall proportion which jaſtice you 
ceeds by,it cannot be imagin'd that this cited place, commands lefſe 
then a totall and finall ſeparation from ſuch an adherent; at leaſt 
that no force ſhould beus'd to keep them together: while weremem- 
ber that God commanded A/raham to ſend away his irreligious wife 
and her ſon for the offences which they gave ina pious family. And 
it may be gueſtthat Dvid tor the like cauſe diſpos'd of Michael in 
ſuch a ſortzas little differ'd from a diſinifſion. Therfore againſtreite= 
rated ſcandals and ſeducements which never ceaſe, much more can 
no otherremedie or retirement be found bur abſolute departure. For 
what kind of matrimony canthat remain to be, what one dutie be- 
tween ſuch can be pertorm'd as it ſhould be from the heart, when 
their thoughts and ſpirits flie aſunder as farre as heaven from hell; 
cipeciallyitthe time that hope ſhould ſend forth her expetted bloſ- 
ſoms bepaſt in vain. Ir will eaſily be true thzt a father or brother 
may be hated zealouſly,and lov'd civilly or naturally ;for thoſe du- 
Lics may be pexform'd at diltancezand do _ of any lopg __ 
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but how the peace and perpetuall cohabitation of marriage can be 
kept,how that benevolent and intimate communion of budy can be 
hed with one that mult be hated with a molt operative hatred, muit 
be forſak'n and yet continually dwelt with and accompanied , he 
vi ho candiſlinguiſh,hath the giſt of an affeftion very odly divided 
and contriv'd : waile others both juitand wiſe, and S»/omon among 
the reft, if they may not hate and forſake as /jes enjoyns, and the 
Golpcl imports, will find ic impoſſible not tolove ctherwite then will 
F fort with the love of Gud, whole jcaloulte brooks no corrivall. And 
TTY whether is more likely,that Chrilt bidding to torfake wite tor religt» 
j 'f on, meant it by divorce as 4/oſes meant it > wholſc Law grounded on 
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x | morall reaſon,was both his ottce and kis clicnce to maintain, or that 
it , he ſhould bring a new Morality into re!igion,not only new, but con» 
| « trary to an unchangeable command, and dangeronily derogating 
| trom our love and worſhip of God. As it when 419ſcshad bid divorce 
abiolutely,and Chrilt had faid,hatc and forſake,and his Apoſtle had 
{:*d, nocommtnion with Chritt and Belzz/, yct that Chriit attcr all 
: this could be underffond toſay, divorce nct , no not tor religion, fe» 
[ dncc,or ſeduce not. What mivhty and invilible Remora is this in 
matrimony able todemur,and to contemne all the divortve engines 
in acaven orecarth. Both which may now paſſe away it this be true, 
, / formorethen many Jots or tittles, a whole moral] Law is abo]iſhr. 
6 Bur if wedare belceye it is not,then in the method of religiongand to 

_ : ſavethehonour anddignity of our faith, we are toretreat, & gathey , 
up ourſelves from the obſervance of an interior and civill ordinance, 
'-  totheſtrit maintaining of a general and religious command, which 
is written, Thox ſhalt make 10 coz nant with them, Dent, 7. 2. 3. and that 
covnant which cannot bcelawtully madc,we have direCftions and ex» 

amples lawfully to diffolve. Alſo Chron. 2. 19. Showldſt thou love them | 

7 | ;bat hate the Lord? No doubtlefle : for there is a certain ſcale of dutics, | | 

T.:%: there is a certain Hierarchy of upper and lower commands , which 

for want of ſtudying in right order.all the world is in confulion, 

- Upon theſe principles I anſwer, that a right beleever onght to i-. 

' ©; vorcean idolatrous heretick,nnlefſeupon better hopes:however that 

It i3 in the beleevyers choiceto divorce or not. J 

The former part will be maniteit thus; firit, an apoſtate idolater t 
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whether husband or wite ſcducing was todie by the decree of God, 
Dent.13.6.9. that mariage thertore God himfelt diſfoyns : tor others 
born idolaters thc moral! reaſon of their dangerous keeping,and the 
i Wy Incoms 


Y 27 
incommunicable antagony that is hetween Chriit and Bela, will be 
ſufficient to enforce the commandment oi thoſe two inſpir'd retorm-= 
ers, Ezraand Nehemiah, to put an Idolater away as well under the 
Gotpel. L : 
Thelatter partzthat alchongh there be no ſeducement tear d,yct ii 
there beno hope giv'ngthe divorce is lawful,will appear by this,that 
dolatrons marriage is tiil] hatctull ro God,thertore til] it may bo (1- 
vorc't by thepatern of that warrant that Ezr2had ; and by thelame 
evcrlaſling reaſon : Neither can any man give an account whertore, 
if thole whom God joyns,no man may ſeparatezit ſhon!d not tollow, 
that,whom he joyns not,but hates to joyn, thote man ought to ſepa» 
rate.But ſaith the Lavwyer,that which ought not have been don,once 
donzavails. I anſiver , this is but a crotchet of the Law, bur that 
brought againlt it, is plain Scripture. As for what Chrilt ſpake con» 
cerning divorce, tis confett by all knowing men, he meant onely be- 
tween them of the ſame fairh. But what (rall we ſay then to 5S. Par! 
who ſeems to bid us not divorce an Intidell wilting toltay ? We may 
ſatcly ſay thns; that wrong colleftions have becn hitherto made our 
of thoſe words by modern Divines. Fis dritt, as was heard betore, is 
plain:not to command our ſtay in mariage with an Intidell;that had 
been a flat renouncing of the religious and mora!l Law;but tointorm 
the Corinthians that the body of an unbeleever was not defilingzit his 
Qa:tire tolive in Chritian wedlock thewd any likelihood that his 
ncart was opening tothe taith : and thertore adviſes to forbear de- 
partureſolongztil nothing have been negleted to fet forward a cons 
vertion : this Iſay he adviſes, and that with certain cautions z not 
commands: If we can takeup ſo much credit tor him, as to get him 
belcev'd upon his own word; tor what is this els but his countell in a 
thing indifferenty to the reſt ſpekh T, not the Lord; tor though ir be truc 
that the Lord never ſpake itzyet from S. Pau's month we thould have 
took it as a command,had not himfelt forewarnd us,and ditclainr'd; 
- which, notwithitandins it we {hall {till at:ouch to be a command, he 
palpably denying it, this is not to cxpound S. Pax] , but to out-tace 
him. Neither doth it follow, but that the Apoltle may interpole his 
judgement in a caſe of Chrittian liberty without the guilt ot adding 
to Gods word. How do we know mariage or linglelite to be of choice, 
but by ſuch like words as thele, 1ſheak this by permiſſion, not of command= 
ment,T have no-cM1mmand of the Lord, yet T give my judgement. \Why (hall not 
thelixe words haye leaye to lignific a treedom in this our prelent 
3 quclzong 


= $SOT?HE Ke IT 1 CAC)» 


LS 
wx—_— 
* 


* . \\ 


— 


_ 
a —_ 


# * 
6 w >» 


U - —_—— P 
10G 1 Ui are wihek o/ 


22 - 
queliionghough Bezadeny. Neither is the Scripture hereby lefle in» 
{pird becauſe S. Par confelles to have writt'n therein what he had 
not of coinmand; for we grant that the Spirit of God led him thus to 
exprefſe himſelf to Chriſtian prudence in a matter Which God 
thought belt ro leave uncommanded. Bez;z therefore mult be warily 
read when he taxes S. Auſtine of blaſphemy for holding that S. Paut 
{pakec heer as of a thing indifferent. Bur it it muſt be a command , I 
ſhall yet the more evinceit tobe a command that we ſhould herein 
belett free : and that out of the Oreek word us'd in the 12. v. which 
inſtructs us plainly , there muſt be a Joynt aſſent and goud liking on 
both {ides; he that will not deprave the Text,muſt thus render it ; If « 
hrother have anunbeleeving wife, and ſhe joyn in conſent to dwell with him 
(which cannot utterlefſe tous then a mutuall agreement ) ler him 
not put her away torthe meer ſurmiſe of Judaicall uncleannes : and 
the reaſon follows,for the body of an intidell is not polluted, neither 
to benevolence, norto ro—_ Moreover, this note of mutuall 
complacencie forbids all offer of ſeducement ; which to a perſon of 
zcal cannot be attempted without great offence : if therefore ſeduces 
ment be fear'd,this place hinders not divorce. Another caution was 
put in this ſuppoſed command,ot not bringing the beleever into bon- 
digehereby,which doubtles might prove extreme;if Chriſtian liber- 
ty and conſcience were left to the humor of a pagan ſtaying at plea- 
luretoplay with, and to vex and wound with a thouſand ſcandals 
and burdens, above ſtrength to bear : If therfore the conceived hope 
of gaining a ſoul;cometo nothing, then charity commands that the 


belecyer be not wearied out with endlefſe waiting under many grie- ' 


vances ſore to hisſpirit ; but that reſpe&be had rather tothe preſent 
ſuffering of a true Chriſtian , then the uncertain winning of an ob» 
dur'd heretick. The counſell we have from S. Paulto hope , cannot 
countermand the morall and Evangelick charge we have from God 
to fearſeducement,to ſeperate from the misbelceyer,the unclean, the 
obdurate. The Apoltle wiſheth us to hope , but does not ſend us a 
wooll-gathering atter vain hope:he ſaith, How knoweſt thow,O maangwbe- 
tber thou ſa't ſave thy wife, that is, till he try all due means, and ſet 
ſome reaſonable time tohimſelt after which he may give over waſh- 
ing an _— if he will hear the advice of the Goſpel, Caſt not pearls 
before ſwinez{aith Chrilt him(elf. Let him be to thee as a heathen. S, bake tle 
duſt off thy fect. It this be not anough, hate and for/ake, what relation ſo- 
ever. And thi: alſothat follows, mult appertaiu to the precept. Le: 
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y. ever) man wherin bets call'd therein abide with God.y.24. that is, ſowalk” 


ing in his inferior calling of mariage,as not by dangerous ſubje&ion 
to that ordinance, to hinder and diſturb the _— calling of his 
Chriſtianity. Laſt, and never too oft remembred, whether this be a 
command or an adyice, we mult Jook that it be ſo underſtood, as not 
tocontradidt the leaſt point of morall religion that God hath for- 
merly commanded, otherwiſe what do we bur ſet the morall Law 
and the Goſpd at civill war together : and who then ſhall be able to 
ſerve thoſe two maſters ? 
CHAP. IX 


That adultery 4 not the greateſt breach of matrimony , that there may be other 
violations 4 great- 
Ow whether Idolatry or Adultery be the greateſt violation of 
mariage, if any demand, let him thus . » that among 
Chriſtian Wiikers touching matrimony , there be three chief ends 
thereof agreed on;Godly ſociety, next civill, and thirdly, that of the 
mariage-bed.Of theſe the firſtin name to be the higheſt and moſt ex- 


* cellent, no baptiz'd man can deny ; nor that Idolatry ſmites dire&ly 


againſt this primeend,nor that ſuch as the violated end is,ſuch is the 
violation : but he who affirms adultery to be the higheſt breach, af- 
firms the bed to be the higheſt of mariage, which is in truth a grofſe 


© and boriſh opinion;how common ſoever;as far from the countenance 


of A as from the light of all clean philoſophy, or civill na» 


ture. And out of queltion the cheerfull helpthat may be in mariage 
toward ſanQity of life, isthe pureſt, and {othe nobleſt end of that 
contra: bur if the particular of each perſon be confider'd, then of 
thoſe three ends which God appointed,that to him isgreateft which 
is moſt neceſſary : and mariage is then moſt brok'n on ={ when tte 
utterly wants the fruition of that which he moſt ſought therin, whe- 
ther it were religious,civill, or corporall ſociety. Ot which wants to 
do himright by divorce onely forthe laſt and meaneſt, is a perverſe 
injury, and the pretended reaſon of it as frigid as frigidity it ſelf, 
which the Code and Canon are only ſenfible of. Thus much of this 
controverſie.Inow returnto the former arguraent-And baving ſhewn 


that diſproportion, contrariety, or numneſle of mind may juſtly be 


divorc't, by proving already that > pm——ger therot oppoſes the 
; ers not mariageto ſatisfie that 
anteNeftuall and innocent defire which God himſelt kind1'd in man 
to be the bond of wedlock, but ply to remedy a fublugary & beltiall 
burying, 
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23 The Dotrime and Diſciplae of DIVorce, 
burning, which fragall diet without mariage would eafily chaſt'n, 
Next thatit drives many totranſgrefſe the conjugall bed , while the 
ſoul wanders after that ſatisfa&ion which it had hope to find at 
home,but hath mis't. Or cls it {its repining even to Athcifm finding 
it {clf hardly dealt with, but miſdeeming the caule to be in Gods 
Law,which 15 in mans unrighteous ignorance.I have thew'n alſo how 
it unties the inward knot of mariage,which is peace and love(it that 
can be unti'd which was never knit) while it aimes to keep talt the 
outward formalitic ; how ir Jets perith the Chriſtian man, to compell 
impoſiibly the maried man. 
CHAP. X. 
The Sixth Reaſon of thu Law, that to» prohibit divorce ſought for natural; 
catiſes 19 againſt nature. 

Li He ſixt place declares this prohibition to be as reſpeCtlefle of hu- 

mane nature asit is of religion, and therefore is not of God. He 
teaches that an unlawtfull mariage may be lawfully divorc't. And 
that thoſe who having throughly diſcer'd each others diſpolition 
which oft=times cannot be till atter matrimony, ſhall then find a 
powerfull relu&ance and recoile of nature on either {ide blaſting all 
the content of their mutuall ſociety, that ſuch perſons are not laws 
fully maried (touſe the Apoſtles words) S ay 1 theſe things as a man, or 
ſaith not the Law alſo the ſame? for it 1s writs, Deut.22. Thou ſhalt not ſuwe 
thy vineyard with divers ſeeds, Icſt thou defile both. Thow ſalt not plow with 
an Ox and an Aﬀſſe tozether,and the like. I follow the pattern of S. Pauls 
reaſoning ; Doth God care for aſſes and oxen, how ill they yoke together, 
or #5 it not ſaid altogether for owr ſakes ? for owr ſakes no doubt this 38 writtn. 
Yea the Apoltle himſelf in the forecited 2 Corznth. 6. 14. alludes from 
that place of Dext. to forbid miſ-yoking mariage; as by the Greek 
word is evident, though he inſtance but in one example of miſ- 
matching with an Inhdell : yet next to that what can be a fouler 
incongruitie, g greater violence to the reverend ſecret of nature,then 
to force a mixture of minds that cannot unite, and toſowe the fur» 
row of mans nativity with ſeed of two incoherent and uncombi- 
ning diſpoſitions; which a& being kindly and voluntarie, as it 
ought, the Apoſtle in the language he wrote call'd Exmoia, and the 
Latines Benevolencc, intimating the originall thereof tobe in the un» 
deritanding and the will: if not,ſurely there is nothing which might 
more properly be call'd a malevolence rather ; and is the moſt inju- 
ous and unnatural tribute that can be extorted from a perſon en- 
dew'd 
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dew'd with reaſon,to be made pay out the beſt ſubſtance of his body, 
and of his ſoul too, as ſome think, when cither for Juſt and powertul! 
cauſes he cannor like, or from unequall cauſes finds not recompence. 
And that there is a hidden efficacic of love and hatred inman as well 
as in other kinds, not morall,but naturall,yhich though not alwaies 
in the choice, yet in the ſuccefſe of mariage will cyer be moit predo- 
minant, belides daily experience, the author of Eccleſcaſticus , whoſe: 
wiſedom hath ſet him next the Bible, acknowledges, 13+ 19. A man, 
faith he, will cleave to his like. But what might be the cauſe, wherher 
each ones allotted Genivs or proper Star, or whether the ſupernall in- 
fluence of Schemes and angular aſpedts or this clementall Craſir here 
below, whether all theſe 1oyntly or tingly meeting friendly, or un- 
friendly in either party, Idare not, with the men am likeſtto clafh, 
appear ſomuch a Philoſopher as to conjecture. The ancient Proverb 
in Hymerleſſe obftruſe entitles this work of leading each like perion 
to his like,peculiarly co God hiceſelf : which is plain anough alſo by 
his naming of a meet or like help in the firlt cfpouſall inliituted ; and 
that every woman is mect for every manznon? ſo abſurd as to affirm; 
Seeing then there is indeed a twotold Seminary or itock in nature, 
from whence are deriv'd the iſſues of love aud hatred diltin&ly flow- 
ing through the whole maſſe of created things, and that Gods doing, 
ever is to bring the due likenefſes and harmonics of his works toge-» 
ther,except when out of two contrarics met to their own deſiruCtion, 
he moulds a third exiſtence , and that it is error, or ſome evil Angel 
which either blindly or malicioufly hath drawn together in two per- 
ſons ill in-barkt in wedlock theflecping diſcords and enmities of na» 
ture1uJl'd on purpoſe with ſome falte bait, that they may wake to 
agony anditrite, later then prevention could have wilhr, it from the 
bent of juſt and honeſt intentions beginning what was begun, and ſo 
continuing, all that is equall , all that is fair and potuble hath becn 
tid, and no accommodation likely to ſucceed what tolly is ic {till to 
{fand combating and battering againlt invincible cauſes and cfleCts, 
with evil] upon evill;till neither the beſt of our dayes be linger'd our, 
orended with ſome ſpecding ſorrow. The witc Eccleſraſticus adviſes ra» 
ther, 37. 27. My ſon, prove thy ſoul inthy life, ſee bat # evill for it, and gzve 
not that unto it. Reaſon he had tolay fo; for it the noitomneſic or dit- 
figurement of body can ſoon deltroy the lympachy of mind to wed- 
lock duties, much more will the annoyance and trouble of mind 
intuſezt(elt intoall the facultics and on. of the body, to render 
then? 
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them invalid, unkindly, antl even unholy againſt the fundamentall 
Jaw book of nature,which Moſes never thwarts,but reverences: there- 
fore he commands ns toforce nothing againtt ſympathy or naturall 
order, nonot upon the moſt abjef creatures; to ſhew that ſuch an in- 
dignitic cannot be offer d to man without an impivus crime. And 
certainly thoſe divine meditating words of finding out a meet and 
like helpto man, have in them a condideration of more then the inde« 
finitelikeneſſe of womanhood ; nor are they to be made waſte paper 
on, for the dulnefſe of Canon divinity : no nor thoſe other allegorick 
precepts of beneficence fetcht out of the cloſct of nature to teach us 
goodnes and compaſſion in not compelling together unmatchable 
ſocicties, or if they meet through miſchance, by all conſequence to 
diſ-joyn them,as God and nature ſignifies,and lefures to us not only 
by thoſe recited decrees, but ev'n by the firſt and laſt of all his vilible 
works ; when by his divorcing command the world firit roſe out of 
Chaos, nor can be renewed again out of contulion but by the ſepara» 
ting of unmeet conforts. 


CHAP. XL. 
The ſeuenth Reaſon, That ſ\metimes continuance in mariage may be evident'y 
the ſnortning or endangering of life to either party, butch Law and Divinity 
eoccludinggbat life #* to be prefer d before mariaze the intended ſolace of lifes 


So nc. pn Canon Law and Divines conſent;that if either party 
kJ befound contriving againſt anothers life, they may be ſever'd by 
divorce; fora fin againſt the life of mariage, is greater then a fin 
againſt the bed: the one deſtroys,the other but defiles : The ſame may 
be ſaid rouching thoſe perſons who being of a penfive nature and 
cours of life-haveſuni'd up all their ſolace in that tree and lightſome 
converſation which God and man intends in mariage: wherof when 
they ſce themſelves depriv'd by mecting an unſociable conſort, they 
oit-times reſenrone anothers miſtake ſo deeply, that Jong it is not ere 
gricfe end one of them. Whentherfore this danger js forcſeengthat the 
life is in perill by living together, what matter is it whether helples 
gricf, or wiltull praRice be the cauſe; This is certain, that the preſer- 
vation of liteis more worth then the compullory keeping of mariage; 
and it isnolefſe then crueltie ro force a man toremain in that ſtate as 
the ſolace of his life,which he and his triends know will be either the 
undoing or the diſhearting of his life. And what is life without the 

vizor 
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vigor and ſpirirfull exerciſe of life? how can it beuſefuſl cicher to pri- 
vateor publick employment ? ſhall it therfore be quite dejefted, 
though never ſo valuable, and left ro moulder away in heavines for 
the ſuperkitious and impoſſible performance of an ill<driy'n bargain? 
Nothing more inviolable then vows made to God, yet we read in 
Numbers that if a wife had made ſuch a vow,the meer will and autho- 
ritic of her husband might break it ; how much mores may he break 
theercor of his own bonds with an unke and miſtak'n wife, tothe ſas 
ving of his welfarc, his life, yea his faith and vertue from the hazard 
of over-{trong temptations 3 for it man be Lord of the Sabbath, to the 
curing of a Feyor, can he be lefle then Lord of mariage in fuch im-+ 
portant cauſes as theſe? 


CHAP. XIL 


The eighth Reaſon, 1: 1s probable, or rather certain, that every one who happ'ss 
to marry, hath not the calling, and therfore upon unfitneſſe found and conſe« 
der d, force ought not to be ud. 


| ra Itis moſtſure that ſome even of thoſe who are not plain- 
ly defe&tve in body, yet are deſtitute of all other mariageable 
gitts,and conſequently have not the calling to marry;unlefle nothing 
be requilite thereto but a meer initrumentall body ; which to affirm, 
isto that unanimous Covenant a reproach: yet it is as ſurethat many 
ſuch, not of their own delire, but by the perſwalion of friends, or not 
knowing themſelves, do often enter into wedlock ; where finding the 
difference at length between the duties of a married lite,and the gitts 
of a {inglelife ; what unfitnes of mind, what weariſomnefſe, what 
{cruples and doubts to an incredible offence and diſpleaſure are like 
to follow betwecn,may be ſoon imagined : whom thus to ſhut up and 
immure and ſhut up together, the one with a miſchoſen mate, the 
other in a miſtaken calling, is not a cours that Chriſtian wiſdom and 
renderneffe onght to uſe. As for the cuftome that ſome parents and 
guardians have of forcing mariages, it will be better toſay nothing 
of ſuch a ſavage inhumanity, but onely thus, that the Law which 


gives not all treedom of divorce to any creature enducd with reaſon 
toaffalinated, is next in cruelty. 
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CHAP. XIIL 

The ninth Reaſon, Becauſe mariage 3s not 4 meer carnal coition, but a bumane 

Society,where that cannot reaſonably be hadythere can be no true matrimony. 

Mariage compar'd with all other con nants and voros warrantably broken 

for the good of man. Maricge the Ppilts Sacrament, and unfit mariage the 
Proteſiants Idol. 


Inthly, Iſuppoſeit will be allow'd us that mariage is a human 

Society, and that all human ſociety mult proceed from the 
mind rather then the body, cls it would bc but. a kind ot animall or 
bealti.o mectingzit the mind theretore cannot have that due compa* 
nv by mariagezthat ir may reaſonably ind humanly defirecthatmari- 
agecan be no human ſocicty , but « certain tormality z or guilding 
over ot little better then a brutiſh congrefſe, and ſo in very wiſdome 
and purencfle to be diſoly?d. 

Bur mariage is more then human, the Covenant of God, Prov. 2. 17, 
therforc man cannot diflolve it. I anſwer, if ic be more then human, 
ſo much the more it argues the chief ſociety thereof to be in the ſoul 
rather thcu in; che body,and the greateſt breach rherof tobe untitneſle 
of mind rather then detef of body : for the body can haveleaſt affi- 
nity in a coy'nant more then human, ſo that the reaſon of difſolving 
holds good the rather. Again, I anſwer, that the Sabbath is a higher 
inltitution, a con: mand of the tirit Table, tor the breach wherot God 
hath far more and ottnertcltity'd his anger;then for divorces, which 
=_ Moſes to Malachy he neyer took diſpleaſure at, nor then neither, 

we mark the Text; and yet as oft as the good of man is concern'd, 
he not only permits, but commandsto break the Sabbath. What cos 
V*nant more contrafted with God, and lefſe in mans power, then the 
vow which hath oncepaſt his lips? yet it it be found raſh, if offenfive 
if unfruitfull either to Gods glory or the good of man , our dodrine 
forcesnoterror and unwillingnes ickſomly to keep it , but counſels 
wiſdom and better thoughts boldly to break it; therfore to enjoyn 
the indiffoluble keeping of a mariage found unfit againit the good of 
man both ſoul and budy,as hath been evidenc'tis to make an Idol of 
mariage, to adyanceit above the worſhip of God and the good of 
manzto make it a tranſcendent command,above both the ſecond and 
the firſt Table, which is a moſt prodigious dodtrine. 

Next, wheras they cite out of the Proverbs, that it is the Cor/nant of 
Gog, and therfore more then human, that conſequence is nu 

: alle; 
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falſe : for ſo the covnant which Zedechizh made with the Infidel] King 
of Babel, is call'd the Counant of God. Exek. 17. 19. which would be 
{range to hear counted more then a human covnant. Soevery co» 
vnant between man and man,bound by oath, may be calld the cov'- 
nant of God, becauſe God therin is attcitcd. So of mariage he is the 
author and the witnes ; yet hence will not tollow any divine aſtrifi- 
on morethen what is ſubordinateto the glory of God and the main 
good of cither party 3 for as the glory of God and their elteemed tir- 
nefle one for the other,was the motive which led them bork at firit to 
think without other rcyclation that God had joyned them together, 
So when it ſhall be tound by their apparent unlitneffe, that their con» 
tinuing tobe man and wite is againitthe glory of God and their mu» 
tuall happincſle, it may affurethem that God never joynd them;who 
hath revca'd his gracious will not to ſet the ordinance above the 
man tor whom it was ordain'd : not to canonize mariage cither as a 
tyrannefi2or a goddefic over the entranchiz'd lite and foul of man: 
for wherin can God delight,wherin be worthipt, wherin be glority'd 
by the forcible continuing of an improper and ill-yoking couple? He 
that lov'd not to ſee the difparity ot ſeverall cattell at the plow, can- 
not be pleated with any valt unmeetnefle in mariage. Where can bs 
the peace and love which mutt invite God toluch a houſe, may it not 
be feared that the not divorcing of ſuch a helplefſe diſagreement,will 
be the divorcing of God finally trom ſuch a place ? But it is a triall of 
our paticnce they ſay :I grant ic : but which of Job; afttiftions were 
ſent him with that law, that he might notuſe means to remove _ 
of them if he could?And what if it tubvert our patience and our faith 
too? Whoſhall anſwer tor the periſhing of all thoſe ſouls periſhing by 
ſtubborn expolttions of particular and inferior precepts againlt the 
generall and ſupreme rule of charity? They dare not atfiirm that ma- 
riage iscither a Sacrament , or a myſtery, though all thole ſacred 
things give place toman, and yet x invelt it with fach an awtuil 
lanficy, and givc it ſuch adamantine chains to bind with , as if it 
were to be worſhipt like ſome Indian deity, 'when it can conferre no 
bleſſing upon us, but works more and more to our miſcry. To ſuch 
teachers the ſaying of S. Peter at the Corincell of Ferrs/r/err wyill do well 
to be applied : Why tempt ye God to put a yoke upon the necks of Chritiian 
men, which neither the Fews, Gods ancient people » nr we 440 able 9 
bear: and nothing but unwary expounding hath brought uponus, 
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CHAP. XIV. 
Conſtder ations concerndng F amilifme, Antinomianiſme, and why it may be 
thought that ſuch opinions may proceed from the widue reſtraint of ſome juſt 
lilerty, then which no greater cauſe to contemne diſcipline. 


Tor theſe conſiderations this alſo may be added as no improbable 
conjeCture; ſeeing that ſort of men who tollow Anabaptiſm, F amis 
liſm, Antinomianiſmy and other fanatick dreams( it we underſtand 
them not amiſſe) be ſuch moſt commonly as are by nature addifted 
to Religion, of lite alto not debaulkr, and that their opinions having 
full ſwinge, do end in ſatisfation of the fleth, it may be come with 
reaſon into the thoughts of a wiſe man, whether all this proceed not 
part]y,it not chiefly,trom the reficaint of ſome lawtull liberty which 
ought to be giv'n men, and is deny'd them. As by Phyſick welearnin 
menſ{ruous bodies, wherenatures current hath been Ropt, that the 
ſaffocation and upward forcing of ſome lower parr, afftefts the head 
and inward ſenſe with dotage & idle fancies. And on the other hand, 
whether the reſt of vulgar men not ſo religioutlyprotetling do not give 
themſelves much the more to whoredom and adulteries , loving the 
corrupt and venial diſcipline ot clergie Courts, but hating to hear of 
vperte&reformation : when as they toreſee that then fornication ſhall 
be auſterely cenſur'd, adultery puniſht , and mariage the appointed 
refage of nature, though it hap to be never ſo incongruous and diſ- 
plealting, muſt yet of torce be worn out, when it can be tono other 
purpoſe but of {trite and hatred, a thing odious to God. This may be 
worth the ſtudy of skiltull men in Theology,and the reaſon of things: 
and laſtly to examine whether ſome undue and ill grounded ſtri&- 
neſle upon the blamcleſſe nature of man, be not the cauſe inthoſe pla-« 
ces where already reformation is, that the diſcipline of the Church 
ſooften and ſo unavoidably brokn, is brought into contempt and 
derition. And it it be thus, let thoſe who are ttill bent to hold this ob« 
ſtinate {itera/ity, ſo prepare themſelves as to ſhare in the account tor 
all theſe tranigreſtions, whenit ſhall be demanded at the laſt day by 
one who will ſcan and fiftthings with more then a literall wiſdom of 
equity ; for if theſe reaſons be duly ponder'd , and that the Goſpel is 
more jealous of laying on <xcefſive burdens then ever the Law was, 
leit the ſoul of a Chriitian which is incftimable, ſhould be over-temp- 
ted and caſt away, coniidering alſothat many properties of nature, 
which the power of regencration it {elt never alters , may cauſe diſ- 
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tike of converſing, even between the moſt ſantify'd,which continual- 
ly grating in harſh tune together, may breed ſome jarre anddiſcord, 
and that end in rancor and ſtrife, a _ ſo oppaite both to mariage 
and to Chriſtianity, it would perhaps be leffe fcandall to divorce a 
naturall diſparity, then to link violently together an unchriſtian dil- 
ſention, committing twoenſnared ſouls inevitably to kindle one ans 
other, not with the fire of love, but with a hatred znconcileable, who 
were they difſevered, would be ſtraight friends in any other relation. 
But if an alphabeticall ſervility mult be itil] urged, it may ſo fall our, 
that thetrue Church may unwittingly uſe as much cruelty tn for- 
bidding to divorce, as the Church of Antichriſt doth wiltully in for» 
bidding to marry. 
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CG H A P. I. 
The Ordinance of Sabb uh and mariage compar d. Hyperbole no unfrequent fi 
gwe inthe Goſpel. Exceſſe cu dby contrary exceſſe. Chriſt neither did, nor 
c'rld abrogat the Law of divarce, but onely reprove the abuſe therof. 


#ltherto 1he Poſition undertaken hath been declar'd, and 
2 proved by a Law of God, that Law proved to be morall, 
B and unaboliſhablc for many reaſons equall, honett , cha- 
ritable, uit, anncxt therto. It follows now that thuſe 
places of Scripture which have a ſeeming to revoke the 
prudence of Aeſcr, or rather that mercitull decree of God , be forth- 
with explain'd and reconcil'd. For what are all theſe reaſoninys 
worth wil ſome reply, whenas the words of Chriit areplainly agaiult 
all divorce,excepr in caſe of fornication. To whom he whole mind were 
to anſiver no more but this,exrept alſo in caſe of charity, might ſafely aj- 
peal to the more plain words of Chriſt in defence of fo excepting. 
Thou ſpa't dons manner of work ſaith the commandinent of the Sab=» 
bath. Yes ſaith Chriit works of charity. And ſba!] we be more ſevere 
In paraphraſing t »e conliderat and tender Go ed), then he was in cx- 
pounding therigid and peremptory Law ? What was cver in all ap- 
heme n—cary made for man, and more for God alone then the $.t- 
>ath ? yet when the good of man comes intothe {cales, we hear that 
voice of inftnice govdndle and benjgnity that £:44bath izas made fo. 
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12.2114 ot man for Sabbath. What thing ever was more made for man 
alone and lefle tor God then mariage ? And thall we load it with a 
cruell and ſenceles bondage utterly againit both the good of man and 
the glory of God? Let who ſo will now litten, Iwant neither pall nor 
micre, 1 itay neither for ordination or induftion, but in the firm faith 
of a knowing Chriſtian , which is the belt and trueit endowment of 
the keyes, I pronounce,the man who ſhall bind ſo cruelly a good and 
gracious ordinance of God, hath not in that the Spirit of Chriſt. Yet 
that every text of Scripture ſeeming oppolite may be attended with 
a due expolition;this other part enſues, and mak 5 account to find no 
{lender arguments for this affertion out of thoſe very Scriptures, 
which are commonly urg'd againlt it. 

Firſt thertore let us remember as a thing not to be deny'd, that all 
places of Scripture wherin Juit reaſon of doubts ariſes from the let» 
ter, areto be expounded by conlidering upon what occation every 
thing is ſet down : and by comparing, other Texts. The occation 
which induc't. our Saviour tof} _ ot divorce,was either to convince 
the extravagance of the Pharites in that point, or to give a ſharp and 
vehement anſwer to a tempting queſtion. And in fuch caſes that 
we arenot to repoſe all upon the literall terms of ſo many words, 
many inltances will teach as : Wherin we may plainly diſcover how 


Chriſt meant not to be tak'n word for word, but like a wiſe Phyſt= - 


cian, adminiſtring one excefle againſt another to reduce us to a per» 
fe& mean: Where the Phariſes were ſtri&, there Chritt ſeems re- 
miſſe ; where they were too remiſle, he ſaw itneedfull to ſeem molt 
ſcyere: in one place he cenſures an unchait look to be adultery al- 
ready committed : another time he paſſes over aftua)l adultery with 
lefſe reproof then tor an unchalit look ; not ſo heavily condemning 
ſecret weaknee, as open malice : Soheer he may be julily thought 
to have giv'n this rivid ſentence againſt divorce , not to cut oft all 
remedy from a go0d man who finds himfſelt conſuming away in a 
diſconſolatc ani uninjoy d matrimony, but tolay a bridle upon the 
bold abuſes of rhole over-weening Rabbies ; which he could not more 
effetually do,then by a counterſway of reſtraint curbing their wild 
cxorbitance almolt into the other extreme; as when we bow things 
the contrary way, to make them come to their natura!l| itraitneſſe. 
And thatrthis was the only intention of Chriſt is moſt evident ; it 
we attend but to his own words and proteltation made in the ſame 
Sermon, n4. many verfes before he treats of divorcing, that he came 
not 
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not to abrogate from the Lay one jot or titele, and deadtince 2gaindk 
them that ſhall ſo reach. 

But $. Lzke,the verſe immediatly beſore going that of divorce in- 
ſorts the ſame caveat, as if the latter could not be underſiood without 
the former; and as a witnefle to produce againſt this our wilfull mſ- 
{take of abrogating , which muſt needs confirm ys that what ever els 
iathe policical law of more ſpecial relation to the Jeyyes might ceaſe 
to us, yer that of thoſe precepts concerning divorce, not one of them 
was repeal'd by the Dottrine of CbriG , unlefſejwe haye vow'd nor to 
beleeye his own cancious and immediat profeſſion ; for if theſe our 
Sayiours words inveigh again(t ail divorce, and condemn it as adnlte- 
ry, except it be for adultery, and be not rather underitood againſt the 
abule of thoſedivorces permitredin the Law , thenis that Lavy of 
Moſes, Deut. 24. 1. not onely repeal'd and wholly annnll'd again 
the promiſe of Chrilt and his known profeſſion , not to meddle in 
matcers Jadicial, bur that which is more ftrange, the very ſubſtance 
and purpoſe of that Law is contradicted and conync's both of inja- 
Nice and impurity , as having authoriz'd and maintain'd legall adal» 
rery by Ratute, _ alſo cannot ſcape to he guilty of nnequall and 
unwile decrees, puniſhing oneaR of ſecret adwtery by death , and 
permitting a whole life of oxen adultery by Law, And albeit Laws 
yers Write that ſome politicall edits, though nor approy'd, are yer 
allow'd to the ſcum of the people andthe neccfſiy of the times ; 
theſe excuſes have bur a weake pulſe : for firſt , we read, not that the 
ſconndrel people, bur the choiceli, the wiſeft, the holiefſt of that na- 
tion have frequently ns'd theſe lawes , or ſuch astheſe inthe belt and 
holieſt times. Secondly, beirt yeelded, chat in matters nor very bad 
or impure, a hunnn law giver may ſl:cken ſomething of that which 


. is exa@tly good, to the diſpoſition of the people and the times : bur 


if the perfeR, the pure, the righteous law of God , for ſoare all hig 
ſtatutes and his judgements , be found to have allow'd ſmoothly 
without any certain repr ehenfion, that which Chriſt afterward de 
clares to beadulcery , how can we free this Law from the horrible 
endightment of being both impure,nnjuft,and fa!lacious, 
CHAP. II. 

How divorce was permitted for hardneſſe of heart ,cannet be underſtood by 
the common expoſition, That the Law cannot permit, much lefſe enalt a 


« permiſ/iow of ſin, 


wm. N ither will it ſerye to ſay this was pettnitted for the hardaefſe of 


their hearts, ig that ſeaſe, agit is uſually explain'd, for the Law 
| "nn 
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74 The Dottr;u0 ana 4/1[cip me of DNVOIee, 
were then hut a corrupt and erroneous School-maſter , teaching ug 
todath again(t a vitall maxim of religion, by doing foul evill in hope 
of fome uncertain good. . 

This onzly Text not to be match'c again througour the whole 
Scripture, whereby God in his perfect Law ſhou:d ſecme to haye 
granted ro the hard hearts of his holy people under his owne 
han , acivill immunicy an4 freecharcer colive an4die ina long 
tucceliveadulcery, undzr a covenant of works, till tne Ae fſiah, and 
chen that indu'gent permifſi5n co be ftrictly d2ny'd by a cov'nant of 
g-ace ; beſides the incoherence of tuch a do-trine, cannot, mult nor 
be chns interpreted, to the raiſing of 2 paradox nzve: known till chen, 
onely hanging by therwin'd chred of one doubrin'l Scripture, a- 
gaintt (0 many other ru'es an1 leading principles of re!igion, of ju- 
tice, anJ purity of life. For what cou'd be granted more eirher 
£0 rhe feare, or to the luſt of any tyrant,or Cxplitictat,then this authoe 
rity of Moſes thus expounded ; which op2ns him a way at will to 
damme up juſtice, an4 not one!y to adinic of any Romi(ſh or Auſtrian 
dlſpences, but to enaQ a ſtature of that which he dares not ſeeme to 
approve, ev'n to the legitimate vices, to make linne ir ſelfe, the ever 
alien an1 yailal fin, a free Cirizen of the Comamon- wealth, pretend- 
ing onely theſe or theſe plauſible reaſons, And well he might , al! 
the while that Aſſes ſhall be alledgd ro have don? as mu-h withour 
(hewing any realon at all. Ye: this could not enter into the hearc 
of David, P/al. 94.20. how any iuc') autoricy as endeavours to f.nſhion 
wickednes by x law, ſhould derive 1t lelfe from God. And 1ſaiahliyes 
wae #pon themthat decree #nrighteoms decrees 10.17.Now which ot theſe 
two is the better Lawgiver, and which deſerves moſt a woe, he thar 
gives ont an edit} tingiy unjuſt, or he that confirmes to generations a 
t1xe and unmoletted impunicy of that which is not onely held tobe 
najult, buc alio unciean, and both in a high degree. nor onely as they 
themſelves afficm , an injurious expuifion of on2 wife, bur allo an nn- 
clean freedome by more thea a patent to wed another adulterou(- 
iy? Howcan we therefore with fatety thus dangeronſly confine the 
tres Gimpliciry of our Saviours meaning to that which meerly a 
mounts from io many letters, when as it can conſiſt neither with 
his former and cautionary word , ner with other more pure and ko- 
ly principles, nor finally with the (cope of charity , commanding by 
1; expreſſe commiſſion in ahigher grain. Bur all rather of*neceſ- 
fty muſt be underſtoog as ency agiint che abuſe of that wiſe and 
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ingenuous liberty which AZoſes gave, and to terrific a goaving cuite 
{ence from ſinning under that pretext. 


C H A P . III . 

That to allow ſiu by Law, againſt the nature of Law,the end of the lawe 
giver and the good of the people. Impoſſible therefore in the Law of G od 
That it makes Ged the anther of ſin more then any thing objefted by the 
Teſwits or Arminians againſt Predeſtination, 


Lt letns yet further examine upon what conficeration a Law 

of licenceeould bethus giv'n co a holy people for che hardncfle 

of hearr.l tuppoſe all will anſwer,that for ſome g:04 end or other, Bue 
here the contrary ſhall be prov'd. Firlt, that many 1! effects, bur no 
good end of ſuch a ſufferance can be ſhewn ; next, that athing unlaw- 
full can tor no gaod end whatever be either don or allow'd by a poti- 
tive law. If there were any good end aim'd at,that end was then good, 
either to the Law, or tothe lawgiver licencing z or as to the perſon 
licenc't. That it could not be the end of the Lay, whether Morall 
or Judiciall to licence a fin,I proye eafil y out of Rom. 5. 20. The Law 
enter'd that the offence might abound , that is, that fin might be made 
abundantly manifeſt ro be hainous and diipleaſing co God, that (o 
his ofter'd grace might be the more efleem'd. Now if the Law in 
ltead of aggravating and terrifying fin, ſhall give out licence, it foils 
itſelf, ard turns recreant from 1ts owne end : it torelialls the pure 
grace of Chriſt which 1s throvgh righteouſneſſe, with impure in» 
du/gences which are through fin. Arg in ſtead of diſcovering figne, 
for by the Law i the knowledge therof \aith S, Paul, and that by certain 
and true light for men to walk in ſafely , it holds our fals and dazling 
fires to ſtumble men : or like thoſe miſerable flies to run into with 
de'ight, and be burnt : for how many ſoules might eaſily think char 
to be /awfull, which the Law and Magiſtrate allow'd them ? Again 
we read, rTim.1.5.T he end of the Commandment us charity out of a pure 
hart,and of a good conſcience and of faith unfained, But neyer could that 
be charity to allow a people what they could nor uſe with a pure 
heart, but with conſcience and faith both deceiv'd , or els deſpis'd. 
The more partienlar end ef the Indicia!l Law is fer forth to vs clearly 
Roms. 3.thar God hath giv'nto that Law 4 Sword not in Van, but to be 
a terror to evil works a revenge to execute wrath upon him that doth evil, 
If this terrible commiſſion ſhould buc forbeare to puniſh wickedneſs, 
were it ther to be acconnred then paruall and vajuſt? —_ 1 
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begin to write indulgence to vulgir uncleanneſle can If doe more to 
evreupt and ſhame che end ofits own being ? Laft! y.it the Lay allow 
fin, it enters into a kind of covynant with fn, and if ur dos, there is n9L 
a greater finner 11 the world then the Law ic ſelte, [he Law,to ule 
anallegory ſomthing difterent {rom thatin Ph:!5 Tudes concerning 
Amaleck,, thongh haply more ſignificant, the Lay is the [{raz/re and 
hath thisadſolure charge given ir, D<ut. 25. T's lor our the memory of 
fin the Amzalekite frons under heav's, not to forger it, Again,the Law is 
rhe Iſratliteand nath this expreſle repeated command to mahe u9 cov) - 
vant with fin the Cananite, but to expell him, lelt he prove a ſnare. 
And toſiy truth ic were too rigid and realonleſle to proclaime fuc!: 
an enmi y between man and man, were it notthe type ofa greater 
16 enmity betrycen layy and fin, J ipeake ev'n now , as it ſin were con- 
i demn'd ina perpetuall »:lenage never to be free by law , never to be 


. maenum:ited: but ſure fin can naye no tenure by law at all bur is rather 

s an eternall outlaw , and in hoſtility with Layy paſt all attonement : 
; th both dragonial contranies, as much allowing one another , -as day and 
=, , night rogether both inone hemiſphere.Or it it be poſſible, char ſin with 


3 | his darkneſſe may come to compoſition , it cannot b2 without a fon! 
ſ- | | eclipſe, and twylight to the lay , whoſe brigatnefſe onght to ſarpaſſe 
k W- thenoon, Thus we ſez how this nnclein permittance defeats the 
| Gcred and glorious end both of the Moral and Judicial Lay. 
FY As little good can the lawgiver propoſe to equity by ſuch a laviſh 
j » remiſnes as this : if to remdy hardneſle of heart, Pare and other di- 
| vines conteſſe , it more encreaſzs by this liberty , then is leſſn'd : ard 
how is it probable that their hearts were more hard in this that ir 
| ee ſhould be yeelded co. then in any other crime? Thetr hexrts were ſer 
"i npon wfury, andareto this day, no Nation more ; yer that which 


v\ 


2% was the endammaging onely of their eftates, was narrowly torbid ; 

= 7 this which is thought the extreame injury and diſhonour of their 
EE Wives and deughrers with the defilement alloof rhemſelves, is boun- 
=” ccouſly allow'd. Thejc hearts were as hard under their be(t Kings to 


I | , Dpfferin lugh places, thongh tothe true God , yer that bur a ſmall 
f © > _.4” ahipgisſinly forwarn'd ; rhisaccounted a high offence againft one 
þ F.. ' pſthe greateſt moral duties, is calmely permitted and eſtabliſhr,How 

© Fan It be evaded bur that the beayie ceviure of Chritt ſhould Fall 
worſe upon this lawgiyerof theirs, then upon all the Scribes and 
"Rt Pharifes ? For they didbur _— end Mercy to trifle in 
5 Mint and Cummin , yerall according co Law ; bur this their Laws 
JH 8'ves alogether 45 punuall in (uch niceties , goes grarching, on to 
T __ adulte» 
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"7 adulceries, rhrovg? the violence of divorceby Law againſt Law, If it 


were ſuch a curſed act of P7/zt a ſuborbinare Judge to Cxfar, over- 
ſwayed by thoſe hard hears with much a doe to ſuffer one tranſgreſ- 
fion of Law btitonce, what 1s ir then with lefle a doe co puvltth a 
Law of tranſgreſſion tor many ages ? Did God tor this come down 
and cover the Mount of $12: with hisg!ory , uttering in thunder 
choſe hls facred Ordinances out of the bottomleſle treaſures of his 
wiſdome and infinite purenes to pat-l1 up an u'cerous and rott'n com 
mon-wealth with fri and fern injunctions , to waſh the skinand 
g1rments for every unclean touch , and ſuch cafie permiliion giv'n to 
pollute the ſoule with aJu teries by publick authority , without dif- 
grace, orqueltion ? No it had bin b2trer that man had never known 
Law or matrimony , then chat ſuch toy! iniquity ſhould be faſt'nd 
upon the holy One of 7ſ7act, the Judge of all the earth , and tuch a 
peece of folly as Belzcbxb would not commit, to divide againſt him- 
ſe}fand pervert his own ends , or if i1e to compaſſe more cercain mil- 
chief, might yeild perhaps to tain ſome good ded , yer that God 
Mould enact a licence of cercain evill for nacertain good again(t His 
owne glory and purenes, is abominab!e to conceive. And as it is dC- 
{truftive tothe end of Latv , and blaſphemous to this honour ot the 
lawgſver licencing, fo isit as pernicious tothe perſon licenc't, Ifa 
priyate friend admoniſh not , the Scri ptnre \aith he hates his brother 
and lets hims periſh; but if he footh him, and allow him in his faults, re 
Proverbs teach ushe ſpreads a net forhis neighbors fe cet, worketh rnia. 
If the Magiſtrate or Prince forget co adminifter due juſlice and res 
{train not fin, £7 himſelf con!d fay ic 14s the Lords people to trauſs 
greſſ*. But it he count'nance them . agaiaſt law by his owne example, 
waat havock it makes both in Religion and veriu2 among the people, 
may be guzlt by the anger it brougac upon Hophni and Phinees,not to 
bs appeas'dwith ſacyi fice wor offring for ever. lt the Law be filenc co de- 
clare fin, the pzople muſt needs generally goe aftray , for the Apoſtle 
himſelf ſaith , he had not known luſt but by the Lav : and ſurely ſuch a 
Nation ſeerns not to be under the illuminating guidance of Gods law, 
bur under the horrible doom rather of ſuch as Cipile theGoſpel,he that 


3s jlthy let him be filthy f4l.Bur where the Law it ſelf gives a warrane 
for fin, I know not what conlicion ot mitery to imagine miſerable 
200g) for fuch a people, unleſie that portion of the wicked, or ra- 
ther of the damned, on whom God threatens in 13. Pſalm, to yain 
ſoares : but that queſtionleſſe cannot be by any Law, which the Apo 
Ric laith is a winiftory ordain'd of Godwnto onr good , and not ſo many 
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wayes and in fotigh a degree to our defttuRtion, as we have now bin | 


gradnating. And thus 18all the good can come to the perſon licenc't 
18 [is hardnefſe of hearr, 

1 am next to mention that which becauſe it is a ground in divini- 
ty, Rom, 9. will ave the labour of demonſtrating, unleſle her giv'n 
axioms be more dented then in other Arts ( alttough it be no leiſe 
firme in the precepts of Philoſophy } that a thing unlawtull can for 
no good whatſoever be done , much leſſe allow'd by a pofitive 
hw. Andrthis is the matter why Interpreters upon that paſlage 1n 
Heſea wili not conſent it to be a true ſtory, that the Prophet tooke a 
Harlot to wite , becauſe Cod being a pnre Spiric could not command 
a thing repvgnent to his own nature , no not tor ſe good an end as to 
exh:bit moreto the life a wholſeme and perhaps a converting para- 
ble to many an Iſraelire, Yetthat he commanded the allowance of 
2dulterous and injurious divorces for hardneſſe of heart, a reaſon ob- 
feare and in a wrong ſenſe, they can very favourily periwade them- 
{elyes. lo tenacions 1s the leyen of an old conceit. Bot they ſhite it, 
he permitted only. Yer kilence in the Law is conſent, and conſent is 
acceſſory ; why then is not the Law being (ilent, or nor ative againſt 
2 crime, acceſſory to 1ts own conviction, tt ſelte judgirg ? For though 
we ſhould grant ; char it approves nor, yer it wills ; and the Lawyers 
maxim is that the will compell d is yer tre wil, And though Ar:totle in 
his Ethicks call this a mixt altzon yer he concludes it ro be volmrary 
and inexcofable, if it be evill. How juſtly rhen might human law and 
Pluloſophy riſe up 2gainſt che righteouineſle of Moſes , if this be 
true which our vulgar Divinity fathers upon him, yea upon God 
himſelfe ; not Gently and onely negatively to permir, bur in his law 
to divnlge a writtenand general] prtyiledge to commit and perfift jn 
unlawfull divorces with a high hand , wich ſecurity and no 1ll fame : 
for this is more thenpermitring and contriving, this is maintaining ; 
chis is warranting , this 1s protecting, yea this is dr ing evill, and tuch 
an evil as that reprobate lawgiver did ; whole laſting infamy is in- 
gray'nupon him like a ſurname he who made Iſrael to ſim. This 1sthe 
ce" oh contrary to God tiiat publicke feaud and injuſtice can 

ejceng. 

If it be affirm'd that Gnd as being Lord may doe what he will; 
yet we muſt know that God hath not ewo wills, but one will, much 
lefletwo contrary, If he once will'd adnltery ſhould be ſinfiill , and 
to be punifht by death , all his omniporence will not allow him te 
will the allowance that his holiefſt people might a5 ic were by his 

own 
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* own Antinomie, Or counter-ſtatute live nnreprov'd in the ſaſhe fact as 
- he himſelfe cſteem'd ic, accord vg to our common explainers. | he 
hidden wayes of his providence ve adore & ſearch nor; but the law 1s 
his revealed will his compleat,his evident,and cert2in will ; herein he 
; appeares tous as it were in human ſhape. enters into coy nant with us, 


ſh {wears to Keep it,binds himiclte 1kea juſt lawgiver to his ona F refctt- 

| 71005, gLVEs himizlte to be unJder{tood by men. ju1ges and is jaig'd, 4 
P meaſures and ts commenſucat ro the right reaſun ; cannor repuite | 
4 lefle of us in onecantle of his Law then 1n another , hislegll juttice 
" " cannot beſo fickle and ſovariah'e , ſometimes like a devouring fire, « 
b- ind by and by conniyent in the embers, or, 11 may i" ſay, Olcitant FE, 
X and ſupine. Tne vigor of his Law cou'd no more remit, then the 13 
- lowed fire upon his aitar cov! be ler go our, The Lamps that j | If 
” Uurnc before him might nce1 fm ſhng , bue the I'ght of Ins Law MM! 7; 
* never. Ofciisalio nioze beneath, in diſculling a tolution of Ry» "nt 
« ef #4» | | | | 
” The Jeſuits, and that (et among ns which 1s nam'd of Arminin,are S'. 

t, wont to charge us of making God the author of ſinne in two degrees . 
- eſpecially, not to ſpeake ot his permiſſion. 1. Becauſe we hoid that &. \) 
: he hath decreed ſomero dimnation , and conſequently to finne , lay 


; they : Next, becauſe choſe meanes which are of {aying knowledge to 
others, he makes to them an occaſion of greacer linne. Yet contide- 
ring the petfeMcn wherein man was creat?d, and might have Good, 
Y no decree neceth ating his tree will , bur ſubſequent though nor in 
time yet in ord2r to cauſes which were in his own power , rhey 


3 might, me thinks beperſwaded roabſolve both God and uz, YWaen 
| 25 the doetrins of Plats and Chryſzpp:# with their followers the Ac» 
+ Jemiesand the Steics , who knew not whar a contummat and molt a- 
| 


dorned Pardora was beſtow'd upon 44.42 to be the nurie and guide 
; of is arbitrary hap2inefſe an perſeverance, I m2an his native fnno« 
cence and perfection , which might have kept him from being out 

crue Epimmethers , anithough they taught of vertue and vice to be* 
_ both the gift of divine deſtimy , rhey could yet give reaſons not inva= 
# lid, rojultifie thecouncells of God an Fate from the inlulfity of 
mortall rongues : That mans o;vn will ſelfe corrupted is ci1e adequar 

| | and iufhcient cauſe of his diſphedience beſides Fate ; a3 Homer alio* 
; wanted not t9 exprelle both in his Jiead andOdi{ts. And Maniliue the 
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q + Poet althongh in his fourth book he tells of ſome created both ro finne % 
.: 14 9nd puniſhment ; yet without murmuring and with an indufirious "of 
iQ *heerfulnes acquirs the Deity. They were not ignorant ig their hea- | 
then | 
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wieniore, that it 15 moſt God-like ro pnaifh thoſe whoot his creg. 
tures became his enemies with the greateſt puniſhment ; and ch 
could attain alſe to think that the greatett, when God himlelfe 
ehrows .a man furtheſt from him , which then they held hee did, 
when he blinded, hard'n'd, and (tirr'd ap His effendors to finiſh, and 
pile up their deſperate worke fince they had undertak'n it. To baniſh 
for eyer unto a locall hell, whether in the aire or in the center, br in 
chat uttermoli and bottomleſſe gulph of Chaos, deeper from holy 
blifſe then the worlds diameter multiply'd , they thonghr not a 
pmniſhivg ſo proper and proportionate tor God to {nflit, as to pu- 
nib finne with finne. Thos were the common ſore of Gentiles 
wont to thinke, without any wry thovghrs calt upon d:vine go- 
vernance, And therefore Creers not in his Tuſculan or Campinian re- 
eirements among the learned wits of that age ; but ev'n in the Sexar 
coa wixt auditory ( though he were ſparing otherwi'e co broach his 
Philoſophy amorg Statiſts and Lawyers ) yet as tothis point both 
in higoration againft Piſo, and in that which is about the anſwers of 
ue foothGayers againft Clodizes , he declares it publikly as no paradox 
tcocommoneares, that God cannot puniſh man more, nor make him 
more miſerable : then gill by making him more finntall. Thus we 
&c how in this controverfie the juſtice of God ftood upright ev'n 
ambng heathen difpaters. Bur if any one be truly, and not preten- 
dedly zealons for Gods honour , here I call him forth before men and 
Angels, to uſe his beſtand moſt adyiſed skill, left God more unayoi- 
dably thenever yet , and in the guileielt manner be madethe author 
ef fin : if he ſhall not cnely deliver over and incite his enemies by re- 
buke to (in 2s a puniſhment, bat ſhall by patentunder his own broad 
ſeale allow his friend whem he would {anRuty and fave, whom he 
would unite to himſelfe and not diſ-jeyne , whom he would corre 
by wholiotne chaſtning, and not puniſh as heedoth the damned by 
lewd finning, if he ſhall allow theſe inbis Law the perfeR rule of his 
ewn pureſt will, and our moſt edify'd conſcience, the perpetratirig of 
2n edious and manifold fin without the leſt vontefiing. Tis wonderd 
tow there can be in God a ſecret, anda reyeai'd will ; and yet whar 
wonder, if there be in man two abfwerable cauſes. But here there 
-muſt be two revealed wills grappling in fraternall warre with one 
enother without any reaſonable caule apprehended. This canner be 
tefle rhen to ingraft fin into-the ſubſtance of the law, whick law ig to 
provoke fin by crofling and forbidding , not by complying with it, 
Nay this is, which I trewple in accerivg, to tgcarnat fig into the nn» 
puniſhing 


pf 


_ — 


eſtor & to the good of both Sexes, 
punifhing and well pleasg'd will of God. To avoid theſe dreadful con* 


tequences that tread upon the heels of thoſe allowances to fin, will 
vea task of far more difficulty then to appeaſe thoſe minds which 
perhaps out of a vigilant and wary conſcienceexcept againſtpredeſti- 
vation. Thns finally wemay conclude; that a Law wholly giving li- 
cence cannot upon any good countideration be giv'n to a holy people 
ior hardneſle ot heart in the vulgar ſenſe. 
CHAP. IV. 
That if divorce be no command, no more 1s mariage. That divorce could be ny 
diſpenſation if it were larwfull. The Solution of Rivetus, that God diſpenc't 
Ly ſome unknown way, ought not to ſatifie a Chriſtian mind. 
< nm think to eyade the matter by not granting any Law of di- 
vorce, but onely a diſpenſation, which 1s contrary to the words 
of Chrilt, who himlſelte calls it a Law, Mark. 10.5. or it we ſpeak of a 
command in the ſtrifteſt dennicion, then mariage it ſelf is no more a 
command then divorce,but only a free permiſſion to him who cannot 
contain-Bur as todiſpenlationl aftirmythe ſame as before of the Law, 
that it can never be giv'n to the allowance of fin, God cannot give it 
neither in reſpeC& of himſelt, nor in reſpe& of man : not in reſpeft of 
himſelf,being a molt pure eſſence, the jult avenger of (in; neither can 
he make that ceaſe to be a lin, which is in ix ſelt injuſt and impure, as 
all divorces they lay were which were not tor adultery.Not in refpet& 
of man; torthen it muſt be either to his good or to his evil: Not to his 
good; foFhow can that be imagin'd any good to a inner whom no- 
thing but rebuke and due correfion can fave, to hear the determi- 
nate oracle of divine Law louder then any reproot difpenling and 
providing forthe impunity and convenience of ſin; to make that. 
doubrtull, or rather lawtull, which the end of the law was co make 
molt evidently hatetull. Nor tothe evil ot man can x difpence be gi- 
ven; for if the Law were 0rd 1in*dunt» life, Rom.7. 10. how can the ſame 
God publiſh diſpences againlt that Law, which malt needs be unto 
death? Abſurd and monſirous would that diſpence be, if any Judge or 
Law ſhould give it a man to cut his own throatzor todamne himlelt. 
Diſpence therefore preſuppoſes tull pardon, or els it is not a diſpencey 
but a moſt banefull & bloody ſnare. And why ſhould Gud enter cove= 
nant with a people to be holy,as the Command is holy, ar:d juſt, and goody 
Rom.7.12.and yet ſuffer an impure and treacherous diſpence to mil- 
lead and betray them under the vizard of Law co a legitimate pra» 
Cticeot uncleannefle. God is no cov'nant breaker, he cannot do this. 
(3 River 
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44 
Rzvetws, a diligent and learned Writer,having well waighed what 
kth becn written by thoſe founders of diſpence , and finding the 


£1411 agreement among them, would fain work himſelt aloof theſe 


rocks and quickſands, and thinks it belt to conclude that God cer« 
tainly did diſpence,but by ſome way to us unknown, and ſo toleaye 
it. But to this vm" that a Chriſtian by no means ought reſt hin 
ſelf in ſuch an ignorance ; wherby lo many abſurdiries will ftrait re» 
fle& both againſt the urity,jultice, and wiſdom of God, theend alſo 
both of Law and Golhel, and the compariſon of them both together. 
God indeed in ſome wayes of his providence, is high and ſecret paſt 
finding out : but in the delivery and execution of his Law, eſpecially 
in the managing of aduty ſodaily and (ofamiliar as this is wherof 
we reaſon, hath plain anough reveald himſelt , and requires the ob» 
ſeryance therof not otherwiſe then tothe law of nature and of equity 
imprinted in us ſcems correſpondent. And he hath taught us to love 
and to cxtoli his Lawe, not onely as they are his, but asthey are juſt 
and good to every wiſc and ſober underltanding. Therefore Abrahans 
even tothe face of God himſelf, ſeemed to doubt of divinejuſtice,if ic 
ſhould ſwerve from that irradiation wherwith it had enlighened the 
mind of man, and bound it ſelfto obſerve its own rule. Wilt thou de» 
ftroy the righteous with the wicked ? That be far fromtbee ; ſhall not the Fudge 


* of the earth doright? Therby declaring that God hath created a righte= 


ouſnefic in right it (elf, againit which he cannot do. So David, Pſal. 
119. The teftimonies which thou haſt commanded are righteow and very faith« 
full ; thy word 8 very pure, therfore thy ſervant loveth it. Not only then for 
the authors ſake, but for its own purity. Hes faithfull, ſaith S. Paul, he 
cannot deny himſelf, that is, cannot deny his own promiſes, cannot but 
be true to his own rules. He often pleads with men the uprightnes of 
his wales by their ewn principles. How ſhould we imitate him els to 
be perfelt as he %s perfett. It at pleaſurc he can diſpence with golden Poe» 
tick ages of ſuch plcaling licencc, as in the fabled reign of old Satwn. 
And this perhaps before the Law might have ſome covert ; but under 
ſuch an undiſpencing, covenant as Hoſes made with them, and not to 
xell us why and wheretore indulgence, cannot give quiet to the breſt 
of any intelligent man. We mult be reſolved how the Law can be 
pure and peſpicuous, and yet throw a polluted skirt over theſe Elex- 
ſinian myiteries,that no man can utter what they mean: worſe in this 
then the worlt ob{cenities of heathen ſuperſtition ; for their filtiines 
was hid, but the myltick reaſon thereot known to their Sages : But 

this 


Refter'd19 the good of both Sexes. i; 


t - ris Jevviſh imputed filthinefſe yyas daily and openbut the reaſon of 
e -- tis notknoyvn to our Divines. We knovy of no defigne the Goſpel 
e can haveto impoſe nevy righteouſnes upon yvorks, but toremit the 
as old by faith vvithout vvorks, if vve mean juſtifying vyorks:vve knoyy < 
'e no myſtery our Saviour could haveto lay neyv bonds upon mariage 
- in the covenant of grace vyhich himſelf had looſned to the leverity 
- of Lavv. Sothat Rivetws may pardon us if vve cannot be contented 
0 vith his non-ſolutjon toremain in {uch a peck of incertaintics and 
q Goubts ſo dangerous and gaſtly tothe fundamentals of our faith. 

y CHAP. V. 

if What a Diſpenſation w. 

x Hesfore to get ſome better ſatisfation, we mult proceed to en- 
y quire as diligently as we can,what a diſpenſation isqwhich I tind 
'C to be either properly ſo call'd, or improperly. ——_— ſocall'd, is 
it rather a particular and cxceptive law abſolving & diſobliging from 
"” a more general command for ſome juſt and reaſonable cauſe. As Num. 
Ic 9. they who were unclean, or in a Journey,had leave to keep the paſſc> 
Ie over, in the ſecond moneth, but otherwiſe ever in the firt.As for that 
po in Leviticws of marrying the brothers wite, it was a penall ftatute ra- 
Ze ther then a diſpenſe ; and commands nothing injurious or in it ſelf 
2 unclean,only prefers a ſpeciall reaſon of charitie,before an inſtitutiye 
[. decencie, and perhaps is meant for lite time only, as i3 expreſt be- 
J neath in the prohibition of taking two fiſters. What other edi of 
Ly Afofes, carrying, but the ſemblance of a Law in any other kind, may 
'e  bearthenameofa diſpence, I have not readily to inftance. But a dif- 
t penſation moſt properly is ſome pun rs accident rarely hapning, 
pf and therfore not ſpecify'd in the Law, bur left to the decition of cha» 
0 ritie, ev'n under the bondage of Jewifh rites, much morennder the li- 
2 berty of the Goſpel. Thus did David enter into the hoſe of God, and did 
M7 eat the Shew bread, he and h1 followers, which was ceremonially wlarofull. 
r Of ſuch diſpenſes as theſe it was that Verdwre the French Divine (© 
O gravely dif) uted in the Councell of Trent againit Friar Adrian , who 
ils held that the Pope might diſpence with any thing. 1: is a fond porſtoan 
)e | femnfaith Verdune, that diſpencing ut a favonr, nay it is as good iſtributinc 
” . Juſtice, as what # moſt, and the — ſons if be give it not: for it #8 nothing el/e 
iS , butaright interpretation of Law. Thus tarre that I can learn touching 
'6 this matter wholſomly decreed. But that God who is the giver of > 


w 4 verygoodand perfe& gift, Fam.1.ſhould give out a rule agd direfory 
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to fin by,ſhould cnaCt a diſpenſation aslong liv'd as a law wherby to 
live in priviledg'd adultery for hardnes of heart,and yet this obdurat 
diſeaſe cannot be conceiv'd how ir. was the more amended by this 
unclean remedy,is the moti deadly and Scorpion like gitt that the cn 
nemy of mankind could have given to any milerable tinner, and 1s 
ratherſuch a ditpence as that was which the Serpent gaveto our ficit 
parents. God gave Quails in his wrath, and things 1n his wrath, yet 
neither of thele things evill in themſelves, but that he whole eyes 


cannot behold impurity, ſhon}d jn the book of his holy cov'nant, hisS 


molt unpatſionat Jaw,give licence,and ftatnte tor uncontroul'd adul- 
tery, although it go forthe receiy'd opinion, Iſball ever ditlwade my 
ſoul from (ach a creed , 1uch an indulgenceas thethop ot Antichritt 
never torg'd a baſes. 
CHAP. VI. 
That the Few hd m1 more right to this ſuppoſed diſpence y then the Chriſtian 
hath, and rather 110t ſo much. 

Ut if we muſt needs diſpence, let us for a while ſo farre diſpence 
B with trath,as to grant thar fin may be diſpenc*t : yet there will 
be copious reaſon tound to prove that the Jew had no more right to 
ſuch a ſuppos'd indulgence, then the Chrittian, whether we look at 
the clear knowledge wherin heliv'd, or the ſtri& periormance of 
works wherto he was bound. Beſides vifions and prophetics they had 
the Law of God, which in the Ptalms and Proverbs is chiefly prais'd 
for ſureneſſe and certaintic both eafte and perfeft to the enlightning 
of the imple. How couid it be ſo obſcure then , or they ſo ſottiſhly 
blind in this plain morall and houſtvld duty ? They had the ſaine 
precepts about mariage, Chriit added nothing tothcir clearnefle, tor 
that had argnd them imperteCt; he upens not the Law, but removes 
the Phariſaick mitts rais'd berween the law and the peoples eyes: the 
only tentence which he addes, Wha G.d hath jy d let no man put aſun* 
der, is agobſcure 2s any clauſe tetchr ont of Geneſis, and hath encreait 
a yet undecided controverhe of C/andeſtine mariages. If we examine 
over all his ſayings, we ſhall find him not fo much interpreting the 
Law with his words, as referring his own words to be interpreted by 
the Law, and oftner obſcures his mind in ſhort, and vchement, and 
compaQ ſentences, toblind and puzzle them the more who would 
not underitand the Law. The Jews therfore were as little to be di(- 
penC't with turlack of morall knowledge, as we. 

Negze,nonc Ithink will deny,but that they were as much bound to 
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perform the Law as any Chriſtjan. Thar ſevere and rigorous knife not 
ſparing the tender fore-skin of any male intantzto carve into his fleſh 
the mark of that ſtrift and pure cov'nant wherinto he eriter'd, might 
give us tounderlitand anough againlt the fancie of diſpencing,S.Pax! 
teſtifies that every circnmcis d man 4 a debtor to the whole law, Gal. 5. or 
cls circumciſion 4 in vain, Rom. 2. 25. How vain then, and how prepos 
fterous mult it need be to exaRta circumcilion of the fleſh from an ins 
fant unto an outward ligne of purity, and to diſpence an uncircumci* 


» fion in the ſoul of a grown man to an inward and real impurity? How 


vain again was that law to impoſe tedious expiations for every flight 
ſin of ignorance and error, and topriviledge without penance or di- 
ſturbance an odious crime whether of ignorance or obſtinacic ? How 
unjuſt alſo inflifting death and extirpation for the mark of circum 
ſtantiall purenes omitted, and proclaiming all honeſt and liberall ins 
demnity tothe a& of a ſubſtantiall impurenefle committed, making 
void the cov'nant that was made againtt it. Thus if we conlider the 
tenor of the Law, to be circumcis'd and to perform all, not pardon= 
ing ſo muck as the ſcapes of error and ignorance, and —_— this 
with the condition of rhe Goſpel,beleeve and be bapriz'd; Ituppoſe ir 
cannat be long ere wegrant that the Jew was bound as ſtritly tothe 
performance of every duty as was poſlible, and therfore could not be 
diſpenc't with more then the Chriltians, perhaps nor ſo much. 


CHAP. VII. 
Th. the Goſpel #4 a/ter to diſpence then the Law : Parzus anſwered. 


I F then the Law will afford no reaſon why the Jew ſhould be more 
gently dealt with then the Chriitian, then ſurely the Gofpel can 
afford as lictle why the Chritlian ſhould be lefſe gently dealt with 
then. the Jew. The Goſpel indeed exhorts to highett perfeftion, but 
bears with weakelt infirmity more then the Law, Hence thoſe indul- 
gencies, All cannot receive thus ſaying. Every man hath bu proper gift, wich 
expreſle charges not to /ay on yokes which our fathers could not bear, The 
nature of man {till is as weak and yet as hard, and that weaknes aud 
hardnefle as unfit and as umteachablc to be harſhly uſcd as ever. Ibut 
(aith Parews, there is a greater portion of Spirit powred upon the Go+ 
ſpel, which requires from us perfefer obedience. I anſwer, This does 
not prove that the Law therefore might give allowance to fin more 
then the Goſpe); and if it were no fin, we know it the work of the Spi- 
rit tO mort ifie our corrupt deſares and evill —_— ; but. not toroot up 
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onrnaturall affefions and difaffetions moving to and fro even in 

wiſelt men upon Jult & neceffary reaſons which werethe trne ground 

of that 4»ſaick diſpence, and is the utmoſt extent of ourpleading. 

What is more or lefſe perfeft we diſputenot, but what is fin or no finz 

and in that Till affirm the Law required as pu obedience as the 
pel 


ny; 


Goſpel : befides that theprime end of the Goſpel is not ſo much to ex« 
a our obedience, as to reveal grace and the fatisftaRion of our dif- 
obedience. What is now exatted from us, it is the accnling Law that 
does it even yet under the Goſpel ; but cannot be more extreme to us 
now, then tothe Jews of old : tor the Law ever was of yyorks, and the 
Goſpel ever was of grace. - 

Either then the Law by harmleſſe and needfu!l difpences which 
the Goſpel isnow made to deny, muſt haye anticipated and excee- 
ded the grace of the Goſpel), or els maſt be found to have given poli- 
eick and ſuperficial graces without real pardon, ſaying in generall do 
this andlive, and yet deceiving and damning under hand, with nn» 
found and hollow permisfions, which is utterly abhorring from the 
end of all Law, as hath bin ſhewed. But if thoſe indulgences were ſafe 
and linles out of tendernes and compasſion, as indeed they were, and 
yet ſhall be abrogated by the Golf pel, then the Law, whoſe end is by 
rigor to magnike grace,ſhall it ſelt give graceand pluck a fair plume 
from the Goſpel, inſtead of haftning us thither, alluring us from it. 
And wheras the terror of the Law was as a ſervantto ampliſie and 
illuſtrac the mildnefle of grace ; now theunmildnefſe of Eyangelick 
grace ſhall turnſervant to declare the grace and mildneffe of the ri- 
gorous Law. The Law was harſh toextoll the graceof the Goſpel, 
and now the Goſpel by a new affeQed ftriftnes of her own, ſhall ex 
tcnuate the grace which her ſelf offers. For by exating a duty which 
the Law diſpenct, if we perform it, then is grace diminiſhe, by how 
much performance adyancey, unlefle the Apoſtle argue wrong : if 
we perjormit not, and perith for not performing, then are the con- 
ditions of grace harder then thoſe of rigor. It through Faith and Re- 
pentance we periſh not, yet grace ftill remains thelefſe, by requiring 
that which rigor did not require, or at leaſt not ſo ſtrifly. Thus 
much therfore to Parew, that if the Goſpel require perfefter obedi- 
ence then the Law asa duty, itexalts the Law and debaſes itſelf, 
which is diſhonourable to the work of our Redemption. Sceing 
therforc that all the cauſes of any allowance that the Jews might 
have, remain as well tothe Chriltians, this isa certain ruley that ſe 
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as the canſes remain the alloyyance onght. And having thus af 
th enquired the truth concerning Lavy and difpence, their ends, 
their uſes;their limits, and in vyyhat manner boch Jevy and Chriſtian 
ſtands liable tothe one, or capable of the other , vve may ſafely con+ 
clude,that to affirm the giving of any lavy,or lavy-likediſpence to fin 
for hardnes of heart, is a do&rine of that extravagance from the ſage 
principles of piety, that vvhoſo confiders throughly, cannot bur ad- 
mire, hovy this hath been digeſted all this vyhile. 


CHAP. VIII. 
The true ſence how Moſes ſuffered diworce for bardneſſe of bart. 


VVYE=: may vve do then to ſalve this ſeeming inconfitence?I 
maſk no diſſcmble that I am confident ic can be done no 
other vvay then this. 

Moſes Deart.24.1. eſtablitht a grave and prudent Law, full of moral 
equity, tull of due contideration towards nature, that cannot be reſt- 
ſted; a Law conſenting with the Laws of wiſeſt men and civileſt Na» 
tions. That when a man hath maried a wife, ifit come to paſſe he 
cannot love her by reaſon of ſome diſplcafing natural quality or un- 
ſitnes in her, let him write her a bill of divorce. The intent of which 
law undoubtedly was this, that if any good & peaccable man ſhould 
diſcoyer ſome helples diſagreement or diſhke either of mind or bo» 
dy, wherby he could not chcertuily perform the duty of a husband 
without the perpetuall difſembling of offence and diſturbance to his 
ſpirit, rather then toliveuncomfortably and unhappily both tohims 

elf and to his wife, rather then to continue undertaking a' duty 
which he could nor poſſibly diſcharge, he might diſmiſſe her whom 
he could not tolezably and ſo not conſcionably retain. And this law 
the Spirit of God by the mouth of Solomon, Pro.30.21.23. teſtifies to 
be a good and a neceflary Law;by granting it that x hated woman (for 
ſothe Hebrew word ſignifies, rather then odious though it cc12y 2 
to one) that a hated woman when ſhe is maried, is a thing that the e ar; res 
ot bear. What follows then but that the charitable = mult re-Nce 
what nature cannot undergo. Now that many licentious and "ce 
hearted mea took hold of this Law tocloak their bad pur ſes,ihul- 
thing ſtrange to beleeve. And theſe were they, not for when MS 
made the Law,God forbid, but whoſe hardnes of heart taking ill ad 
vantage by this Law ke held it better to ſuffer as by accident, whe- 
itcould jt be detefteyl, raikier then good meu fuould looſe their j\ 
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and lawfull priviledge of remedy : Chriſt therfore having to anſwer 
theſe tempting Phariſes, aceording at his cuſtom was, not meaning 
to inform their proud ignorance what Hoſes did inthetrue intent of 
the lJaw,which bor had ill cited,(uppreling the true cauſe for which 
Mes gave ity and extending it to every ſlight matter, tels them their 
own, what fer was torc't toſuffer by their abuſe of his Law. Which 
is yet more plain it we mark that our Saviour in M2atth. 5. cites not 
the Law of Mſes, but the Phariſaicall tradition fafly grounded upon 
that law. And in thoſe other places, Chap. 19. and 4ark-10. the Pha- 
riſes cite the Law, but conceal the wiſe and human reaſon there ex- 
preſt ; which our Saviour correCts not in them , whoſe pride deſery'd 
not his inſfruftion, only returns ther what is proper tothem ; Moſes 
for the bardneſſe of your heart ſuffer?d you, that is, ſuch as you to put away 
your wives; and toyou he wrote this precept for that cauſe, which (to you) 
muſt beread with an impreflion, and underſtood limitedly of ſuch as 
cover'd ill purpoſes under that Law : andit was ſeaſonable that they 
{hould hear their own unbounded licence rebukr, bur not ſeaſonable 
for them toheara good mans requiſit liberty explain'd. But us he 
hach taught better, if we have ears to hear. He himſelt acknowledg'd 
it to be a Law, ark 10. and being a law of God, it muſt have an un» 
doubted end of charity,which may be ns d with a pure heart,a good conſcience, 
and faith unfained, as was heard : it cannot allow fin, but is purpoſely 
co refit fin, as by the ſame chap- to Timothy appears. There we learn 
alſo that the Law is good, if a man uſe it lawfully. Out of doubt then there 
muft be a certain good in this Law which 4oſes willingly allow'd, 
and there might be an unlawfull uſe made therof by hypocrites; and 
that was it which Moſer unwillingly ſuffer'd; foreſeeing it in general, 
but mot able todiſcern it in particulars. Chriſt therfore mentions not 
here what Xoſes and the Law intended : for good men might know 
that by many other rules : and the ſcornfull Phariſes were not. fit to 
wa, 4 untill they could imploy that knowledge they had,lefle abu- 
_ Only he acquaints them with what Moſes by chem was putto 
that v* | CHAP. IX. 

much ards of the Inflitwtion bow to be underſtood ; and of our Saviours anſwar 
hi, hu Diſciples. 

way Nd toentertain a little their overweening arrogance as belt bes 
be fitted, and toamazethem yet furder,becauſe they thought ic ns 
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askt in good earneÞy, this clauſe being a meer he/p woud ſhew it (elfe 
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infliemcion which Cod ordain'd is the beginning before the fall, 
when man and woman were both perfet , and could have no cauſe 
ro feperace : juſt as in the ſame Chap. he ftands not tocomend with 
che arrogant young man who beaticd his obſervance ot the whole 
Law, wherter indeed be had keys ir or not, but skrues him up higher 
ro2 rask of thar perietiion, which no man is bound to imitare. And 
in like manner that patreru of the farit inflitntica he fer before 
the opinionative Pharites to daz'e them and not to bind vg. For this 
isa ſolid rule, thatevery command giv'n with a reaſon , binds our 
obedience no otherwile then that reaſon holds. Ofch s fort was 
that command in Eden;Therefure ball a man cleave ts his wifegand they 
fhall be one fleſh: which we lee is no abloiute command, bur with at: 
intercnce , Therefore : the reaſon then muſt be firlt confider'd, rhac 
our obedience be not miſ-obedience. The firſt is, for it isnot fingle, 
becauſe the wife is to the husband fleſh of his fleſh, as in the verſe go- 
ing before. But rhis realon cannot be iufkctene of ic (elf ; for why 
then ſhould he for his wife leaye his tather and mother, with whom 
he is farre more fleſh of fleſh and bone of bone as being made of their ſub- 
Rance. And beſides it can be but a (orry an ignoble ſociety of life, 
whoſe unſeperable injunRion depends meerly upon flcſh and bones, 
Therefore we mult look h'gher , ſince Chriſt himſelf recalls us to the 
beginning , and we (hall finde that the primicive reaſon of never dis» 
yorcing , was that facred ayd not yain promileof God to remedy 
mans lonelines by making him a meet help for him, thovgh not now in 
perfe@ion, as at firſt , yer (till in proporiion asthings now are. And 
this is repeated verf. 20.when all other creatures were fitly alſocia« 
red and brought to Adam, as if the divine power had bin in ſome care 
and deep thought , becauſe there was not yet found a help meet for man« 
And can we {to lightly depreſle the all-wite purpole of a delibera- 
tingGod, as ifhis conlulctacion had proJuc't no other good for man 
but co joyn him wich an accidentall companion of p:opagation, 
which his ſudden word had already made tor every beaſt 2 nay a 
farre leſſe good ro man it will be found , if ſhe mult at all avencures 
be faſten'd upon him individually, And the-etoce even plain ſence 
and equity ,and, which is aboye them both, the all-inte-precing voice 
of Charity her ſelte cries loud chat this primitive realon, chis conſul- 
ced promiſe of God to make meet help, is the onely caule chat gives 
authority co this command of not divorcing, tobe a command, And 
it might be further added , rhat ifthe true definition of a wife were 
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og:-eſſiry . an1 lo eilnia: inthu; d.mon'trative argument. that Ir 
mightb2 log'iculycon-tuled : £1 re 012 the waonau aly ind per- 
Pccuai'y 150 22. 0242, CN 2. A2Wits; whicicieerly takes away 
thed M-aliy of 4inth g.4ca 120, Itiats henac thongat an2ng 1, 
I anſwer yer turder, £1: nir.ag? ue ie it man 2 fit and to er.;hls 
mariage, 1s 10t inleparad 2 CIL127 D/ NL Uce nc in titucion, 4 Nor 
by natuce for then choſe Moizick nv ices had wnagiint nitue, if 
ſeparable and inſepara')!e be con:rartes, as who d 00-5 they be 2: and 
what is againlt niturers agint Law. 1 lonnfſ:f Þ yioophy abnſe 
us 49 2: by this reckaning Mes thou! be mn t unmulaick. har is, 
molt il'egall, not to fay mott unncare;), Not is it 1aſeprrahle by 
the fictt iaititycion : for the » no ſecond 1initiruion in the tame Law 
for ſo many cauſes cou!l difſolye it - it being molt naworthy at y- 
man / as Plato's judgment 15 In the fourth byoke of his Lawes } mnch 
more a divin2 Law-giver to write two fey -ral d:crees up-n the ſame 
thing. Burt wnac w 1id Plxo have deem'd 1t the one of cheſe were 

00d , the ether evil! robe done ? Laſtly, ſappole it bee inſeparable 
- \nticucion, yet in compution with higher things, as religion 
andchar ty in maine(t matters , and wen the chiefe end is frunrare 
for winch it wis ordain'd, as hath been ſhowa , iFitill it mult remain 
\ inl#parable it hoſds a lirange and {awlefle propriery trom all other 
' works of 394 under heaven. From rhele many coniderations 
we may ſife'y gather , rhat fo much of the firſt 1n/titucion as cur 
Saviour mentions , for he mentions not all, was bu: to quell an] pur 
to non-p us the tempring Phaziſes ; anJto lay open heir tgnorance 
and ſhailow nnderftanding of the Scriptnces For . faith he, have ye 
not read that he which mas them at the begianing, made them male and 
f'male, and ſaid for this cauſe (hall 2 n;an cleave to hs wife ? which theſe 
blindolarp- rs of Moſes cars con!d not glinſty 2 as 3t this fingle re» 
ſpz& of mile an1 fema'e were laiticieat again't a thowand incon- 
venicnc=s and m ichiefes, toclogve a rationa!l crearrr? to his end. 
I-e 1er-ow nn elinqy havly, under ihe gui'erfFMipericriprion of 
his in'enetfolace and co.nfort. What it rey had thus aniwer'd? 
Maſter , ifthoumeare to make wedl' k 25 1nivpatrableas it was from 
the heginning, let ir "be male alioa fit fociery. asGof menne it, which 
we ſhilljoon: underftandic onght oo be, if thou reciterhe whole 


reaion of thelaw. Doub:'eile our $2v'our hai applanded rheir juſt - 


aniwer. For then they had expounded this command of Paradile, 
even as Aſs himſelfe expound; 1t by his lawes of dryorce , that Is, 
with due and wie regard had co the premiſes an.! realons of the firlt 
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command, according to which , withouc unclean an temporizing 
permiltions he inſtructs nsim this imperfect Rare what we cy laws 

tally doe about divorce, | 
But it ic be thonghc that che Deſcipies ofended at the cigour of 
Chriſts anſwer, could yet obtain no m!t1gation of the former len» 
tence pronounc't to th Phatilzs , 1t may be taily an{wer'd , t12t our 
Saviour continnes the fame reply to his Diictp.es , as men !eaven'd 
with tne ſame caſtomary licence , which t:lis Phariſes mainain'd, 
and di/picas'd at tlie removing ofa trad'tionz2i) abule whereto trey 
had fo long not unwillirg y bin us'd : 1; was nv time then to contend 
wich their flovy an prejud.c:a!! belief, ina thing wherein 2n ordipary 
meaſure of light in Scripuure , with ſome attention migtit after- 
wards informe them well anovgh. And yet ere Chriſt had fnifhe 
cis argurnent , they might haye picket out of ns own concluding 
words, an anſwec more totheirmin.s, and i n efect the tame witty 
that which hath been all :5is while encreating audience, Al men, 
hid ne,c.mnmt receive this ſaying ſuve they to whom it is gruer he that us 
able tavecerveit let him receive it. Whar aging 18 this which 13 left to 
a mans choice ro receive or not receive ? What but the married life, 
Was our Sayicur fo mild and io favourable to the weaknefle of 4 
fingle man , and is he curn'd on the ſndden !o rigorous and inexora- 
ble to the diſtrefſes and extremities of an ill wedded man > Did kee 
fo grecioully give leave to change the bercer ſingle life for the worie 
married life? Did ke open {oro us this hazardous and accidentall 
doore of marriage to ſhut upon us like the gate of death without re- 
rz&ting or returning , without permitting to change the wort, 
moit inlupportab'e , mot unchriſtian miſchance of marriage for all 
the miſchiefes and forrowes that can enſue, beiyg an ordinance 
which was eſpecially giv'n 284 corciall and ex-1laratirg cup of ſo- 
lace the better to beare our other crofles and afflitions ? queſtion- 
lefle this were a haidhearternefle of rndivorcing , worfe then that in- 
the Jewes which: they fay extorted the allowance trom A7oſ's , and 
is mterly difſcnane trom ail the Doctrine of cur * avicur, After 
theſe conſiderations theretoreto takea law out of Paradite giv'nin 
time of origirall perſe&on , and ro takett barely withcue thoſe 
zaſt and equzll inferences and reaſons which main:y eftabliſh it. nor 
fo much as admitting choſe needfnll and fafe 2l'owances wherewith 
Aoſes mſelte interprets it ro the fa'n condition of man, argues no= 
thing in vs but raſhnefle an] contempt of thoſe meanes that God 
left 1s ia his pure and chatt Law , —— w.tch it wilt not be =_ 
=” 2 ible. 
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fible for us to performe the frict impoſicion of this command : or 
if we {trive beyond our [trengch , we (hall Rrive to obay it other- 
wiſe then God commands it. Anllamenred experience daily rea« 
ches the bitcer and yain fruits ofthis our preſumption , forcing men 
iaathing wherein we are not able to jujge either of their (irengrh, 
or of their ſaff:rance, Whom neither one vice or ather by naturall 
addition, bur onely marriage tins, which doubrleſle is not the fault 
of that ordinance, to: God gave it as a bleſſing, nor alwayes.of mang 
mi(-chooſing ; icbeinganeccor above wiſdome to prevent, as exam= 
ples of wileit men io miltiken manifeſt : 1r is the fault therefore of a 
perverle opinion thac will have 1tcontinu'd in deſpite of nature and 
reaſon, when 1nde:d it was never truly joyn'd. All thoſe expofiters 
upon the fifth of 1{athew conteſſe the Law of «Moſes to be the Lavy 
of che Lord, wherein no addition or diminution hath place ; yet com- 
ming to the point of divorce ; as if they fear'd not to be ca)l'dleaſt in 
the Kingdome of heav'n , any ſlight eyafion will content them to re- 
concile chole contradictions which they make betweene Chiiſt and 
Hoſes, berween Chriſt and Chritt, 


CHAP. MX. 
The vin (h:ft of thoſe who make trve {i222 of divorce to be onely the premi- 
ſes of a ſucceed ng law. 5 


Ome will have it noLaw , but the granted premiles of another 
Law following . contrary to the words of Chriſt , Afark 10. 5. 
and all other tranſlations of graveſt authority , who render it in form 
of a Law ; agreeavbleto 4ſalach 2.,16.as it is molt ancicart and moe 
dernly expounded. Beſides the biil of diyorce and che particalar 
occaſion therein mention'd , declares 1t to bee orderly and legall, 
Andwhiar av ails this to make rhe matter more righteous , it ſuc) an 
adulcerous conlition ſhall be mention'd to hgild a law upon withour 
eit1er pun ſhment , or ſo much as forbidding ; they pretend it 1s 
implicit.y rzprovd in theſe words, Dear. 24. 4. after (ke is defil'd ; but 
who ſes not that rus defilement is onely in reſpeR of returning to 
her former husband afiec an intermixt marriage ; e!s why was not 
the defi.ivg condition firft forbid 4'n , which would have fav'd the 
Ia\2our of this a'ter law ; nor is it ſeemly or pioully attribured co the 
jaltice of God an3 his known hatred cf finne, that ſuch a hainous 
fault as this throngh all r1e Law, ſhould be onely w'p't with an im- 
picitand ob'ique couch ( whici yeris falfly ſuppos'd y and that his 
| peculiar 
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pecu! jar people ſhonld he let wallow in 2dulterous marriages almoſt 
wa thouland yeares for want ofa direct Law toprokibit them ; *c'3 
ra:her to be confidently afſum'd that this was granted to apparent 
nec-ſſiz.es , as being of nnqueltionable right and reaſon in the Law 
of natu.e, 11 that it till paſles without 1nhibition, ev'n when greate!! 
cauie 1s giv 'nus toexpett ic ſhould be cireHly forbidd'n. 


CHAP, X!. | 
The other ſhift of /aying divorce was permuted by Law, but not approv 4. 
More of the inftitition. 


Ur is was not approv'd. So much the worſe that it Was allow, 

«8 if fin had over-maiterd the word of Sod,ro conform her fteddy 

and ftrait rule to fins crookednefie , which is impollible, Beſides, 
what neededa poficive grant of that w.'ich was not approvd ? 4t 
retir.in'd no liberty co him that could bu: uſe a little frand . 1t had 
big better filenc't , unleſſe it were approv'd »n ſome caſe or other, 
Bur Rill it was not approy'd. Miſerable excuſers ! He w 0 doth ev1! 
that goorl may come ther-by , approves not wh. ne doth, and yer 
the grand rule forbids him, an{ counts bs damn tion jult, if hee 
doe it, TheSorcereſſe Medeadid net approve her owne evill do- 
ings, yet lookr not to be excus'd for that ; and it is the conſtamr opi- 
nien of Plato Pretageras and other of his dialegues agreeing witl: 
that proverbiall ſentence among the Greetes , that no man is wicked 
willingly : which alſo the Peripatericks do rather diſtinguiſh then de- 
ny. What great thanke then if any man repured wile and conftanc, 
will neith:r doe nor permit others under his charge to doe that 
which hee approves not , eſpecially in matter of hnne. Bur for a 
Judge, bur for a Magifrate and Siepheard of his people ro {urren- 
derup h1s zpprobatton againſt law and his own ju /gement tothe obſtt.. 
nacie of higheard , what more un-Ju:!ge-i1c: mor: un-Magittrate- 
hike, and in warre more vn-commander- like > Tice ina ſhortthme 
it was tlie nndoing of the Romrn State, firſt hon Poarzpey next when: 
Marcus Brutus had net maynanimity anough bucty makelo poore 
a reſignation of what they approv'd, to what ih2 boifter: ws T ri- 
bunes an: Souldiers bawl'd for. Twice it was tlie ſaving of two rhe 
vreateſt Common- vealths in the worl.i, of 4:/7evs by Hemiltocles ar 
the Sea fight of Salim; of Rome by F abr-+ Afuxinzns inthe Prnich 
warre, for that theſe ' wo marchleſle Generalls tad the fortitude ar 
home againft the raſhnes an4 che clamours of their ovn Captaines 
and conjedzrates towilinutend ihe doing or permitiing of what _ 
H 3 :ould 


eftord tothe good of b:th Sexes, 53 
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W con!d not 2oprove in cheguty of their great command. Thuy farre 
of civiil p:uJence. But when we ſpeake of finne, let 85 look again 

i upon theold reverend Ez: ; who in his heavie puniſhment found no 
{| difference berweens the doing and permitting ot what le did nor ap- 

proye, Ifhardneſie of heart inthe people may be any excuſe, why 
then is Pit Hranded throngh all memory ? Hee epprov'd not whac 
4 he cid, he openly proteſted , he waſhr his hands and laboured nor a 
ol | little, 2re he would yee'd co the hard hearts ofa whole people, bot! 
bf Princes nd plebeians importuning and tumalting ev'n to the teare of 

| a rcyo!t, Yer is there any will undertake his caule? If rherefore Pilat 

| for ſufering but onea& of cruelty againſt law, though with myuc!; 

uowillingneile tefiify'd, at the violent demand of a whole Nation; 
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hali ftand fo black upon'record to all poſterty ? Alas for Aoſe: 
what ſhall we ſay for him , yrhile we are taught to be.eeve he [ntfter'c 
not one a& onely both of cruelty and unclzannefle tn one divorce 
but mage ic 1 plain and laſting law againſt law whereby ten thoutan: 
4&s accounted both cruell and uncieanc , might be dayly commirred 
and this without tc leaſt !uir or petition of thepeople that wee car 
read of. 
And can we concelve without vile thoughts, that the Majeſty 2 
helines cf God could endure {o many ages to gratifie a ſiubborne 
people in the prattice ot a toul polluting fin,and could he expect they 
ſhon'd abtaine, he not ſignitying his mind ina plainecommand , az 
ſuch time eſpecially when he was framing their laws and them to 
all poſſiv'e perfetion ? Bur they were to look back to ch? firtt inftt 
[ eurion, nay rather why was not taat individuall inftitution brepgh; 
out of Paradiſe, as was thar ot the Sabbath , and repeated in che bo- 
| dy of the Law. that men might have underſtood it ro be a com- 
" mand? for that any !enience that beares the reſcmbiarce of a pre- 
cept .' ſet there to out ot place in another woriy it tyc') a diftance 
from the wicle L2w , and nat once mention'd th=re , hould be ar; 
obiiging command to uz. is very diſputable, and perhaps it might bc 
eny'd tobe 1 cormand without furcher difpure : however, tr com- 
mands not abjo:utely , as hath bin clear'd, bur on2ly with reference 
co that precedent promile of God, which 1s the very ground vf his 
| inftitution + 1t that appeare not in ſome tolerable ſore, how can wee | 
, affirm ach a matrimony to be the fame which God inſtitnred, In 
ſich an accidert it will bett behove our folernzfle to follow rather 1 
what moral 55:1; preſcriher equal to our firzngth, then fondly to 
chink within ou; ſtrengrh aki thac loſt Parade rejares. * 
- ps EDS CHAP, 
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CHAP, XII, 


The third ſhift of them who eftcem it a meere indicial Law.Prov'd ag4in 
tobe a Law of moral equity, 


Nother ry -1e it {h2!t ſufh 'C them, that it w1sSnota mora bur e 

u fictai Law and to was abrogr ed,Nay iather not abrogated,b2- 

cauſe jud-c1ail 3 which Law the minittery of Chriſt came not '0 deal 
with, And who put it 1n mans power to exempr, where Chnil (peaks 
in 4 nera | of not abrougatinghe leaſt jot oz tittle ard In ſpec'a) not that 
of d yo:ce, becauſe it foilows among thviz Laws, which ws 
expreſly not toabrogr'rte. but to vindicace from alive traditons : 
wich is mott eyi-tently tobe ſzenin the 16 of Lyke, where this call» 
tion of n2t aurogiting is inſerted immediatly, and nor otherwiſe 
then purpoſely, waen no other point of Law is toucht , but that 
of divorce, And it we mark the 41. verſe of Mat.thes, he there cit 
not the Law of Aoſes , but the licencious Gloſle winch traduc's the 
Law ;. that therefore which hecited, that he ab-ogared, and not only 
abrogated bur dila!low'd and flatly condemn'd , which could not be 
the Law of Moſes; for that had bin fou'ely tot';e rebuke of his great 
fervan', Toahrogatea Law made with Gods allozyance, had binto 
tell us one'y that ſuch a Law w .s now to ceaſe: but to refute it with an 
ignominious note of civilizing aduitery, cafis the reproof, which was 
meant cnely to thePhariſees.cy'nupon him what made the Law, But 
yet if chat be judicial which belongs co 2 civili Cont, this Law 1s 
leſie judicial then nine of the ten Conmandements; ſor antiquaries 
ah-me thar divorces proceeded among the Jes without knowledge 
of the Magiſfirace, only with hands and eales under the ceſtimony of 
{ome Rabbies to be then preſent. Perkins ina 7 reatiſe of Conſetonce 
9g ants that wilt in the judicial Lary 1s of common equity, binds ale 
io the Chriftian, AndJ1ow to judge of this. preteribes 2 wayes. If 
wiie Nations have enacted the like decree Or 1t it maintainthe good 
of tamily, Church or Common: wealth. This therctore is a pure mo 
ra economical Law,rco hat'ily imputed of tolerating fin; being rathet 
ſv cleere innature and realun, that it was left to a mars own atrbitre-» 
ment to be dztermin'd berw cen God an4 his own conſcience ; not 
only amerg the Jeng but in every wite nation; the rcftraint wherof, 
who 18 cot 109 thick bghted,, may ice how hu-ttoil and diffractive it 
is 6 the houſe, the Chnich and Common-wealth, And that power 
which Chrift never tooke from thematter of famiiy , bur reRify'd 
onely to a tight and wary ule at home ;. that power the unlſcern-ng 
| Canos 
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76 T he Diffyms and Dr ſarqione of LI 
Canort kak improperly nfvrper inco hes Coart- 
bid wack a rr. enfirg impertinencies, which yer have fall'd 
wh ixfic 68 man 10h ferrous crmeble and calanuty. Ver grant uf Were 
of etdi2 medic! Law, it need a-50 be das leffle meorall for char, being 
converſant, as it 1s, dpourtrverimeoryce. And our Sevicnr di{peres act 
heerthe jndicatnre , fo: that was nor hisorfice , bur rhe morraliry ©f 
divorce, whether it be adulrery or ro, if therefore he rouch the law 0 
Weſe: at all, he tonehes the moral part thereof , which us abſard ca 
image that the coy'nant of grace ſhould retorme the'exaRt and = 
i» law of works. eterna!l and immancable, er ifhe touch not che Law 
2:8), then is not rheallowance thereof difgllon'd ous, 


S- H A P, X1It. ; 
he ridicu'!ow: Opinion that divorce was permitted from the enſtons I +/£ - 
gypt. That Moſes gave nor thus Law #nwilling ly. Perkins confeſſes 
ebss Law was not abrogated, 


LH are ſo riCiculous as to allege that this licesce of divorcing 
was giv'n them becanſe they were fo accuſtom'd in Egypt. Avit 
an ill cultome were to be ke;c to all poſterity ; for the diſpenſation is 
both eniverſal! and of timeunlimited , ard io indeed no diſpenfation 
a: all ; for the over-dated diſpenſation ofa thing unlawfail, ſerves 
-or noching but to 1ncreaſe hardnefle of keart , and makes men bur 
wax more incerrigible , which werea great reproch robe (aid of 
1ny Law or ailowance that God ſhow'd give us. Inthe'e opinions 
ic would be more Rellgion ro adviſe well , leſt we make our felves 
jaſter chen Gcd, bycenlu-ing reſhly char for fin which his anſpot- 
ced Law withonr rebukes a.lowes, and his people without being con- 
{cious of diſpleafing him have ns'd. And if we can thinke lo of Moſes, 
as that the Jewiſh obſtinacy conld compeli him co wrice ſuch im- 
pore permiſſiens againſt the word of God and his owne judgement, 
Joubtles it was his part to have proteſted publickly what ftrarts he 
wag drivnto, and co have declar'd his conſcience when he gave any 
Law 8gainſt his mind ; for the Law is the touch-ftene of finne and of 
conſcience , mult not be intermixe with corrupt ingn/gences ; for 
chen it looſes the greateft praiſe it has , of being certain and infal:i- 
dle , not leading 1nto error , as the Jewes were led by this conni- 
Fence of Moſes if it were a connivence, Bur ill they fly back to the 
primitive inſtitution , and would haye ns re-enter Paradiſe againſt 
the (word that gazrdy it. Whom I again thus rep'y to that the place 
** Geneſis egruains rhe deſcription ofa fit and perſeR marcizge, with 

an 


Reflor'd!o the grod of Loth Sexts. 


an interdi& of ever divorcing ſuch a union ; but where nature is 4iſ- 
d cover'd to have never Joyn'd indeed, but vehemently ſeeks to part, it ih 
cannot be there conceivd that Cod forbids it ; nay he commands it ! 
; both in the Law and in the Prophet A7alahy, which is to be onr rule. $1.% 
TY And Perkinrupon this chap. of Afz:th. deals plainlygthat our Sayiou! 91 
: heercontutes not 4oſes Law, bur the falle glofſes that deprav'd the #: 
1 Law; which being trucy Perkins mult needs grantzthat ſomthing then | 
; i3 leſt to that law which Chriſt found no fault with 3 and what can 
4 that be but the conſcionableuſe of {tic!1 libertyas the plain words im« 
yort? So that by his own inference,Chriit aid not abſolutely intend tv 
| reſtrain all divorces tothe oncly cauſe of adultery. This therefore is 


the true ſcope of our Saviours will, that he who looks upon the law 
- :oncerning divorce, ſhould look alſo back upon the firit inſtitution, 
6 that he may endeavour what is perieCteſt: and he that looks upon the 
inſtitution ſhould not refuſe as tinfull and unlawtull thoie allowances 


p which God affords him in his following Law , lelt he make himfelt 
t purer then his maker; and preſuming above ltrength, flip intotempra« 
c tions irrecoverably. For this is wondertul!, that in all thole decrees 
t concerning mariage, God fhould never once mention the prime inſti- 
9 tution to difſiyvade them trom divorcing ; and that he ſhould forbid 
'- (maller fins as oppoſite to the hardnefle of cheir hearts, and ler this 
f adu!terous matter of divorce paſſe ever unreproved. 

2 This is alſo to be marvelled, that ſeeing Chrilt did not condemn; 
Ly whatever it was that 4oſes ſuffered, and that therupon the Chriſtian 
- Magiltrate permits uſury and open ttews, and heie with us adultery 
- ro beſo ſlightly puniſkt, which was puniſht by death to theſe hard 
s hearted Jews, why we ſhould ſtrain thus at the matter of divorce. 
- which may ſtand ſo much with charity to permit, & make no ſcruple 
, to allow uſury eſteem'd to beto much againſt charity.Eut this it is to 
#431 embroileour ſelves againſt the righteous and all-wiſe Judgements 
fd and Statutes of God; which arcnot variable and contrarious, as we 
f would make them, one while permitting and another while torbid- 
r ding, but are moſt conſtant and molt harmonious cach to other. For 


how can the uncorrupt & majettick Law ot God, bearing in her hand 
0 the wages of lite and death, harbour ſuch a repugnance within her 
C {elf, as torequire an unexempted and impartiall obedience to all her 
? decrees, cither from us or trom our Mediator, and yer debaſe her felt 
" tofaulter ſo many ages with circumcis'd adulterics, by unclean and 
a 


ſlubbering permiſſions. 
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CHAP. XIV. 
That Beza's opinion of regulating ſin by apoſtolick law, cannot be ſound. 


Y Et Bezz's opinion i5 that a politick Law, but what politick Law 
I know not, unlefle one of MMatchiave”s, may regulate lin; may 
hear indeed, I grant, with imperiction for a time, as thole Canons 
of the Apoſtles did in ceremoniall things: but as tor {in,the eflence of 
it cannot conſiſt with rule; and if the law fall to regulate lin, and not 
to take it utterly away, it neceſſarily confirms and eltabliſhes tin. To 
make a regularity of lin by law, either the law muit ſtraiten fin into 
no ſin, or fin muſt crook the law into no law. The Judiciall law can 
ſervetono other end then to bethe proteCtor and champion of Reli-» 
gion and honeſt civility, as is ſet down painly, Rom. 13. and is but the 
arm of morall law, which can no more be ſeparate from jultice then 
juſtice from vertue : their office alſoin a Uifrent manner ſteers the 
ſamecours ; the one teaches what is good by precept, the other un- 
teaches what is bad by puniſhment. But it we give way to politick 
diſpenſations of lewd uncleannefle,the firſt good _— of ſuch 
a reJaxe will be the juſtifying of Papal ſtews, joyn'd with a toleration 
of epidemick whordom. Juſiice muſt revolt from the end of her aus 
thority, and become the patron of that wherot ſhe was created the 
puniſher. The example of uſury which is commonly alleg'd, makes 
againſt the allegation which it brings, as I touch'd before. Belides 
that uſury,ſo much as is permitted by the Magiitrate,and demanded 
with common cquity,is neither againſt the word of God,nor the rule 
of charity, as hath bin often diſcus't by men of eminent learning and 
iudgement. There muſt be therefore ſome other example tound out 
to ſkew us wherein civill policie may with warrant from God ſettle 
wickednes by law,and make that lawſul which is lawlcfſc. Although 
I doubt not but upon deeper conſideration, that which is true in Phy- 
ſick, will be found as truc in policic: that as of bad pulſes thoſe that 
beat moſt in order,are much worſethen thoſe that keep the mott inor- 
dinat circuit, {o of popular vices thoſe that may be commicted legal- 
ly,will be more pernicious then thoſe that are left to their own cours 
at peril], not under a flinted priviledge to fin orderly and regularly, 
which is an implicit contradiCtion, but under duc and fearlefle exe- 

cution of puniſhment. 
The politicall law, finceit cannot regulate vice, is to reſtrain it, by 
uſing all means to root it out: but if it ſuffer the weed to grow up to 
any 
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any pleafurableor contented height upon what pretext ſoever, it 
altens the root, it prunes and dreſſes vice as if it were a good plant. 
Let no man doubt therfore to affirm that it is not ſo hurttull or diſ- 
honourableto a Commonwealth, nor ſo much to the hardning of 
hearts,when thoſe worſe faults pretended to befeard are committed, 
by whoſodares under ſtrict or. executed penalty , as when thoſe 
lefle faults tolerated for fear of greater harden their faces, not their 
hearts only,under the protefion of publick authority. For what lelle 
indignity were this, then as if Juſtice her (elf the Queen of vertnes, 
deſcending from herſcepter'd royalty, inſtead of conquering, ſhould 
compound and treat with fin her eternall adverſary and rebell, upon 
iznoble terms. Or as if the judiciall Law were like that untruity ſte» 
ward in the Goſpe), and inſtead of calling in the debts of his morall 
malter, ſhould give out ſubtle and fly acquittances to keep himſelt 
from begging. Orlet us perſon him like ſome wretched itinerary 
dge, whoto gratifie his delinquents before him , would let them 
baſely break his head, leſt the ſhould pull him from the bench, and 
throw him over the barre. Unleſſe we had rather think both morall 
and judiciall full of malice and deadly purpoſe confpir'd to let the 
debtor Iſraclitethe ſeed of Abraham run on upon a banckrout ſcore, 
flattered with inſufficient and inſnaring diſcharges, that ſo he might 
be haled toa more cruel! forfeit for all the indulgent arrears which 
thoſe judiciall acquitments had ingaged him in. Nono, this cannot 
be, that the Law vyhoſe integritie and faithfulneſle is next to God, 
ſhould be either the ſhamelefle broker of our impunities , or the in- 
tended inſtrument of our deſtru&tion. The method of holy correction 
ſich as becamethe Common-yvealth of 7/-2e/zis not to bribe fin vvith 
ſin, to capitulate and hire out one crime vvith another: but vvith 
more noble and gracefull ſeverity then _ the Rowan legal uſed 
vvith Artiocw,tolimit and levell out the dire& vvay from vice to yer- 
tue, vyith ftraiteſt and exaReſt lines on either fide, not vvinding,or 
indenting ſo much as tothe right hand of fair pretences. Violence in- 
deed and inſurre&ion may force the Lavy to ſuffer vyhat ic cannot 
mend: but to vvrite a decree in allovvance of fin.as(oon can the hand 
of Juſtice rot off. Let this be ever concluded as a truth that vvill out- 
live the faith of thoſe thax ſeek to bear it dovyn. 
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CHAP. XV. 


That divorce wat not cio) n for wives only,  Peza andParzns write. More of 
the Inſtitution. 


Br if divorce were granted,as Bezz and others ſay,not for men 
but to releaſe afflifted wives ; certainly itis not only a diſpenſa- 
tion, but a moſt merciful] Law: and why it ſhould not yet bein force, 
being wholly as needfnl}, I know not what can be in cauſe but ſenſe- 
Icfie cruelty. Put yet toſay, divorce was granted for relick of wives, 
rather then of husbands, is but weakly conjefturd, and is manifeſt 
the extreme ſhift of a huddI'd expoſition. Whenas it could not be 
found how hardneſſe of heart ſhould belefſen'd by liberty of divorce, 
a fancy was devis'd to hide the flaw by commenting that divorce was 
7a only for the help of wives. Palpably uxorious ! Who can 

e ignorant that woman was created for man, and not man for wo- 
man ; and that a husband may be injur'd as inſuffcrably in mariage 
asa wife. What an injury is it aſter wedlock not to be beloy'd, what 
co be lighted, what to be contended with in point of houſe-rule who 
{hall be the head, notfor any parity of wiſdome, for that were ſome- 
thing reaſonable, but out of a female pride. T fuffer not ſaith S. Paul, 
the woman to uſnrp aut! ity over the man. It the Apolile could not (uffer 
it, into what mould is he mortify'd that can? Solomon ſaith that abe4 
wife us to her Iusband, as rottnnefſe this boner, a continuall dropping * better 
4rellin a corner of the heuſe top, or in the wildernes then with ſuch a one- 
Wi fo hideth ber hideth the wind, and one of the foure miſchiefs that the cartk 
-4710t hex, K the Spirit of Go4 wrote ſuch aggravartions as theſe,and 
a5 may be gueſt by theſe limilitudes, counſels the man rather to di- 
vorce then to live with ſuch a collegne, anu yet on the other ſide ex- 
preffes nothing of the wives ſuffering with a bad husband ; is it not 
mot ljkely that God in his Law had more pitty towards man thus 
wediockr, then towards the woman that was created for anorher. 


vented 107 Woman rather then man yz was but fondly invented. 
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Efteeming therfore to have aſſerted thus an injur'd law of Moſer from 
the nnwarranted and guilty name of adiſpenſation, to be again a 
moſt equall and requitite law, we have the word of Chriſt himſelf, 
that he came not to alterthe lealt tittle of it; and fignifies no ſmal] 
diſpleaſure againſt him that ſhall teach to do ſo. On which relying, 1 
ſhall not mach waver to afhrm, that thoſe words which are made to 
intimate, as if they forbad all divorce but for adultery (thongh Xfo- 
ſes have conſtituted otherwiſe) thoſe words tak'n circumſcript!y, 
without regard to any precedent law of Moſes or atteſtation of Chriſt 


himſelf, or without care to preſerve thoſe his fundamentall and ſupe- - 


riorlaws of nature and charity, to which all other ordinances give 
up their ſeal ,are as much againſt plain equity, and the mercy _ 
ligion, as thoſe words of Take, eaty thy is my body, elementally unde = 
ſtood, are againit nature and ſenſe. 

And ſurely the reſtoring of this degraded law, hath well recom- 
penc't thediligence was us'd, by cnlightning us further to find out 
wherfore Chriſt took off the Phariſcs from alleging the Jaw, and re- 
ferr'd them to the firlt inſtitution, not condemning, altring, or abo- 
liſhing this precept of divorce, which is plainly moral, for that were 
againſt his truth,his promite,and his prophetick office ; bat knowing 
how fallaciouſly they had cited,and conceal'd the particular and na= 
turall reaſon of the Law, that they might juſtifie any froward reaſon 
of their own, he lets gothat ſophiſtry Anon mens that had bin to 
reach themelſe, whi ch his purpoſe was not. And ſince they had takn 
a liberty which the law gave not, he amuſes and repels their tempt- 
ing pride with a perfeCtion of Paradite, which the law requir'd not: 
10t therby to oblige our performance to that wherto the Jaw neve; 
enjoyn'd the faI'n eſtate of man : for if the firlt inſtitution muſt mak 
wedlock.what ever happen, inſeparable tous, it muſt makeit alſo as 
perfef, as meetly he)ptull, and as comfortable, as God promiv'd it 
ſhould beat leaſt in ſume degree; otherwiſe it is not equall or propor» 
tionable to the ſtrength of man, tthar he ſhould be reduc't into 1uch 


indiffoluble bonds to his aſſured miſery, if all the other conditions of 


that coy'nant be maniſfc{tly alter'd. 


CHAP. XVI. 


H x tn be nnd; rftocd that they muſt be one Fi Il : amd h:yo that thaſe whom Gel 


hath jywad man ſbould not ſunder. 
Ext he ſaith, they neſt be ore fleſh, which, when all conjecturing Is 
don, will be found to import no more but to make legitimete 
g:9 and 
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and good the carnall a&, which els might ſeem to have ſomthing of 
pollution in it : And interrs thus much over;that the fit union of their 
iouls be ſuch as may even incorporate them to love and amity z but 


{tead of being one fleſh;they will be cather two carkafles chain'd un- 
naturally together; or as it may happ'n,a living ſoul bound to a dead 
corps, a punithment too like that inflifted by the tyrant Mezentivs; 
ſo little worthy to be receiv'd as that remedy of lonelineſſe which 
God meant us. Since we know it is not the joyning of another bod 
will remove lonclineſſe, but theuniting of another compliable nid 
and that ic isno bleſſing but a torment, nay a bale and brutiſh condi- 
tion to be one fleſh, unlefſe where nature can in ſome nature fix a uni- 
ty of diſpolition. The meaning therefore of theſe words, For thw cauſe 
ſpall a man leave bu fatber and bu mother and ſball cleave to but wife , was 
firſt to ſhew us th= deer affe&ion which naturally grows in every not 
unnaturall mariage,ev'n tothe leaving of parents, or other familia» 
rity whatſoever: next, it Juilifies a man in ſodoing, that nothing is 
done undutitully to father or mother. But he that ſhould be here 
ſternly commanded to cleave to his error, a diſpoſition which to his 
he finds will never ciment a quotidian of ſorrow and diſcontent in 
his houſe, let us be excug'd to pauſe alittle and bethink us every way 
round ere welay ſuch a flat ſoleciſ me upon the gracious,and certain= 
ly not incxorable, not rufhlefſe and flinty ordinanceof mariage. For 
it the meaning of theſe words muſt be thus blockt up within their 
own letters from all equity and fair deduQion, they will ſerve then 
well indeed their turn,who aftirm divorce to have been granted only 
for wives; whenas we ſce no word of this text binds women, but men 
only, what. it binds. No marvell then if S2lomith ſiſter to Herod, ſent a 
writ of caſe toCoſtobarws her husband; whichzas Joſephwe there atteſts, 
was lawfull only ro men. No marvell though Placidia the ſiſter of Ho- 
norixs threat'n'd the like to Earl Conftantiws,for a triviall cauſe as Pho- 
23u4 relates from Olympiodorws.No marvell any thing if letters muff be 
turn'd into paliſadoes to ſtake our all requiſite ſenſe from entring to 
their due enlargement. 

Laſtly, Chrilt himſelf te]s who ſhould not be put aſtnder, namely, 
thoſe whom God hath joyn'd. A plain ſolution ot this great contro- 
verlic,if men would bur uſe their eyes ; for when is it that God may 
be ſaid to joyn, when the parties and thcir friends conſent ? Noſure- 
ly, for that may concur to lewdeſt ends. Oris it when Churches rites 

are 
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that can never be where no corre{pondence is of the minde; nay in- * 
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; are finiſht? Neither;for the efficaciec of thoſe depends upon the preſup- 


poſed firneſle of either party. Perhaps, atter carnall knowledge? Leaſt 
of all; for that may joyn perſons whom neither law nor nature dares 
joyn : tis lett, that only then, when the minds are ticly diſpos'd, and 
enabÞd to maintain a cheertull converſation, to the {olace and love 
of each other, according as God intended and promis'd in the very 
firſt foundation of matrimony, I will make him a help meet for him 3 for 
{urely what God intenacd and promis'd, that only can be thought to 
be his Joyning, and not the contrary. Solikewiſe the Apoſtle witnel<- 
(eth, 1 Cor. 7.15. that in mariage God hath call d us to peace. And doubt» 
lefle in what reſpe& he hath call'd us to mariage, in that alſo he hath 
joyn'd us. The reſt whom either diſproportion or deadnelle of fpiric, 
or ſomthing dittatttull and averſe in the immutable bent of nature 
renders conjugall, error may have joyn'd, but God never joyn'd a= 
gainſt the meaning of his own ordinance. Andit he joynd them not, 
then is there no power above their own conſent to hinder them from 
unjoyning, when they cannot reap the ſoubreit ends of being together 
in any tolerable ſort. Neither can it be {aid properly that tuch twain 
were ever divorc'r, but onely parted from cach other, as two perfons 
naconjunCtive and unmariable together. But it , whom God hath 
made a fit help, forwardneſle or private injuries hath made unfit,that 
being the ſecret of mariage God can better judge then man , neither 
is man indeed ht or able to decide this matter ; however it be, un- 
doubtedly a peacefull divorce is a lefle evil,and lefle in ſcandall then 
a hateful hardhearted and deltrultive continuance of mariagein the 
jJadgement of {cs and of Chritt, that juſtifies him in chuling the 
lefle evil, which it it were an honelt and civill prudence in the law, 
what is there in the Goſpel torbidding tuch a kind ot legall wildom, 
though we ſhould adit the commen lapeſaces 


CHAP. XVII. 
T be ſentence of Chriſt c::cning divorce bow ty be expuended. What Grotin: 
hath obſerv'd. Other aaditions. 

Hes thus unfolded thoſe ambiguous reaſons, wheres ith 

Chriſt,as his wont was,zaveto the Phariſes that came ro ſound 
him, ſuch an anſwer as they deſerv'd,ic will not be uncalie to explain 
the ſentence ir (eli now that follows; Whſcever foul pm: away bu 
wife, except it be fur fornication, and ſhall marry another, commineth ads 
tery. Firit chertore will ſer down what is obſery'd by Grier: upon 


this 
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this point,a man of general learning.Next I produc? what mine own 
thoughts gave me, betore I had ieen his annotations.O:geny ſaith he, | 
notes that Chritt nanr'd adultery rather as one example of other like | 
caſes, then as one only exception. And that it is trequent, not only in :. 
human but in divine Laws, toexprefle one kind of fa, wherby othe: 
cauſes of like nature may have ehe like plea : as Exod. 21.18,19,20.26. 
Dent. 19.5. And from the maxims of civil Law he {hews that evn it 
ſharpeſt penallaws,the {amereaſon hath the ſame right: and in gent- 
ler Laws, that from like cauſes to like the Law interprets rightly. Bus 
it may be objected, ſaith he,that nothing deſtroys the end of wed- 
lock (o much as adultery. To which he antwers, that mariage wa: 
not ordain'd only for copulation, but for mutuall help and comfort 
of lite 3 and it we mark diligently the nature of our Saviours com- 
mands,we ſhall find that both their beginning and their end conlfitts 
in charity : whoſe will is that we ſhould ſo be good to others, as that, 
we be not crnell to ourſelves. And hence it appears why Marke, and 
Lizke,and S. Paxl tothe Corin. mentioning this precept of Chriſt, adde 
no exception: becauſe exceptions that ariſe trom naturall equity, ars 
included filently under generall terms :it would be confider'd ther- 
fore whether the ſame equity may not have place in other caſes lefle 
frequent. Thus farre he. From hence, is what I adde: firſt, that this 
ſaying of Chritt, as it iz uſually expounded, can be no law ar all, that 
a man for no cauſe ſhould ſeparate bur for adultery,except it be a ſu- 
pernaturall law, not binding us as we now arc had it bin the law of 
nature, either the Jews, or ſome other wiſe and civill nation would 
have preſtit : orlet it be ſo ; yet that law Det. 24. 1. whereby a man 
hath leave to part, when as tor juſt and naturall cauſe diſcover'd he 
cannot love, is a law ancienter, and deeper ingrav'n in blameles na- 
ture then the other : thertore the inſpired Law-giver Moſes took care 
that this ſhould be ſpecified and allowed : the other he let vaniſh in 
filence,not once repeated in the volume of his law, even as the reaſon 
of it vaniſht with Paradiſe. Secondly, this can be no new command, 
for the Goſpel enjoyns no new morality,ſave only the infinit enlarge- 
ment of charity, which in this reſpe& is called the new Commande- 
ment by S. John ; as being the accompliſhment of every command. 
Thirdly, It is no command of perte&ion further then it partakes of 
charity , which is the bond of perfeftion. Thoſe commands thetfore 
which compe!lus to ſelf cruelty above our ſtrength, ſo hardly will 
help forward to perteRion, that they hinder and te backward in all 
the 
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che common tdiments of Chrittianicy , as wasprovy'd. Itheing thang 
clear , that the words of Chriſt can be no kind of command , as they 
ace vulgarly takn, we ſhall gow ſee in what ſence they tnay be 2 
:ommand, and that an excellenc one , the fame with that of .X/ oſec, 
2nd no other. Afoſes had granted chat onely for a natural annoyance, 
deteR, or diſlike, whether in body or mind{for fo the Hebrew words 
platoly note)whiclt a man con'd not force himlſelfe co live with , he 
might give a bill of d,vorce , thereby forbiddivg eny oth& caſe 
thereto amendwent or reennciliation mighe have place. This Law 
the Phariſes depraving , extended to any Mighe concentions canſe 
whatſoever- Chrilt therefore (-etng wiere they halred, urg-s the ne- 
22tive part of that law , witch is necefſarily andet{iood (tor the de- 
cerminate permiſſion of Aofes bird; chem from fucther licence) and 
-hnecking their ſupercilious dritt , deoiares that no accidental, rempa- 
rary , or reconcileab'e offence except fornication , can quſtifie a die 
vorce : he toucies not licre clhole natural and perperual hinderances 
of ;ociety, whether in body or in mind; which are nat to be remoy'd: 
for ſuch, as they are apreſt co cauſe an unchangeable offence , ſo are 
they not capable of reconc:[emert becau'e not of amendmenr ; they 
doe not break indeed, but they annihilace che bands of mari-gerrore 
then adultery. For that faulr commirred argues not alwayes a hatred 
either natural or indicental againſt whom 1t is commircted ; neither 
does it inferre a diſabilicy of future helpfulneſſe , or loyalry , or lov- 
ing agreement , being once paft, and pardon'd, where it can bs par- 
don'd : buc thaewhich naturally diſtafis and findes wp favour in the eyes 
of matrimony , can neyer be conceal, never appear'd, never inter- 
mitced bur proves a perpetuall nulicy of loye and contentment, 3 
{olicade, and dead vacation of all acceptable corverfing. Moſes thecs 
fore permits divorce, but in caſes onely chat haye no bands to joyn, 
and more need ſeparating then adultery. Chritt forbids ir, bur in 
matcers onely that may accord , and thoſe lefte then fornication. 
Thus is 4oſes Law here plainly confirm'd, and tliole caules which 
he permitted, not a jot gainſaid. And that this ig the erue meaning 
of this place , | prove by no other an Anchor then S, Puul himielte, 
1 Cor. 7. 10, 11. 8pon which cext Interpreters agree that the Apoſtle 
enely repeats the precept of Chrjſt:where while he ſpeaks of the wives 
reconcilement to her husband lie purs 1t out of contreyerfie.that ourSa- 
viour meant chiefly matrers of rife and reconcilement : of whicix 
ſort he won'd not chat any difterence ſhould be che occafion of dt + 
yorce, execpt forpicatiop. And that hy (3y lcath better how co value 
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reye and prudent lay of Moſes , and how unedviſedly we fmatrer 
r9ith onr lips , when we talk of Chrilſts aboltthing any Judiciall lay 
of his great Farther, except in ſome circumltances which are Judai- 
eall rather then Judicial, and need no aboliſhing but ceaſe of them- 
ſelvs,I ſay again,chat this recited law of Moſes contains a cauie of di- 
YOrce greater beyond compare then that for adultery ; and who 
cannot ſo eonceive it,errs and wrongs exceedingly a lai of deep wif- 
dome for wint vf well fadoming. For ict him mark no man urges the 
juſt divorcing of adultery, as it 1s a fin, but as ir is an injury to mari- 
age; an] though ir be but once com nitted, anJ that without ma- 
tice; wherher through imporcunity or opportunity, the Goſpel does 
not therefore difſwade him who won!d therefore divorce ; bur that 
gaturall hatred when ever it ariſes, 1s a greater evil inmariage, then 


" the accident of adulcery, a greater defrauding, a greater injuſtice, an 


yernot blameable , he who underſtands nor afcer all chis repreſent- 
ing , Idonbthis will like a hard ſpleen draws fafter then his unJer- 
Randing can well ſaoguifie, Nor did thatman ever know or feel 
what it igto loye truly , nor eyer yet comprehend in his thoughts 
what the true intent of marriage is. And this alio will be ſomewhat 
aboye his reach , but yet no leſle a truth for lack of his perſpective; 
that as no man apprehends what vice is, ſo well 2s he who is cruly 
vertuous, no man knows he ll like him who converles molt in heav'n, 
ſo there isnone that can eſtimate che evil and the afflition of a na-" 
rurallhatred in matrimony , unleſſe he have a foul gentle anough 
and ſpacious anough to contemplate what 1s crue loye. 
And the reaſon why men ſo diſeſteeme this wiſe judging Law of 
God,and count hate,or the not finding of favour,as it is there term'd,a 
humorous, a diſhoneft; and ſlight cauſe of divorce; is becauſe them- 
ſelves apprehend (o licrle of what true concord meanes : for if they 
did, they would be jufter in cheir ballanting between natural hatred 
and caſuall adultery ; this being bur a tranheat injury , and foone a- 
mended , 1 mean as tothe party againſt whom the treſpaſſe is : but 
that ether being an unſpeakable and unremitting ſorrow and of- 
fence whereof no amends can be made, no cure, no ceaſing but by di- 
yorce, which like a divine touch in one moment heals all ; and like 
the word of God , in one inſtant haſkes oucregeous tempeſt into a 
ſudden ftilnefle and peacetull calm, Yer all this ſo great a good of 
Tods own enlarging tous, is by the hard rains of thera that fit us. 
wholly. diverted and imbezzl'd from us. Maligners of mankind ! 
But who hath caught you ro mangle thns , and make more gaſhes in 
| the 


| Hence that of /erom,#here foraication w (uſpetted.the wife wplafuy 
, FER K * » 


the miieriesof ablameleſſe credtnte , "y/ithrhe leaucd Keyes hs 
your lirerall decrees , - to whoſe ele you cannot adde the tithe” bf 
one {mall atome, but by letting aione your unhelptull Surgery, - A« 
for ſnch es thinke wandring concupiicence to bee here new!y- anc 
more preciſely forvidd n, thentt was before , 1f the Apoltle can con- 
vince them; we know that. we are to know /uff by the law,and not by 
10y new diſcovery of the Goſpel, The Law of £oſes knew what 
it permirced, andthe Goipel knew what it forbid ; hee that under x 
pceviſh conceit of debarring concupiſcence, ſhall goe about to make 
anovice of Moſes, ( not to {ay a worſe thung for reverence iake) and 
ſuch a one of God himſelfe, as is a horror to think, to bind our Savie 
our in the defaule of a down-right promiſe breaking, and to bind the 
difunions of complaining nature in chains rogecher , and curb 
them with a canon bic , tis he that commits all the whooredome 
and adulcery , which hinaſelfe adjudges, beſides the former guilt (© 
manifold-that lies npen him. Aod it none of theſe conſiderations 
with all- their wait and gravity , can avall tothe diſpoſleſſing him 
of his pretious liceraliſm , let ſome one or other encreat bim bur ro 
read on in the ſame 19 of Math. till he comet that place that ſayes 


Some make themſelves Eunnehs for the Kingdom of heavens ſaks,And if 


then he pleaſe co make ule of Origens knite, he may doe well to ba hg 


bWn carver. 
CHAP, XVIIL 

IVhether the word of our Savienr be rightly expolided only of aftual fav 
"icatio to be the cauſe of divorce. The opinton of Grotiuzwith ather reaſons, 

Ur becauſe we know that Chriſt neyer gave a Judiciall Law, and 

that the word fornication is varionfly ignificant in Scripture , 18 
wili be much right done to our Saviours words, to conſider diligente 
ly, whether it be meant hcere that nething bur aCtual fornication, 
prov'd by witnes, can warrant a divorce, fer ſo our canon law jucts 
ges. Nevertheleſſe as 1 find that” Gyori- on this place hath obſerv'd, 
the Chriftian Emperours.Theodo/;145 the (econd, and [»ft51i4», men of 
bigh wiſdome and repnred piety , deerecd it to bea divorhve forn{- 
catzon, if the wife attempted cither againtt the knowledge, or obftie 
natly againft the will of her husband , ſuch things as gave open ſuf- 
Fition of adulterizing : as the wilfull haunting of feaſt, and invite 
tions with men not of her neer kindred, the lying forth of her hone 
Without probable cauſe , the frequenting of Theaters againſt her 
kusbands mind , her endeavenr to prevear or defiroy conception- 
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68 The Doftrine and Diſciplive of Divorce, 
'be diverc's, not that every motion ofa jealous mind fſhou'd be regar- 
ded, bar that it ſhonld not be exafted roprore all things by the yiſi- 
bilicy of Law witnefling , or eis tro hood-wink the mild : tor the law 
35 not able to judge of theſe chings but by che rfie of equity, and by 
permitting a wile man to walke the middle way of p.ndent cir- Þ 
cumſpection , neither wretchedly jealous , nor {tp:dly and tamely F7 
patient. To this purpoſe hath Gyoriz 10 his notes, He ſhews allo that 
fornication is tak'n in Scripture for ſuch a continaa! headftrong be- 
haviour , as tends to plain conteropt of the husband : and proves ir | 
ont of Judges 19. 2. Where the Leyices wife is faid to haye plaid the . # 
whoore againſt him ; whica Joſeph#« and the Sepraagive , with the * 
Chaldeaw , interpret onely of ttuborneſſe and rebellion againſt her | 
husband : and to this I adde that Kimchi and the two other Rablyies * 
wiogielſe the text , are inthe !lameopinion , Ber Gerſom reaſons, | 
that had it bin wioordomse, a Jew anda Leyite would l1aye diſdain'd 
to- fetch her again. And chis I ſhall contribute , that had it beene 
whoordome, ſhe would have choſen any other plac2 to run to, then 
ro herfathers houſe, it being ſo infamous for an Hebrew woman to 
play the harlot , and ſoopprobriousty the parents, Fornication then | % 
in this place of the Fudges ig underſtood for (tubborn diſobedience | 
2g2inſt che husband and nor. for adultery, A fin of that ſudden aRti- Þ- 
v1ty asto be glready committed , when no more is done, but onely 
looke unchaſtly : which yer 1 would beleath to judge worthy a d1i- 
vorce, though in cur Savioors language iz becall'd adultery, Ne- 
verthel. fie when palpable and trequent kgnes are giv'n, the law ©: 
God, Namb, «5, lo fargave way to the jealonhe of a man, ag that the 
woman ſet before the ſanRuary with her head uncover'd , was ad- |; 
—Jurdby the Prieſt to ſwear whether ſhe were falie or no , and con- p* 
frrain'd to drink that bitter water with en undoubted car ſe of rotter;s | 
zefſe and tympary to follow , unlcfle ſhe were innocent. And the jea- 
© lous man had not btn gnilelefle before God, as ſeems by the laſt yerſe, 
if having ſuch a fuſpition in his head, hee ſhould neglect his triak 
which 1f to this day it be net tobe us'd, or be thought as uncertaine 
ot efteR, as cx antiquated law of Ordalinme, yet all equity willjudoe | 
that many adulterons demeanours which are of lewd ſufpition and | 
example, may be hel ſufficient ro incurre a divorce, though the at '* 
it felte hath not been prev'd. And ſecing the generofity of onr Na. | 
tion 1$ſ0. 25 to acccnnt no reproach more abominable, then to.bee 
nick-nam'd the husband of anadu'treſle, that our law ſh: uid not be 
as amPp.c a» the Lay of God to vindicate a man from xhat y_ 
(ed 
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ſufferance , is oor barbarous unskilfulneſſe, not conſidering that the 
law ſhou!d bz exaſperared according to our eſtimation of the injs 
ry. Andifirmult be (offer'd ri)! the a& be viſibly prov'd , Salomon 
himſelfe whoſe jadg2ment wilthe granted to ſurpaſſe the acmtenelſe 
ofany Canmiſt. confeites , Pr. 55.19.26. t414t for the aRt of adulce- 
ry it1s as d1mhicult to be found as thetrach of as Exple inthe airs, or the 
way of a ſhip inthe Sea :ſothat a manmay be pur to uninan!y indignie 
ties, Ere it be fou2d out, This therefore may bee enough to inform 
us, rhat diyorfive au'tery 1s not limited bv our Saviour to the ut» 
mo't at , and thar to be atteſted alwayes by eye witneſſe , bnt may 
bee extenJ2dalſo to divers obyions aRions , which either plainly 
lead roadultery, or give ſuch preſumption, whereby {enfible men may 
tuſpett the deed ro be already done, And this the rather may bee 
thought , in that cur Saviour cho? to uſe the word Fornication, 
which word is fennd to fign:fie other matrimonial tran{grefſions 
of mainhreach to that coy 'nant beſides actaall adnirery, For that 
linne gzeded not the ridJance of diyorce , bnt of death hy the Law, 
which was aGive ey'n tillthen by the example of rhe woman tak'n 
inadultery ; or it the Law had been dormanc, our Saviour was more 
likely to have told them oftheir nzglet, thento have lerz capitall 
crime filently ſcape into a divorce: or if it be ſatd his bufineſle was 
not to tel! them what was crimizall in the civiil Conres, but what 
was finfoli at the barre of coxſcience , how dare they then havisg 
no ether oround then the our Saviours words, drew that into 
. © . © 
triall of Law , Which bath 27%: and our Sayionr was left to the 
joriſdiion of conlcience ? Bnt wee take from our Savicur, fay they, 
onely that ftwas adultery and our Layy of it (elfe applies the puniſh - 
ment. Bur by their Jeave that ſo argue , the grezt Law-giver of all 
the world who knew beſt what was adultery borh to the Jew and to 
the Gentile appointed no ſach applying, and never likes when mor+ 
tal men will be vair'y prefuming to ou'-(trip his juſtice, 
C HAP, XIX. 
Chrifts manner of reaching $.Pauladdes to this matter of divorce without 
command to fhew the matter to be of equity not of rigor, That the bondape 
of aChriftian may be as much,and in peace as lit'e in ſume other mariag es 
Lefids idolatrons: If thoſe arguments theyfore be g02d inthat one caſe vhy 
wot in thoſe other:therefore the Apoſtle himſelf odds, &r 158 3: ts] cis. 
Hus at length wee ſee both by this and &y other places, that 
.& thereis ſcarce any one fayingin the Goſpel! , but mult Lee read 
with limitations and diftinftions, ts bee rightly underſtood ; 
K 3 tor 
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I9ir0 ard D;ſciplene of 
| for Clriſt gives nc {ul commants or continued diſcourſes , but a: 
Demetrins che Rhetoritlan piraics ir,{peakes ofc in do nolyllabies, 
like a maiſter {catterivg tae licavenly grain ot tits deQrire like pear! 
| heere and there , which requires a $ki!fuil and laborions gatherer, 
who mutt compare the words he findes, with otler precepts , with: 
. the end ofeyery ordinance, and with the gencrall avalog:e of Eyan- 
gelick dodrine : otherwiſe many particular {ayings would bee bur 
itrange repugnant ridJles ; and the Church would offen1 in grant- 
ing divorce for frigidity , which is not here accepted with adulte- 
ry, but by chem added. And this was it undouted(y whici gave rea- 
ſon to S. Pax! of his own authority , as hee profeiles, and withour 
command trom the Lord , toenlarge the ſeeming conftruftion of 
thoſe places in the Goſpell ; by adding a caie wherein a perſon deſer- 
ted, which is oathing /lefſe then divorc't , may lawtully marry 4- 
gain. And having declar'd his opinion in one caie , be leaves a fur- 
der liberty for Chriſtian prudence to determine in cales of like im- 
portance ; uſing words fo plain as are not to be ſhifted off, chag,a bro- 
ther or a ſiſter is not wader bondage in ſuch eaſes, adding alto, that God 

hath call'd uz to peace in marriage. 
Now it ic be plain that a Chrifiian may be brought into unwor- 
thy bondage , and his religious peace not onely interrupted now and 
then, bur perpetmally and finally hinder'd in wedlock by miſ-yoking 
with a diverſity of nature as well as of religion, the reaſons of S, Paul 
cannot be made ſpeciall to that one caſe of infidelity, bur are of equal 
moment to a divorce, where eyerChriſtian liberty and peace are with- 
out fault eqvally obſtructed. That the ordinance which God gave 
to our comtorr, may not be pinn'd upon us to our undeſeryed thral« 
dom;to becoopt up as it were in mockery of wedlock,to a perpetual 
betrothed lonelines and diſcontent, if nothing worſe enſue, There 
being noughr els of marriage left berween fuch,bur a diſpleafing and 
forc't remedy againſt the Ring of a bruit defire : which flzſhly accu- 
Roming without the ſonls union and commixture of intellecuall 
delight, as it is rather a ſoiling then a fnlki/ling of mariage-rites, ſo is 
it anovgh to abafe the mettle of a generous Spirir, and ſinks him to 
a low and vn'gar pitch of endeavor in all his ations, er, which is 
worſe,leaves him in a diſpairing plight of objeR & ha:dn'd thoughts: 
which condition rather then a good man ſhould fall into, a man uſe- 
fu!l in the ſervice of God and mankind , Chrif him{elfe hath ranghe 
us to diſpepce with the moſt facred ordinance of his worſhip , even 
i=" > bodily healing to diſpence with that holy ang ſpeculacive reſt 
vo Wow | If 
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of $1bbath , much more then with the erroneous obſervane2 of an 
ill knorted mariage , for th2 lukining of an oyercharg'd fairk and 


perſeverance. 
CHAP. XX. 

The meanmng of S, Paul, that Charity beleeveth all things. /75at 17 to be 
ſad fo the licence which is vainly fear'd wt ll grow hereby. Fhat to thoſe 
who never have don preſcribing patience inthat caſe. The P apiſÞ moſt le- 
Vere againſt divorce = Mt eaſie to all licence. Of all the miſeries in 
nuariazeGod is tobeclear'd and the fault to be laid on mani unuſt lives, 


cannot be remedied, upon their conſcience be it, wko ſhali fo 

ioe, This was that hardneſie ofheart, andabule of a good law which 
Moſes was content to lutter , rather then good men thould not have 
rat all ro uſe needfnlly, And he who to run after one lolt ſheep, lefr 
ninety nine of nis own flock at randome 1n che wildernes, wovld little 
perplex his chought for che obduring of nins hunder'd and ninety 
ſuch as will dayly take wort liberties, whether they have permiſſion 
ornoc. Toconclade , ag wicthou: charity God hach giv'n no com- 
mandment tomen, lo without it , neither cag men rightly beleeya 
any commandment giv'n. For every a& of true faith, as well thar 
whereby we beleeve the law,as char whereby wee endeavour the lay, 
is wtought in us by charity , according co chat in the divine hymne 
of St, Paul, 1 Cor.! 3. Charity beleeveth all things : not #s if ſhe were 
'0 credulous , whic!1 15 rhe expoſition hitherto current, for that were 
a trivial praiſe , but to reach ns char charity is the high governeſſe of 
our beleefe, and that we cannot *aiely afenr to any precept writt'n 
in che Bible, bur as charity commends ic to us, Which agrees with 

that ofthe {ame Apoſtle ro the Ephe/c,. 14. 15. where he tells us that 

the way to ger a ſnare undonbred knowledge of things, is to hold that 

{or truth , whieh accords moR wich chartry, Whoſe unerring gui» 

dince and conduRt having follow'd as a load-Rarre with all dili- 

zenceand fidelity'in this queſtion , J truſt , through the help of that 

1|Jaminarting Spirit which hath favour'd me , to have done no every 
: Jayes worke : in afferting after many ages the words of Chriſt with 
acaer Scriptures of great concernment from burdenſome and remor{- 

les obſcurity , tangi'd with manifold repygnances, to their native In- 
"'reand conſent berweene each other : hereby alſo diſſolving tedious 
ind Gordian difficulties , which have hicherco moleſted the Churcl: 


fGod, and are now decided, not with the ſword of Alexorder, _ 
| \YILE 


FJ though bid canes would take licence by this prerext, if that 
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with the immacn'ate hands of charity, to the upſpeakable good of Y 


Chritendome. Andlec the extreme literallt fir down now and re- 
volve whcther this inall neceſficy be nor the due relulc of our S2- 
viour Swords : or if he perfiſt to be otherwiſe opinton'd, let him wel! 


adviſe, leſt thinking to g-ipe faſt the Golpel , be be found in lead | 


with the canon law in his fitt : whoſe boilterous edicts tyrannizing 
che bleſſed ordinance of marrigge into the quality of a moſt unna- 
tural and unchriftianly yoke , have giv'n che fleſh this advanrage tc 
hace it, and rnca aſide, oft cimes unwikingly, co all difle/uce unciean- 
naſſe, even t11l puniſhment it ſelfe is vyeary, and overcome by che in- 
credible frequency of trading luſt, and unconcrowl'd adulteries, Yer 
men whoſe Creed is cuſtome, I doubr nor but will be (till endeayou- 
ripg co hide the floth of th2ir own timerons capacities with this 
pretext, that for all this tis betrer to indure with patience and filence 
this aſflition which God hath ſent, And I agree tis true; if this be 
exhorted and not enjoyn'd ; bur withall it will be wiſely done tobe 
as ſure as may be , that what mans iniquity hath laid on, be not im- 
puted co Gods (ending, leaſt under the colour of an affected patience 
we deraine our {elves at the guiphs month of many hideous temp- 
eations, not to be withſtood withone proper gites, which, ar Perkin: 
well notes, God gives not ordinarily, no not to mok earneſt pray 
ers. Therefore we pray, Lead « not into temptation, a vaun-prayer, 
if having led our ſelves chither, welove to Ray in that verflom 
condition. God ſends remedies, as well as evills; under which he 
who lies and groars, that may lawfully acquit him(elfe , is acceſſory 
to his own ruin : ngr will it excuſe him , though he ſuffer through « 


fugeiſh fearfulneſſe ro ſearch througaly what is lawfuil, for feare ot | 


diſquieting ofa {ecure falfiry of an old opinion. Who dodhis no: 
bur that it may be piouſly faid, ro him who wouid diſmiſſe frigidity, 
bear your trial, take it, as if God would have you live this life of con- 
tinence : if he exhort this, I heare him as an Angell, chough he (pea 
without warrant, : but if he would compellme, J know him to: 
Satan, Tohim who divorces an adaltercle, Piety might tay ; Par- 
don her ; you may ſhew much mercy, you may win a foul : yer the 
law both of God and man leaves it freely ro him. For God loves not 
to plow eur the heart of our endeavours with over-hard and fad 
tasks, Ged delights not to make a drudge of vertue, whole ations 


mult be all ele&ive and uncovftraind.Forc't vertaeis a8 abolr overſhot |" 


it goes neither forward nor backward, and does no good as it Rands, 
Sceing therefore that neicher Sgriprure nor reaſon hath laid this un- 
jul} 
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juſt auſterity upon divorce, we may reſalve that nething elſe hath 
wrought it but that letterbound fervility of the Canon Poftors, 
{ſuppoſing mariage to bea Sacrament, and out of the art they haveta 
lay unneceſſary burdens upon all men,to make a fair ſhew in the fleſl: 
ly abſervance of matrimony , though peace and love with all other 
conjugall reſpe&t fare never ſoill.And indeed the Papiſts who are the 
Griftelt forbidders of divorce, are the eafielt libertines to admit ot 
oroſſeſt uncleannefſe; as if they had a deligne by making wedlock a 
ſupportleſſe yokegto violate it moſt,under colour of preſerving it molt 
inviolable : and withall delighting, as their myſtery is, to make men 
the yr re of their own afflitions, as if there were ſuch a ſcar» 
city of miſeries from abroad, that we ſhould be made to melt our 
choicelt home bleſſings, and coin them into crofles, for want whereby 
to huld commerce with patience. If any therefore who ſhall hap to 
read this diſcourſe, hath been through miſadventure il! as in 
this contra&ed evill here complain'd of, and finds the fits and work- 
ings of a high impatience frequently upon him, of all thoſe wild 
words which men in miſery think to caſe themſelves by uttering, let 
him not op'n his lips againſt the providence of heavn, or tax the 
wayes of God and his divine truth: for they are equall, eafie, and not 
burdenſome 3 nor do they ever crofle the juſt nad reaſonable defires 
of mengnor involve this our portion of mortall life, into a neceſlity of 
ſadnefle and malecontent, by laws commanding over the unreduci» 
ble antipathies of nature ſooner or later found: but allow us to remedy 
and ſhake off thoſe evils into which human error hath led us through 
the mid(it of our beſt intentions ; and to ſupport our incident extremi- 
ties by that authentick precept of ſoveran charity;whoſe grand com+ 
miſſion is to doand to diſpoſe over all the ordinances of Cod to man; 
that love and truth may advance each other toeyerlaſting. While we 
literally ſuperſtious through cuſtomary faintnefle of heart,nor ventu- 
ring to pierce with our tree thoughts intothe full latitude of nature 
and religion,abandon our ſelves to ſerve under the tyranny of uſurpt 
opinions, ſufferingthoſe ordinances which were allotted to our f0- 
lace and reviving,to trample over us and hale us intoa multitude of 
ſorrows which God never meant us. And where he ſetus in a fair al- 
lowance of way, with honeſt liberty and prudence toour guard, we 
never leave ſubtilizing and caſuilting till we have ſtraitn'd and par'd 
that liberall path into a razors edge to walk on, between a precipice 
of unceceflary miſchiet on cither fide: and ſtarting at every falſe 
| L Alarum, 
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Alaramywe do not know which way to ſet a foot forward with man- 


ly confidence and Chriftian reſolution,through the contuſed ringing 
in our cares of panick ſcruples and amazements- 


CHAP. XXIL 

That the matter of divorce not to be try'd by Law, but by Conſcience, 4s many 
other ſins are, The Magiſtrate can only ſee that the condition of divorce be 

Juſt and equall. The opinion of Fagius, and the reaſons of thut aſſertion. 
| —_ a of papall encroachment it was, to pluck the power 
and arbicrement of divorce from the maſter of family , into 
whoſe hands God and the Law of all Nations had pur it, and Chritt 
{o left it, preaching onely tothe conſcience, and not authorizing a 
judiciall Court totoffe about and divulge the unaccountable and te- 
cret reaſons cfdiſaffetion between man and wife, as a thing moſt 
improperly aniwerableto any ſuch kind of eciall. But the Popes of 
Rome perceiving the great revenue and high authority it would give 
them ev'n over Princes, to have the jnadging and deciding of ſuch a 
main conſequencein thelite of man as was divorce, wrought ſo upon 
the ſuperſtition of thoſe ages, as to diveft them of that right which 
God from the beginning had entruſted to the husband : by which 
means they ſubje&ed that ancient and naturally domeſtick prergga-= 
tive to an externall and unbefitting Judicature. For although diftc- 
rences in divorce about Dowries, Jointures, and the like, befides the 
puniſhing of adultery, ought not to pafſe withour referring , if need 
be, to the Magititrate, yet that the abſolute and finall hindring of dis 
vorce cannot belong to any civill or earthly power, againſt the will 
and conſent of both parties, or of the husband alone, ſome reaſons 
will be here urg'd as ſhall not need todecline the touch. But firſt 1 ſhal 
recite what hath binalready yeilded by others in favour of this opi« 
nion.G-0:iz8 and many more agree that notwithſtanding what Chrilt 
{pake therin to the conſcience, the Magiſtrate is not therby enjoyn'd 
ought againſt the preſeryation of civill peace, of equity, and of con- 
vyenience. Among theſe F agirs is moſt remarkable, and gives the ſame 
liberty of pronouncing divorce to the Chriſtian Magiſtrate, as the 
Mofaick had. For whatever ſaith he, Cbriſt ſpake to the regenerate;the Judze 
bath to deal with the wwigar : if therfore any through hardneſſe of beart will not 
be a tolerable wife or husband, it will be lawfull as well now a of old to paſſe the 
bill of divorce, not by privat, but by publick authority. Nur doth man ſeparate 
them 1ben, but God by bu lars of divorce giv'nby Moſes. What can binder the 
| Magiſtrate 
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M agiftrate from ſo doing, to whoſe grvernment all outward things are ſubjeth, 
t0 ſeparate and remure from perpetual texation and no ſmall dangeryboſe bodies 
whoſe mind. are already ſeparate : it being hit office to procure peaceable and 
contenient living in the Common-wealth z and being a certain alſo, that they 
ſo neceſſarily ſeparated cannot all receive aſingle life. And this I obſerve that 
our Divines do generally condemn ſeparation of bed and board, 
without the liberty of ſecond choice : if that therfore in ſome cates 
be moſt purely neceſſary, as who ſo blockiſh rodeny,then is this alſo 
az needfull.Thus far by others is already well ttept, to infurm us that 
divorce is not a matter of Law but of Charity : itthere remain a fur- 
long yet toend the queſtion, theſe tolluwing reaſons may ſerve to 
gain it with any apprehenſion not too unlearned, or too wayward. 
Fictt becauſe ofttimes the caules of ſeeking divorce retide ſo deeply in 
the radicall and innocent aftc&ions of nature, as is not within the 
diocelic of Law totamper with. Other relations may aptly anough be 
held together by a civil and vertuous love.But the duties of man and 
wite areſuch as are chiefly converſant in that love, which is moſt an- 
cient and meerly naturall ; whoſe two prime ſtatutes are to joyn ir 
{elf rothat which is good and acceptable and friendly ; and to turn 
afide and depart from what is diſagreeable, ditplealing and unlike: 
ot the two this latter is the ſtrongelt, and molt equall to be regarded: 
for although a man may often be unjuſt in ſecking that which he 
loves, yet hecan never beunjuſt or blamable in retiring trom his end» 
lefle trouble and diltait, whenas his tarrying can redound to no true 
content on either ſide. Hatcis of all things the mightieſt divider,nay, 
is diviſion it ſelf. Tocouple hatred thertore , though wedlock try all 
her golden links, and borrow to her aid all the iron manacles and 
fetters of Law,it does but ſeek to twilt a rope of ſand, which was a 
task, they ſay, that pog'd the divell. And that ſluggiſh feind in hell 
0:nu, whom the Poems tell of, brought his idle cordage to as good 
effe&, which never ſery'd to bind with,but to feed the Afle that. ttood 
at his elbow. And that the reſtriftive Law againit divorce, attains as 
little to bind any thing truly in a diljoynted mariage, or to keep it 
bound, but ſerves only to feed the ignorance, and detinitive imperti- 
nence of a doltith Canon, wereno abſurd allution.To hinder thertore 
thoſe deep and ſerious regrefles of nature in a reaſonable ſoul parting 
from that miltak'n help which he jultly ſecks in @ perlon created tor 
him, recolle&ing himtelf from an unmeet help which was never 
meant, and to detain him by compullionin _ a <4 
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ſery as this,is in diameter againſt both nature and inſtitution: but to 
znterpoſe a juriſdiftive powerover the inward and irremediable dif- 

ition of man, tocommand love and ſympathy, to forbid diflike 
againſt the guilcles inſtinCt of nature, is not within the Province ot 
any Law to reach, and were indeed an uncommodious rudenefle, nor 
a juſt power : for that Law may baudy with nature, and trayerſe hey 
ſage motions, was an error in Callicles the Rhetorician, whom Socrs- 
12s from high principles confutes in Plato's Gorgias. It therfore divorce 
may be ſonaturall, and that Law and Nature are not togo contrary, 
then to forbid divorce compullively, is not onely againlt nature, buc 
againlt law. 

Next it muſt beremember'd that all law is for ſome good that may 
be frequently attain'd, without the admixture of a worſe inconveni- 
ence; and therfore many grolle taults, as ingratitude and the like, 
which are too far within the ſoul, to be cur'd by conſtraint of law,are 
left only to be wrought on by confcience and perſwaſion. Which 
made Ariſtotle in the 1th of his Ethicks to Nicomachws, aim at a kind 
of diviſion of law into private or perſwakve, and publick or cumpul- 
five. Hence it is that the law forbidding divorce, never attains to any 
goud end of ſuch prohibition, but rather multiplies evill. For if na« 
tures refiſtleſſe ſway in love or hate be once compell'd, it grows care- 
lefle of it ſelf, vitious, uſeleſſe to friend, unſerviceable and fpiritlefſe 
tothe Common-wealth. Which 2/ſes rightly forclaw, and all wile 
Law-givers that ever knew man, what kind of creature he was. The 
Parliament alſo and Clergy of England were not ignorant of this, 
when they conſented that Harrythe 5th might put away his Queen 
Anne of Cleve, whom he could not like after he had been wndded half 
a yeer ; unleſle it were that contrary to the proverb, they made a ne» 
ceſlity of that which might have been a yertue in them to do.Eorey'n 
the freedome and eminence of mans creation gives him tobe a Law in 
this matter to himſelt, being the head of the other Sex which was 
made for him : whom therforethough he ought not to injure,yet nei- 
therih ould he be forc't to retain in ſociety to his own overthrow, nor 
to hear any judge therin above himſelf. It being alſo an unſeermly at 
tront tothe ſequeſtr'd and vail'd modelty of that ſex, to have herun- 
pleatingneſſe and other concealments bandied up and down,and ag- 
gravated in open Court by thoſe hir'd maſters of tongue-fence. Such 
uncomely exigences it betell no lefſe a Majeſty then Henry the eighth 
to be reduc't to; who finding jult. reaſon in his conlcicnce to forgo 
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his brothers wife, after many indignities of being deluded,and mad® 
a boy of by thoſe his two Cardinall Judges, was conſtrain'd at laſt 
for want of other proof that ſhe had been carnally known by Prince 
Arthur, ev'n to uncover the nakednefle of that vertuous Lady, and to 
recite openly the obſcene evidence of his brothers Chamberlain. Yet 
it pleas'd God to make him ſceall the tyranny of Rome, by diſcover» 
ing this which they excrcis'd oyer divorce; and to make him the be» 
ginner of a reformation tothis whole Kingdom by firlt aſſerting into 
his familiary power the right of Juſt divorce. Tis true, an adultrefſe 
cannot be ſham'd anough by any publick proceeding : but that we- 
man whoſe honour is not appeaclrt, is lefſc injurd by a filent ditmii- 
fion,being otherwiſe not illiberally dealt with, then toendure a cla- 
mouring debate of utterleſle things, in a bulines of that civill ſecrecy 
and difhcult diſcerning, as not to be over-much queſtion'd by neereſt 
friends. Which drew that anſwer from the greatelt and worthieſt Ro- 
man of his time Paulw Emilie, being demanded why he would pur 
away his wife for no vilible reaſon, Th# Shoo, ſaid he, and held it our 
on his foot,zs a neat ſÞooga new ſboogand yet none of you know where it wrings 
me : much lefle by the unfamiliar cogniſance of a fee'd gameſier can 
ſuch a privatedifference be examin'd, neither ought it. 

Again, if Law aim at the firm cltabliſhment and preſervation ot 
matrimonial faith,we know that cannot thrive under violent means, 
but.is the more violated. Is is not when twounfortunately mct are by 
the Canon forc't todraw in that yoke an unmercifull dayes work ot 

orrow till death unharnefle'cm, that then the Law keeps mariagec 
moſt unviolated and unbrok*n : but when the Law takes order thar 
mariage be acountant and reſponſible to perform that ſociety , whe- 
ther it be religious,civill,or corporall,which may be conſcionably re- 
quir'd and clainy'd therin,or elſe to be diffolvd if it cannot be under - 
gone : Thisi: to make mariage moſt indiffoluble, by making it a jult 
and equall dealer, a performer of thoſe duc helps which inſtituted the 
covnant, being otherwiſe a moſt unjuſt contraft, and no more to be 
maintain'd under tuition of law, then the vileſt fraud, or cheat, or 
theft that may be committed. But becauſe this is ſuch a ſecret kind ot 
fraud or theftzas cannot be diſcern'd by law,but only by the plaintite 
himſclt, therfore to divorce was never counted a political] or civill 
offence neither to Jer nor Gentile,nor by any judiciall intendment ot 
Chriſt, further then could be difcern'd to tranſgrefſe the allowance 
of Moſes, which was of necellny ſolarge, that it doth-all one as it ic 
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{ent back the matter undeterminable atlaw, & intraftable by rough 
dealing, to have inſtruions and admonitions beſtow'd about ity 
them whoſe ſpirituall officejs to adjure and to denounce,and ſoleft to 
the conſcience. The Law canonly appoint the juſt and equall condi- 
tions of divorce, andis to look how it is an injury to the divorc'ty 
which in truth it can be nonezas a meer ſeparation; for it ſhe conſent, 
wherin has the Law to right her? or conſent not ; then is it either juſty 
and {fo deſeryd; or it unjuſt, ſuch in all likelihood was the divorcer, 
and topart from an unjuſt man is a happineſſe, and no injury to be 
lamented. Bur ſuppoleir be an injury,the Law is not able to amend it, 
unles ſhe think it other then a miſerable redrels to return back from 
whence ſhe was expelled, or but intrcated to be gone, orelſe to live a« 
part ſti!f marica without mariage, a maricd widow. Laſt, ic it be to 
chafſtenchedivourcer,what Law puniſhes a deed which is not morall, 
but natural, a deed which cannot certainly be tound to be an injury, 
or how canit be puniſht by prohibiting the divorce , but that the in» 
nocent mult equally partake both in the ſhame and in the ſmart. So 
that which way ſoever welook the Law can to no rationall purpote 
torbid divercegit can only take care that the conditions of divorce be 
not injurious. Thus then we ſee the triall of law how impertinent itis 
2 this queſtion of divorce,how helplefſe next,and then how hurttull. 


CHAP. XXIL 
The laſt Reaſon, why divorce 13 not to be reſtraind by Law, it being againſt the 
Law of nature and of Nations. The larger proof n berof referrd to Mr. Sel- 
dens Book De jure naturali & gentium-Az objcQ;on of Parzus anſwerd. 
Hor» it ought to be ordered by the Church. That thit will not breed any worſc 
inconvenience nor jo bad 4s 18 now ſuffered. 


{þ the laſtReaſon why it ſhould not be, is the example we 
have, not only from the nobleſt and wiſelt Common-wealths, 
guided by the cleareltlight of human knowledge, bur alſo from the 
divine teitimonics of God hinfclf, lawgiving in perſon toa ſanQtity'd 
people. That all this is trueqwhoſo deere to know at large with leaſt 
pains, and expedts not heer overlong reherſals of that which is by o« 
thers already ſo judiciouſly gather'd, let him haſten co be acquainted 
with that noble volume written by our learned Selden,Of the Law of na» 
zure and of Nations, a work more uſctull and more worthy to be per- 
us'd, whoſoeyer ſtudies to be a great man in wiſdom, equity, and ju- 
kice,then all thoſe deereta/s,and ſumles ſums, which the Pontifical = 
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have doted on, ever ſince that unfortunat mother famouſly linn'd 
thrice, and di'd impenitent of her bringing into the world thoſe two 
misbegotten infants, and for ever infants Lombard and Gratian, him 
the compiler of Canon iniquity,tother the Tubalcain of ſcholaſtick Su- 
phiſtry, whoſe over} —_ barbariſm hath not only infus'd their 
own baſtardy upon the fruitfulleft part of humanlearning; not only 
diſſipated and dejefted the clear light of nature inus, and of Nations, 
but hath tainted alſo the fountains of divine Doftrine, and render'd 
the pure and ſolid Law of God unbeneficial tous by their calumnious 
dunceries. Yet this Law which their unskilfulnefle hath made liable 
to all ignominy,the purity and wiſdom of this Law ſhall be the buck- 
lerof our diſpute. Liberty of divorce weclaim not, we think not but 
from this Law ; the dignity, the faith,the authority thereof is now 
grown among Chriſtians, O aſtoniſhment ! a labour of no mean dift;- 
culty and envy to defend. That it ſhould not be counted a faltring 
diſpence,a flattring permiſſion of fin;the bill of adultery,a ſnareis the 
expence of all this apology. And all that we ſolicite is, that ic may be 
ſuffer'd roftand in the ace where God ſet it amidit the firmament 
of his holy Laws toſhine,as it was wont,upon the weakneſſes and cr- 
rors of men periſhing els in the ſincerity of their honelt purpoſes : for 
certain there is no memory of whordoms and adulteries left among, 
us now , When this warranted treedom of Gods own giving is made 
dangerous and diſcarded for a ſcrowle of licence. It muſt be your ſut- 
frages and Votes,O Engliſhmen,that thisexploded decree of God and 
Moſes may ſcape,and come off fair without the cenſure of a fhametull 
— : which, it yonder Sun ride ſure, and mean not to break 
word with us to morrow, was never yet abrogated by our Saviour. 
Giveſentencezif you pleaſe, that the frivolous Canon may reverſe the 
infallible judgement of Moſes and his great direor.Orit it be the re» 
formed writers, whoſe doftrine perſwades this rather, their reaſons 
I dare affirm are all filenc'r, unleſſ it be only this. Parews on the Co- 
rinthians would prove that hardnes of heart in divorce is no more 
now to be permitted, but to be amerc't with fine and impriſonment. 
I am not willing to diſcover the forgettings of reverend men,yet here 
I muft. What article or clauſe of the whole new Cov'nant can P.rews 


- bringrtoexaſperat the judiciall Law, upon any infirmity under the 


GoſpeP (I fay infirmity,for if it were the high hand of ſin, the Law as 
little wonld have endur'd it as the Goſpel)it wou'd not itretch tothe 
dividing of an inhc:itanc2; ic refus'd rocondemn adultery, nc: that 
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chefs things ſhould nat bedon at Law , but to ſhew that the Ooſpe! 
ball Courtamuch lelle to make 
them fhapper,and more heayy; leit of all co arraine before a temporal! 
Judge that which the Law without ſummans acquitted, But ſaith he. 
the law was the time of youth, under violent afte&ians, the Gaſj pel i: 
ns is mature age,and ought to ſubdue affections. True, and ſa oughs 
the Law rooif they be found inordinat, and nat meerly naturall and 
blameles. Next Idiſtinguilh that the time of the Law is compar'd to 
youth,and pupillage in reſpe of the ceremoniall part, which led the 
Tews as children through corporal and garith rudiments,until the ful- 
nes of time ſhould reveal to them the higher lefſons of faith and res» 
demption, This is not meant of the moral part, therin it ſoberly cons 
cern'd them not to be babies, but to be men in good earneſt : the ſad 
and awfu!l majeity of that Law was not to be Jeſted with, to bring a 
bearded nonage withlaſcivious diſpenſations before that throne,had 
bin a leud affront. as it is now a grofſe miſtake.But what diſcipline is 
this Parews to nouriſh violent afte&ions in youth , by cockring and |' 
wanton indulgences,and to chaſtiſe them in mature age with a boyiſh 
rod of corre&ion. How much more coherent is it to Scripture,that the 
Law as a ſtri&t Schoolmaſter ſhould have puniſht every treſpaſle with- 
out indulgence ſo banefnll to youth, and that the Goſpel fhould nou |, 
corre& that by admonition and reproof only,in free and mature age, | 
which was puniſht with ſtripes in the childhood and bondage of the 
Law. What therfore it allowd then ſo fairly, much leſſe is to be whipr | 
now,eſpecially in penall Courts : and if it. ought now to trouble the} 
conſcience, why did that angry accuſer and condemnec Lay repreey | 
it? So then, neither from Moſes nor from Chriſt hath the Magtttrate 
any authority to proceed againſt it.But what?Shall then the diſpolall| 
of that power return again tothe maſter of family ? Wherefore not? 
Since God there put it,and the preſumptuous Canon thence bereft it. 
This only muſt be provided, that the ancient manner be obſery'd in 
preſence of the Minitter & other grave ſecle&ed Elders; who after they 
ſhall have admoniute & preſt upon him the words of our Saviour, and | 
he ſhall have proteſted inthe faith of the cternal Goſpel, and the bope|- 
he has of happy reſurreQion, that otherwiſe then thus he cannot do, 


and thinks himſelf, & this his caſe not contain'd in that prohibition 
of divorce which Chrilt pronounc t, the matter not being of malice, 
but of nature, and ſo not capable of reconciling , to conſtrain him 
turder wereto unchriſten him, to unman him, to throw the mourr © 
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tain of Sai upon him, with the weight of the whole Law to boot, 
flatagainſt the liberty and effence of the Goſpel, and yet nothing a- 
vailable exther to the {ſanctity of mariage , the good of husband, 
wite,or cly\dren,nothing profitable cither to Church or Common- 
wealth ; but hurttull and pernicious toall theſe retpects. Butthis 
will bring in contuſion. Yct theſe cautious miltruſters might conti- 
der, that what they thus object. lights not upon this book, but upon 
thatwhich I engage againft them,the book ot God,and of Meſer,with 
all the wiſdome and providence which had torecait the wortt ot 
contuſton that could tucceed, and yet thought fit of tuch a permilt- . 
lion. Bur let them be of good cheer, it wrought lo little diforder 
among the Jews, that trom Aoſes till atter the captivity, not one ot 
the Prophets thought it worth rebuking ; tor that of Malachy 
well lookt into,will appeare tobe, not againtt divorcing, but rather 
againſt keeping ſtrange Concubines, to the vexation of their He- 
brew wives. It therctore we Chrittians may be thought as good and 
tractable as the Jes were;and certainly the prohibiters ot divorce 
preſume us to be b:trer, then letle contufion is to bee tear'd for this 
among us,then was amongthem . If wee bee worte » or but as bad, 
which lamencable examples confirm we are, then have we more; or 
at leaſt as much need of ,this pernutted law , as they to whom God 
therfore gave it (as they (ay) under a harſher covnant. Let not ther- 
fore the trailtyof man goe on thus inventing needlefle trouvles to it 
{elf,togroan under the fall umagination of a ſtrictnes never impos'd 
from above; enjoyning that for duty which 15 an unpoſsible & vain 
{upererogating. Be nor righteous overmuch, is the coun(el] of Eccle/ia. 
fter , why ſhouldſt then deſtroythy ſelfe * Let us not be thus over-curt- 
ous to ſtrain at «tems, and yet to ſtop every vent and ctanny of per 

miſsive liberty; left nature wanting tholc needtull pores, and brea- 
thing places which God hath notdebar'd our weaknetle, erther tud- 
denly break out into ſome wide rupture of open vice. and trantick 
herefie, or elſe inwardly teſter with repining and blaſphemous 
thoughts. under an unreal{onable and truitlei{- rigor of unwarran- 
ted law. Againſt which cvills nothing can more beſeem the rel1gi- 
on of the © hurch, or the wiſedom ot the State, then to conſider 
timely and provide. And in fo doing, let them not doub: but they 
ſhall vindicate the miſ{reputed honour of God and his great Lawsgi- 
very by ſuffering him to give his own lawsaccording to the cond1- 

[ -» of mans nature beſt known tohim, without the unſufterable 
*{on of diſpencing legally on many ages of ratity'd adul- 
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23 te Dellrine ad Daſceitlive of D1VOrce, 
try 1 icy thailrecovyer the miſattcnded words of Chrilt to the fir 
Ccrity of tir true tenle from manitold contradictions , and ſhall 
open them wich the key of charity. Many helples Chiittians they 
ſhall raiſe trom the depth of tadnes and duitretie, utterly unhtted, as 
they are, to {erve (0d or man : many they ſhall reclaune trom ob- 
 ſcureandgidd- ts, many regain trom diflolute and brutiſh 11. 
cence, many trom deſperatc hardnes , 1t ever taat were jultiy plca- 
ded. They thall ict free many daughters of {ſrael,not wanting inch 

«y, ot hcr {ad light whom Satan has bound erghteen JE475, Man they ſhall 
rcſtorc to his juiit 41gnity, and prerogative 12 nature, preterring the 
-$.4 touls free pcace betore the promiſcuous draining ot a carnall rage, 
FJ. ky Mariage from a perilous hazard and inare, they ſhail reduce to bee a 
| more ceriain hav'n and retirement ot happy 1ocicty ; when they 
{7 a thall judge according to God and Moſes, and how not then accord- 
if ing to Chriit ? when they ſhall judge it more wildom and goodnes 
to break that covnant tceniungly and keep 1t really, then by compul- 
fion ot law to keep it ſeemingly, and by coinpulficen ot blamcles na-+ 
ture to break it really. at leatt it 1t were ever truly joyn'd. The v1- 
gor of dilcipline they may then turn with better tucccile vpon the 
cit proftiture looienes of the t1mes, uy hen men tindingin themiclves the 
> infrmities of tormer ages. ſhall not be conttrain'd above the gitt ot 
God intthem,to unprotitableand impotvibic oblervances never re- 

| quir'd trom the cuvileſt,the wileit, the holictt Na 100s, whole other 
| 2 excellencics 1n morall vertue they never yet could equall. Lalt of all, 

| to thote whole mind {till is to maintain textuall reftriction>, wherot 
the bare ſound cannot confilt ſomtimes with humanity, much lefle 
with charity, I would cver an{iver by putting them in remembrance 
of a command above all commands, which they ſeera to have tor. 
v0t, and who f{pake it » in compariion u herot this which they to 
exakt%s Hut a petty and tubordinate precept. Les c/ em goe thertore 
withwhom Iam loath to couple them, yct they will needs run into 
the 1avie blindnes with the Phariſcs, ler 14:02 goe 1hi7tor8 and conti- 
der wv. el] what this leflon mcans, { we/thows mcrer ard not ſacrifice; tor 
ON that ſaymg all the L aw ani Pra;hea; depend, ruch more the Golpel 
whoſe end and excellence 15 mercy and peace : Or if they cannot 
learn that, how will hey hcor this, winch 3<r 1 ſhall not doubt to 
cave with them asa concluſion : That Gud the Son hath pur all o- 
ther things under his own feet ; but his Conunendments hee hath 
left all under the fer of Charity. Tie end, in him 
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Paye 15, line®, read it the 2latfly Sea. Pp. 32.1. 6. for or, read nor p39. 1.32. for give. * the mou: 
34. /6r will, freewill. lin. 38. read ke acquitrs. p51, 1, 26-tor withoriy a4 onmias Call 


